
(Lamoine) - The 2012/13 budget is ready 

to present to voters and as of yearôs end 

the town meeting warrant is nearing 

finalization for the annual open meeting 

that will be held on March 14, 2012.  

Harvey Kelley has once again agreed to 

moderate the meeting, which will 

primarily deal with budget matters.  The 

meeting will begin at 6PM at the 

Lamoine School Gym.  The warrant for 

the meeting will be finalized in January.  

The Budget Committee has finished up 

its work on the various budget items, and 

the municipal side of the budget is 

proposed to fall by nearly 12% on the 

spending side.  The property tax needed 

to fund the municipal budget is proposed 

to fall nearly 29% or by $48,000. Less 

paving is proposed in 2013 than the 

current fiscal year, but lower budgets  are 

also proposed for public 

safety, support of the 

Ellsworth Public Library 

(fewer card holders), and 

a very small decrease in 

the Code Enforcement 

Budget thanks to lower 

mileage costs.  

 The education 

side of the budget is a 

different story, though.  

While the townôs portion 

of RSU 24ôs budget 

wonôt be known until 

May or June, the 

additional tuition costs 

are projected to be about 

$40,000 higher than the 

initial budget for the 

current fiscal year.   An 

additional amount is 

needed for the current year. 

More tuition information is 

contained page 6. 

(Lamoine) - Sometime in early November, 

someone made off with about a dozen 

street signs, taking them off the posts in the 

Shore Road and Lamoine Beach Road 

area.  In some cases, the entire post was 

taken, in other cases the holder on the post 

was broken and the 

sign removed.  Itôs not 

the first time itôs 

happenedðin fact, 

Lamoineôs signs are 

apparently a frequent 

target.  Selectboard 

Chair Jo Cooper noted 

the town has some 

great names which 

make the signs 

attractive. 

 Later in the 

month, Selectman 

Cynthia Donaldson 

suggested, and the 

board approved of an 

amnesty program 

promising that no 

questions would be 

asked if the signs were 

returned.  A press release 

was issued, the article ran in 

newspapers and was aired on 

local radio stations and 

created quite a bit of buzz.  Cooper and 

Donaldson held out hope that someone 

would do the right thing and return the 

signs.  The Selectboard also dealt with the 

likely reality that the offer would not 

produce anything, and new signs, posts and 

holders were ordered at a cost of $838.  

The new signs were installed in late 

November. 

 On December 17, 2011, 

Administrative Assistant Stu Marckoon 

stopped off at the Town Hall to put the 

mail inside from the mailbox, and lo and 

behold, all the street name signs were 

sitting on the floor by the door.  Someone 

had put them through the mail slot in the 

door, taking advantage of the ñno questions 

askedò offer that the board had approved 
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Nomination Papers Available for Elected 

Officers 
(Lamoine) - Under Lamoineôs current 

government structure, the 2012 town 

meeting will elect more municipal officials 

than most other elections.  Nomination 

papers are being accepted for two 

Selectman posts, one Assessor position 

and the Representative to Regional School 

Unit #24. 

 The current seat holders are 

Selectmen Chair Jo Cooper and Gary 

McFarland, Assessor Michael Jordan, and 

RSU 24 Representative Brett Jones.  All 

terms run three years.  The Selectmen 

terms begin at the first regular meeting 

following the March 13th town meeting 

election (tentatively set for March 15, 

2012).  The assessor and RSU 

Representative terms begin on July 1, 2012 

and expire on July 1, 2015. 

    To be placed on the ballot, potential 

candidates must turn in at least 25  and no 

more than 75 signatures of registered 

voters no later than  the close of business 

of Saturday, January 28, 2012.  

Nomination papers became available from 

the Town Clerkôs Office on December 18, 

2011.  Election Day is Tuesday, March 13, 

2012.  Absentee ballots will be available 

by February 12, 2012. 

Amnesty Offer Sees Signs Returned 

Itôs a time of the signs 

The ñappropriatedò street name signs were found at the town hall 

entrance after an offer for return with no questions asked. 

Annual Town 

Meeting Set For 

March 13 & 14, 

2012 

Got a Picture for the Town Report? 
(Lamoine) - With the prevalence of digital 

cameras in todayôs society, folks have an 

abundance of great pictures, and thatôs just 

what the Selectmen are looking for  the 

2011 Town Report.  The search is on for  

pictures to grace the cover of the annual 

report and for insertion inside the report in 

various location could use something as 

filler. 

 We ask that submissions be sent 

via e-mail in a .jpg or .tif format if 

possible, as those are easily manipulated to 

fit into the town report.  The work may not 

be copyrighted (no payment is being 

offered), and should be a shot from 

Lamoine.  There is no particular theme.  

The Board of Selectmen will be the final 

judge.  

 Is it a contest?  Well, sort of.  

Thereôs no prize to speak of, other than 

the pride of having your work published 

and forever stored in the town archives.  

We will give credit to all photos that are 

printed in the town report within the 

covers of the report.  

 The e-mail address to send digital 

photos is:  town@lamoine-me.gov.  All 

submissions will be posted at the townôs 

website.  The original deadline was 

January 2nd, but that can be extended to 

the 31st as the report will not be printed 

until February.  

until the end of the year.  Selectman Bill 

Brann said the return is greatly 

appreciated. Donaldson said the return 

restored her faith in the human spirit.  The 

signs will be stored in a safe location for 

future use.  
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