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Town Contracts With New Ambulance

(Lamoine) - After more |
than 40-years of service to
Lamoine and surrounding 'i’]
communities, County ;

Ambulance has ceased
operations. The |
communities that had}

contracts with County
received relatively short j§
notice that they would be
going out of business due |
to a change in policy at

Maine Coast Memorial
Hospital (now Northern
Light Maine  Coast).

Capital Ambulance took
over transfers between the
Ellsworth based hospital
and Eastern Maine Medical Center in
Bangor. That significantly reduced
revenue for County which led to owner
John Partridge’s gut wrenching decision to
close down.

Earlier in the summer, Partridge
met with the Board of Selectmen to discuss
renewing the contract that expired on June
30, 2018. Mr. Partridge expressed concern
that he might not be able to fulfill the
contract, and ultimately never offered a
shorter term arrangement to fulfill. In
August, towns received letters saying that
County would cease operations on
September 1st. Fire Chief Skip Smith and
Selectman Jo Cooper met with officials
from that Maine EMS office and received
assurance that emergency ambulance
service would continue. Mr. Partridge
stopped by the town office to offer thanks
for the many years of cooperation between
County Ambulance and the Volunteer Fire
Department.

While several fire departments in
Eastern Hancock County provide first

Citizens Group Files Suit on
MacQuinn Gravel Pit Approval

(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Planning
Board’s issuance of an Appeals Board
ordered permit to Harold MacQuinn, Inc.
allowing expansion of an existing gravel
mining operation has spurred a court suit
on the matter. The Friends of Lamoine, a
citizens group, filed the suit with Hancock
County Superior Court in August. The
group was granted standing at both the
Planning Board and Board of Appeals
level during the nearly 2-years of
permitting process that followed the initial
Planning Board denial of gravel and site
plan review permits that came several
years ago involving the Kitteridge pit.

The Friends group named the
Town of Lamoine as the defendant and
Harold MacQuinn, Inc. as a party of
interest. The Tweedie Trust, which owns a
property located across Douglas Hwy.
from the expanded mining operation
joined as one of the plaintiffs in the suit. It
argues that the Appeals Board applied
improper and unconstitutional  review
standards, and exceeded its authority to
overturn the denial of the pit expansion.
The suit is dated August 7, 2018
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responder service, Lamoine’s volunteer
department is consciously opted not to do
$0. Chief Smith said the number of calls to

the fire department would increase
significantly if first responder service were
added, and the department would have to
train members to an EMT level of service
in order to legally respond. Firefighters
are limited to performing CPR,
administering oxygen, and stopping
bleeding according to the towns insurance
carrier.

The Board of Selectmen voted
unanimously in September to enter into a
new contract with Capital Ambulance,
which is changing its name to Northern
Light Transport. It too is owned by
Eastern Maine Health Systems. Currently
Capital is providing two emergency
ambulances which are based temporarily in
Ellsworth. ~ The City of Ellsworth is
discussing housing the Capital units at the
Fire Station and training personnel to work
on the ambulances with the trained
Paramedics.

~
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Comprehensive Plan
Ready for Comment

(Lamoine) - After nearly 4-years of work
(longer if you count a study prior to the
committee’s formation), the Lamoine

® Comprehensive Planning Committee has

come up with a draft plan for the town to
review. As of the printing date for the
Lamoine Quarterly, a public hearing will
be held on Monday, November 12, 2018
at the Lamoine School Gym. The
printing process was also well under way
as of publication date.

The more than 130-page plan
envisions a Lamoine that is pretty similar
to the way the town looks today, but it
proposes some actions by the community.
Among the recommendations s
development of a community center. The
Board of Selectmen has been discussing
that possibility for a couple of years and
was waiting for the Comprehensive Plan
to see if it reaches a similar conclusion
before moving forward with the idea.

Among the land use change
recommendations is a proposal to
prohibit motels and hotels from the Rural
and Agricultural Zone, which currently
encompasses the vast majority of the
community.

The Comprehensive Planning
Committee will listen to comments at the
public hearing and, depending on whether
any more drafting is needed, present a
final plan to the Board of Selectmen to
present to a Town Meeting for approval.
The Selectmen have said they would
prefer to have a special town meeting to
consider the plan as a single item meeting
for such an important document. No
tentative date has yet been set for final
town consideration.

Town of Lamoine
2018 Comprehensive Plan

MacQuinn lawyer Ed
Bearor who has represented
the company throughout the
several year  permitting
process, filed a motion to
dismiss the suit, claiming
that it was not timely filed.
Town attorney Daniel Pileggi
is representing the
municipality in the matter.
Pileggi provided guidance to
the Planning Board during
the process that denied the
permit, and represented the
Planning Board during the
Board of Appeals process that ordered the
permit issuance.

Appeals Board chair Griff Fenton
signed the decisions on June 22, 2018.
The Board actually voted to overturn the
Planning Board rulings on May 29, 2018
and June 19, 2018. The Planning Board
issued both permits on July 19, 2018.
Attorney Bearor contends that the 30-day
window to file the appeal to Superior Court
began with the decisions from the Appeals
Board.

been transferred

The case has
from Superior Court to the Business and

Consumer Court based in Portland.
Arguments on the motion to dismiss
were scheduled for October 9th.

Meanwhile, the company has
started to establish new buffers between
Douglas Highway and the working pit.
Evergreen trees have been planted, and
at press time, landscaping crews were
hydroseeding the berms visible from the
road.



Developers Cited for Shoreland Cuttmg

(Lamoine) - A company that®
established a subdivision adjacent to
Seal Point Road received a notice of
violation from Code
Officer Rebecca Albright in September
for allegedly cutting too many trees and
covering part of the Shoreland lots with
wood chips. Vegetation removal
regulations are clearly spelled out in the &
Lamoine Shoreland Zoning Ordinance. &
K&T Rentals is alleged to have
violated that section of the ordinance |
sometime during the summer months of
2018. A citizen inquiry brought the'-

violation to the attention of CEO [ r.-; ,4-

Albright.

The CEO consulted with the" s f
2 ‘w

Maine Department of Environmental
Protection and the Maine Forestp
Service while investigating the alleged

improper cutting. The DEP confirmed | violation of the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance in

that the activity was contrary to the
town’s Shoreland Zoning Ordinance,

Enforcement ¥5

- housing projects.
~ the Board of Selectmen to schedule both
| for the next planned town meeting. The
. Selectmen as of press time had not

One ofthe lots that was allegedly cut in

the Sunset Bay Subdivision.

but the Forest Service concluded that the
cutting was not a commercial harvest
which required a state permit.

K&T owners met with CEO
Albright following receipt of the notice,
which gave the company until mid-

Variance Requests
Withdrawn

(Lamoine) - Two requests for variances
before the Lamoine Board of Appeals
never came up for a hearing following
withdrawal by the applicants.

The first application had to do with
a small lot of land off Eagle Point Road.
The possible purchaser had wished to get a
setback variance for a proposed small
cabin without running water. The lot
supposedly made it impossible to meet the
setbacks from the shore. After the initial
meeting with the Board of Appeals during
which land ownership was questioned by
neighbors, the applicant withdrew the
variance  request. The land has
subsequently been sold.

The other variance request was for
a North Lamoine family who wished to
build an addition onto their home which is
located too close to Route 184. The
proposal would have extended the non-
conforming home parallel to the road.
After consulting with Code Enforcement
Officer Albright about other possible ways
to place an addition, the applicants
withdrew the request. CEO Albright
issued the permit for the addition (see #48
to the right), which complies with the
Building and Land Use Ordinance.

Appeals Ordinance
Nearly Ready

(Lamoine) - The Board of Appeals has
spent a good part of the past three years
drafting up an ordinance that will unify the
process in which all appeals are handled.
The current hodge podge of ordinances
specifies a multitude of methods by which
parties in standing can appeal ordinance
decisions.

Chair Griff Fenton says he expects
to have a final draft to submit to the Board
of Selectmen in late October. The town
meeting has the ultimate say on the new
ordinance.

October to engage a qualified professional
to design a plan to revegetate the lots in
violation, and to carry out that plan by mid-
November.  After meeting with the
developers, CEO Albright extended the
compliance deadline by one month.

Busy Summer for
Building

(Lamoine) - Code Enforcement Officer
Rebecca Albright reports issuing a
blistering (for Lamoine) number of
building permits for the 3rd quarter of the
year. The following permits were issued:

Nbr Name Project

35 |Milanesio, Andrea |Garage

36 |Cirard, Paul Garage

37 |Dandurand, Nate Residence
38 |Holt, Jeffrey Garage

39 |Harper, Tim Residence
40 |School Dept. Shed

41 |Leavitt, Branden Residence
42 | Workman, Stewart |Residence
43 |Young, Dana Garage
44  |McMullen, Steve Residence
46 |Chapman, Jason Garage

47 |Egan, Richard Residence
48 |Dalton, Charles Addition
49 |Richardson, Chris |Garage

50 |Priest, Pamela Shed

51 |Ogden, Kenneth Temp RV
52 |Farrell, Peter Additions
53  |Flynt, William Addition
54 |McMullen, Steve Shed

55 |[Noble, Jerry Deck

56 |Brown, Rebecca Mobile Home
57 |Babine, John RV, Shed
58 |Harris, Jack Addition
59 |Flasher, Joseph Garage

60 |Micucci, Bruce Shed

61 |Gordon, Burnie Garage

62 |Frost, Jack Sheds
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Work Concluded on
Cluster Housing,
Shoreland
Ordinances

| (Lamoine) - The town’s Planning Board
| has put the finishing touches on a new,

. state
" Ordinance, and a set of amendments to
- the Building and Land Use Ordinance

compliant, Shoreland Zoning

that would alter requirements for cluster
The Board has asked

selected a date.

The Shoreland Zoning changes
proposed mean an the entire ordinance
will change, including the mapped
Shoreland protection areas. Planning
Board Chair John Holt says the only new
area protected will be Archer’s Brook.

The cluster housing provision of
the Building in Land Use Ordinance
contains a very significant change. The
current ordinance required municipal
water and sewer systems to serve the
complex. Lamoine has no municipal
water and sewer, so in essence, the
ordinance banned cluster housing. The
proposed amendment would change that
requirement from municipal water and
sewer to shared water and sewer which
would be installed by the developer.

The town has been approached by
a Florida man interested in establishing
such housing, but who is barred from
doing so because of the municipal
utilities requirement. No formal plan has
yet been submitted to the town for
consideration.

Shed Replacement
OK’d
(Lamoine) - A Meadow Point Road
property owner got the go-ahead to
replace a dilapidated shed in the same
footprint on his property, even though the
location doesn’t conform to the town’s
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance. The
Planning Board gave the go-head for
Kenneth Ogden to build the same sized
shed. Ogden, who is from Tremont,
recently purchased a lot at the end of the
Meadow Point Road, and also obtained a

permit to park a travel trailer on the lot
for up to 120-days per year.

Gravel Mining
Permits Renewed

(Lamoine) - The town’s Planning Board
voted to issue a pair of 3-year permits to
Doug Gott and Sons to continue operating
gravel operations near the town’s salt/
sand shed and transfer station lot. The so
-called B&H and Smith Pits have been in
operation for many years.

The approval came October Ist
following a public hearing to which
abutters were invited. Following the
hearing, the Planning Board voted to
issue the permits without any conditions
to be met. Access to the Smith Pit is
though the town lot on a road shared by
transfer station users.
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Transfer Station User Safety Enhanced Town Receives Big
(Lamoine) - Transfer Station Wlthdrawal
Manager Chris Meyer is a
tickl f fet d h
poned 3 probem i wathe Payment
zooming by the swap shop at the (Lamoine) ) Lamoine’s

facility nearly hitting folks who
utilize the building. After some
consultation with the Board of
Selectmen following complaints
by motorists and Meyer, he has
placed traffic cones along the
right side of the access road to
discourage users from parking
on the shoulder and crossing in
front of traffic. Swap building
users should be parking by the
outhouse and recycling pad and a
path is clearly marked to get in

G withdrawal from the multi-town
L TOP) Municipal Review Committee
;’:, (MRC) is complete, and the town

“now has more than $114,000
=~ banked by doing so. The MRC
~is the organization backing
construction of the Fiberight
trash to bio-fuel plant currently
- under construction in Hampden.
Voters opted not to remain with
the MRC in 2016, and instead
keep  sending its MSW
and out of the swap building e oy convens

without having to cross paths. . : 1 Company (PERC) in Orrington
Meyer used a speed bump to | Cones, a concrete barrier and stop signs at the transfer station The MRC had built up.a

help slow cars and trucks that] siow traffic and isolate pedestrians using the swap building o
drove past the swap building to significant reserve under a trash

access the recycling and garbage stabilization ~fee that each
. . ber paid into for decades. Lamoine’s

dumpsters.  After a few weeks of the S[[]Okln POIlC mem ; :

new configuration Meyer reports near g y share, after the MRC investment in

: e P Fiberight was about $104, 000. An earlier
misses have fallen off significantly ReVlSlon EXplored withdrawal from PERC added another
. roughly $10,000 which voters approved

CompaCthn (Lamoine) - The Board of Selectmen is| transferring into a new fund -called

working to revise the smoking policy | Transfer Station Capital. That fund will
ReCOl’nmended fOI’ that was last adopted back in 1994. With] be available to fund renovations to the
. urging and assistance from Healthy| facility, including possible compactor
RGCYCllng Acadia, the new policy would extend| purchase (see related article below) for the
‘ ‘ _ | beyond cigarette smoking and prohibit] new 25-year old transfer station.
(Lamoine) - As the town is able to wrap its | marijuana use, e-cigarettes and a variety

head around the costs to recycle using the | of other smoking methods that have 2

single stream system, it has become quite | cropped up in the 24-years since then. RUSty S BaCk
evident that some steps should be taken to State law prohibits smoking in (Lamoine) - Local trash hauler Russell
try to reduce that cost. all public buildings. Part of the town’s

The big cost for recyclin_g 8 responsibility is to put up signage at all (Rusty) ]?(oynfion 18 baik n bu511r_1§ss vlglth a
transporting the materials from Lamoine to | the municipal structures that explain that Eeg truck and a n}elwl i@e on 1he. " ustg
Winterport where it is co-mingled with|no smoking is allowed in the buildings h? SOME SErlo 111<s calt 1s$211es ¢ la t oice'
other towns recycling and shlpped again to | a5 well as all the grounds. 23?%“’ stohplplchl.ng u{) drei‘l eﬂtlaf tﬁas‘ in
Portland for process at Ecomaine. Lamoine Public parks would also be| 5. W lTil tls 0 thruct heh ip 0
fills about a dumpster' per week with right | included in the smoking ban, and again 1srtepa{[r. N ZWE S to et rats au ltflg
around a ton of material., and DM&J waste | the town would have to post signs Cﬁm ractor served RKusty's lcushoml@rs Icl)r
hauls that load. Between the base cost|explaining. the most part. Boynton is also hauling the

($275/haul) and the processing fee ($175/ The Board of Selectmen has the trash from the tF’W.n’S b ayks to the tgansfer
station after facilities maintenance director

Rick Gallegos took on that responsibility
during his absence.

ton), it costs the town about $475/week to authority to impose the Smoking

recycle. There is no longer any revenue for | prohibition. One of the big issues is

recycled material to the town. who will enforce the policy.
Ken Smith, who provided incredible

guidance to the community when making a decision on
where to transport its solid waste, crunched a lot of
numbers, and has concluded that purchasing a mechanical
compactor for recycling would greatly reduce the number of
trips between Lamoine and Winterport, potentially paying B
for itself in less than 3-years. DM&J would most likely | i
have to haul once a month instead of once a week, saving § g
approximately $10,500 per year. Mr. Smith has spoken
with town officials in Otisfield (in western Maine) which is
similarly sized to Lamoine. Otisfield utilizes a compactor
and has a similar transfer station to Lamoine.

Smith has also been working with DM&J to see if
there might be some sort of machine compatible with the
setup in Lamoine that the town might purchase.

The Board of Selectmen is moving slowly. Smith
plans to bring back more information about cost and set-up
needs for a compactor at the Lamoine Transfer Station.
Town meeting would have to approve purchase and
installation costs, but the proposal likely would request that
it come from the new Transfer Station Capital account (see
article above) funded by the pullout from the MRC. ] :
A compactor to meet the needs of Lamoine is Want a sculpture?
estimated to cost between $25,000 and $30,000.| The Board of Selectmen turned down an offer from Harold MacQuinn, Inc. to
Some significant reworking of the facility, including | acquire one of the steel sculptures in front of the Kittridge Pit crafted many
new electrical service needs would have to take place | years ago by former property owner Ralph Miro. MacQuinn agent Stephen

to accommodate a compactor. The town would also Salsbury says many of the other sculptures in front of the pit area and
have to design a compactor that would make public | adjacent to Douglas Highway will remain in place as a tribute to Mr. Miro’s
use safe and easy. Stay tuned for future] crafismanship, but the one pictured above is available. If you are interested,
developments. please contact Mr. Salsbury at 207-667-7370.




No, It’s NOT a Used Shed Lo

(Lamoine) - The “lawn”
next to the town’s
storage garage at 252
Lamoine Beach Road
(affectionately known as
“The Anderson Garage”)
has seen a small crop of
sheds sprout up. One is
in pretty good shape, the
other is well worn, and
the third structure was
built to collect recycling =
as an Eagle Scout
project. ~ The  three
structures  had  been
housed at the Lamoine
Consolidated  School,
which obtained a permit
to replace the smaller
structures.

The inquiries
started coming in to the
Board of Selectmen
about why the sheds are

Two sheds and a structure to
collect cardboard recycling
recently were transferred from
the Lamoine Consolidated
School lot to the town’s
storage garage adjacent to the
Transfer Station and Salt/Sand
Shed . The School
Department is in the process
of installing a new storage
shed on its campus to replace %5
the older models. i

—

in a new location, and

what the town intends to do with them. The Selectmen reached out to the Recreation
Committee to see if they had any need for storage space beyond the capacity of The
Anderson Garage. If there is no need, the Selectmen will consider selling or donating
the sheds. If they do become expendable, a notice will be placed on the town’s website.

>

Foreclosed Home

Agreement 1n
Default

(Lamoine) - In January 2018 a property
tax lien filed in July of 2016 automatically
foreclosed, meaning land and a residence
became town owned. The property
belonged to a deceased former resident
and an heir and his family were living in
the house. Selectmen offered to sell the
home for all back taxes, fees and interest
to the heirs, hoping that they would be
able to continue to live there while
working on the proper probating of the
property. The Board of Selectmen entered
an installment agreement calling for
payment every two weeks until the back
taxes were cleared up. Only one payment
has thus far been made, so Selectmen had
the town attorney serve notice to vacate by
October 1st.

Late word from the heirs is that
they intend to pay up to date and pay off
the agreement on time. The town’s goal is
to make sure the tax liens are paid and to
deed the property back to the heirs so they
can remain living in the house. The matter
was due for discussion at the Selectmen’s
October meeting.

Because the town owned the
property as of April 1, 2018, no tax was
assessed this year. The installment
agreement factored in the expected tax to
the sale price.

Coming to a
utility pole near

Speed Monitoring
Sign Offered

(Lamoine) - The town has applied to
receive a permanent speed display sign
from the Maine Department of
Transportation and will likely have a good
shot at receiving one The MDOT has a
supply of signs offered on a first come/first
served basis  The Board of Selectmen
enthusiastically agreed to put Lamoine’s
name in for a sign, and the MDOT replied
back the same day “You’re In”. It’s not
yet known when the sign might arrive.

Included with the solar powered
sign is a computer hookup to download the
speed data. As drivers might recall, the
town had use of a trailer this past summer
which displayed an approaching vehicle’s
speed. The display was quite large but
took a while to set up. The mobile signs
also did not have the data port that
recorded how fast each vehicle traveled.

The Selectmen hope to use the data
collected by the speed sign to determine
where there are actual speeding issues, and
pass along that information to either the
Hancock County Sheriff’s Department or
the Maine State Police for potential
enforcement activity.

Town Joins “Raise the Floor” Effort

(Lamoine) - Like many coastal
communities, Lamoine has become a
minimum receiver for state education
funding. Years ago, the town used to
receive in excess of a half a million dollars
a year to help fund education. That has
dropped due to changes in the funding
formula to under $90,000 for the current
fiscal year, increasing the local property
tax by about 2-mills. The School

Committee and Selectmen met with
Fayette Town Manager Mark Robinson
who is spearheading an effort to increase
the amount the state pays minimum
receivers. Each board pledged to pay half
of the $1,000 required to guide such a bill
through the Legislature. If successful, the
town might expect to more than double the
amount it would receive for property tax
relief.
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Trespassers Plague

Lamoine Beach
Park Neighbors

(Lamoine) - Property owners who live to
the south of Lamoine Beach Park had
enough by mid-spring. People who
enjoy the public portion of the park
misunderstand the boundaries with the

B private ownership of the beach at the end

of State Route 184. They put up signs
asking people to respect the property
boundaries and stay off the private
portion in front of their home. The
problem persisted, and tempers flared.
The town office started receiving
complaints from both the property
owners and those who took a right at the
end of the road and walked along the
beach on the private portion. One
particularly poignant communication
reported that a small child was left in
tears after a confrontation.

The Selectmen wrote to the
property owners (we’re leaving their
names out to respect their privacy)
inquiring if they would like to meet and
try to come up with a solution to their
privacy issue. The residents wrote back,
saying they were willing to discuss
things informally, and offered some
signage suggestions.

Where Did the CTV
Channels Go?

(Lamoine) - For Spectrum customers in
Lamoine who are somewhat regular
views of the local government channels,
the conversion to an all digital format
meant a big change. Instead of channel 7
for the town hall and channel 5 for the
school, the local PEG (public,
educational, government) channels are
now way up in the choice selection. The
town hall channel is 1303, and the school
channel 1s 1302.

The good news is that those are
the same channels for all communities
with PEG channels, so if you visit a town
with Spectrum service, you can tune into
those same channels and watch their
local government in action.

Lamoine, Hancock
Work to Expand
Cable TV Service

(Lamoine) - The Eagle Point Subdivision
off Mud Creek Road has no cable TV
service at this time. It is also shared with
the Town of Hancock. Between the two
communities, there are enough homes per
wire mile for the required line
installation. The trouble 1is, taken
individually, neither town qualifies for
required wiring by Spectrum.

Hancock’s Selectmen authorized
a citizens group to act on behalf of the
Heather Lane residents to try to get cable
to come down that road. It has to come
down Eagle Point Road to reach Heather
Lane.

Lamoine’s Technology
Committee met with a representative
from Hancock in hopes to work together
to convince Spectrum it should extend

the lines.
4



Fire Dept. Dinner
1s October 20

(Lamoine) - If you like clam
chowder, save space on Saturday,
October 20th for seconds at the
Lamoine Volunteer Fire
Department’s annual dinner. Lt.
David Herrick will concoct the
extremely delicious chowder again
this year while wife Julie prepares
the rest of the meal including beans,
casseroles and desserts. Tickets for
the event are available from any
firefighter and at the door. Cost is
$8.00 for adults and $5.00 for
children under 12 years old.

The annual dinner is one of

Goodbye Tanker 404
The Lamoine Fire Department gathered to send off it’s 1989 Pumper Truck to the Winter
Harbor Fire Department in early August. Pictured (I-r) House Capt. Rusty Boynton, Capt.
John Smith, Capt. Mike Jordan, Lt. Doug Jones, Chief Engineer Chris Bean, FF Ray Apel, FF
Bob Schust, Lt. Sean McLaughlin, FF Kody Croan, FF Peter Goebel & Chief George “Skip”
Smith. The truck made its first Winter Harbor appearance in the town’s annual parade.
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the big social events of the year in
Lamoine, and also a key fund raiser for
the fire department. Money goes to the
general fund to help purchase equipment
and training beyond the capability of the
town budget.

Town Loses
Firefighter Brodie

(Lamoine) -
Longtime Lamoine
Volunteer Firefighter
Carleton “Babe”
Brodie passed away
on August 13, 2018.
Babe joined the
Lamoine VFD in
1997 and served in
numerous capacities,
including truck Lieutenant and safety
officer. He was a long time Coast Guard
Officer and after his “retirement” he
worked at the Ellsworth Post Office
nearly 20-years. His wife, Hubene, was
Lamoine’s Town Clerk/Tax Collector for
several years. Babe was very well liked
among his colleagues in the fire service
and participated in department activities
despite failing health nearly to the end.
He was 80-years old. The LVFD
appropriately adorned a fire truck at his
funeral.

LVFED Auction a Big Success

Fire Calls Drop
Sharply After July

(Lamoine) - The way July was panning out,
the Lamoine Fire Department looked to be
well on its way to another record breaking
year for calls. But, August and September
saw the call volume drop to 3 a month for
both months, giving members a good
breather.

July, though was a month for serious
responses. The department responded to a
serious accident on Buttermilk Road on July
10th when a driver got onto the soft shoulder
and flipped his vehicle over, briefly trapping
him. The Hancock County Sheriff’s
Department investigated because of the
extent of the Surry man’s injuries.

A few days later, a North Lamoine
garage sustained minor damage after a brush
fire got out of control. While the property
occupant had a permit, a forest ranger issued
a ticket for failing to properly control the
fire. Another permitted brush fire on
Lamoine Beach Road got out of hand a few
days later when the flames were larger than
the permit holder expected. The next day
the LVFD and about a dozen other
department rushed to control a woods fire in
Trenton.

The last couple days of the month
tested area departments. Lamoine was
called to cover Ellsworth’s fire station
during a small house
fire in Otis. During
that call, firefighters
also responded to the
trailer park on Douglas
w, Highway for a smoke
b investigation.

; A couple hours
| later, Hancock called
for mutual aid for a fire
|~ that destroyed a Mud

Fire Department Auction in August

(Lamoine) - The annual auction put on by the members of the
Lamoine Volunteer Fire Department proved to be another huge
fund raising success. There were so many donations to the
auction this year that the department opted to conduct a silent
auction, mainly of gift certificates to local businesses in
addition to the live bidding. Former Lamoine resident Ulla
Norris contributed numerous items from the home she and late
her husband, Ambassador Chet Norris lived in for decades.
The donations prompted the LVFD to rent two storage units for
a few months. Not everything sold—time ran out, and after 2-
and-a-half hours of selling hundreds of items, the auction
closed with a net profit of over $10,000. The leftover items
were donated to the Lamoine Historical Society’s yard sale.
Proceeds go to equipment purchases and training.

Creek Road home,
garage and vehicles in
the early morning
hours. The department
returned to the scene to
assist Hancock in
extinguishing the
debris pile which had
flared up several times.
No one was home
when the fire broke out
but the homeowner lost
all his possessions. He
was visiting relatives
on the West Coast, and
has insurance. No
cause was determined.

Ladder Truck Due
in Late October

(Lamoine) - The “newest” member of the
Lamoine Fire Department fleet should
arrive in town around October 23, 2018.
The 75’ ladder truck will be driven from
just outside Vancouver, British Columbia
to the Lamoine Station by an apparatus
delivery company. The department in
Canada that sold the truck to Lamoine
has just taken delivery on a brand new
ladder truck.

The Lamoine truck is a 1997
vehicle which is in excellent condition.
The fire department put the down
payment on the truck last year and town
meeting approved purchase last March.
The truck cost just under $110,000.

The Board of Selectmen plans to
meet at the fire station on October 25th
to get an up close glimpse at the big
truck.

Road Work
Progresses Slowly

(Lamoine) - The Town of Lamoine does
not have a public works department.
There are plusses (no employees to pay);
and minuses (it takes a while during busy
years for private contractors to get to
jobs). This was a summer of minuses as
the two major in-town contractors
assigned the various road repair projects
were busy with non-government work
and have put off some of the needed
maintenance. Luckily, the projects on
“the list” were not of dire need with a
few exceptions.

Richard McMullen has been
pecking away at his assigned work—
mainly on Buttermilk Road, Birchlawn
Drive, Needles Eye Road, and most
importantly bringing shoulders up to
grade on the newly paved Seal Point
Road. Jay Fowler intends to do a fairly
large culvert replacement on Maxwell
Avenue this fall after being tied up with a
private job on the Ellsworth/Trenton
town line for most of the summer.

The Board of Selectmen approved
the work list in May. When it was clear
that little of the work would be
accomplished by the end of the fiscal
year on June 30th, the Board approved an
order encumbering much of the road
budget for the projects in order not to
negatively impact the road budget
approved for the new fiscal year.



Blunt’s Pond Field
Day

By Larissa Thomas, Chair
Lamoine Conservation Commission
On  September 8, the Lamoine

Conservation Commission hosted an

event at Blunts Pond to raise the profile of

this gem in our midst (see attached
photos). Blunts Pond Field Day was a
fitting send-off to summer, as crisp
breezes off the water foretold the coming

of autumn. Undeterred, human and canine &
"~

Lamoiners splashed into the sparkling

water; kids trekked through the trail and =

along the shore to locate scavenger hunt
targets; bird enthusiasts enjoyed the aerial

display provided by a family of ospreys; |

and young and old had the opportunity to
learn about the history of Blunts Pond,
and native and invasive plant species,
which—thankfully—Blunts Pond is free
of. The Conservation Commission would
like to extend a special thanks to Sue
Hodgkins of the Lamoine Historical
Society and Katherine Whiting of Lake
Stewards of Maine for bringing displays
and sharing their knowledge.

Harbor Ordinance
Clarification in
Progress

(Lamoine) - Harbor Master David
Herrick and deputy Kevin Murphy are
reviewing proposed language to clarify
how moorings are assigned to people on
the waiting list. The town ran into
confusion when one assignee did not
claim their mooring permit for several
months and the position was assigned to
another person.

Under consideration is a proposal
to give assignees 60-days to obtain their
mooring permit. If the permit is not
claimed within that time, the permit
would be subject to reassignment and the
original name on the waiting list would
move to the bottom of the waiting list.
After two attempts, the waiting list
assignee would be dropped from the list.

Any change to the Harbor

Ordinance will require town meeting
approval. No date has been set pending
final language.
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Katherine Whiting shares resources for identifying invasive aquatic plants.

Damage to a seat at one of the picnic tables at
Bloomfield Park (Blunt’s Pond) was caused when a

Coastline Cleanup 2018

By Larissa Thomas, Chair, Lamoine Conservation Commission

As part of Maine Coastweek, the Lamoine
Conservation Commission organized a
series of volunteer crews to conduct coastal
cleanups around town on September 15 (see
attached photos). Three teams with a total
of 18 energetic volunteers scoured about
3.5 miles of shoreline, filling 15 bags with
trash and recyclables. The crews worked at
the head of the Skillings River around
Kilkenny Cove, heading east from
Marlboro Beach, and along a section of
Berry Cove. Other enterprising individuals
pitched in on their own elsewhere in town.
These efforts not only helped to preserve
the beauty of our shoreline, they resulted in
approximately 245 pounds of trash being
removed from the marine ecosystem. Along
with the plastic drinking bottles, fragmented
lobster buoys, and debris ranging from flip
flops to shotgun shells, we estimate that we
collected approximately 135 yards of rope
and other line that would otherwise present

Food Truck
Regulation
Exploration

(Lamoine) - The town’s Parks Mg
Commission has been asked by =4
the Selectmen to draft §

an ordinance to
regular mobile #
vendors. The

popularity of food
trucks and a couple of
. inquiries recently
prompted an inquiry
by the Parks

A

Larissa Thomas Photo

Kerry Diskin displays some of the lost fishing gear
collected

an entanglement hazard for whales, turtles,
and other marine organisms. All of the
plastics that end up in the world’s oceans
ultimately fragment into smaller and
smaller pieces that are ingested by birds,
fish, and other creatures, creating life-
threatening blockages of their digestive
systems. Hats off to the volunteers who
helped combat this environmental threat.
The Conservation Commission will
organize crews for next year’s cleanup,
but no need to wait—we encourage
everyone to pick up trash when they find
it. The information recorded by cleanup
crews in Lamoine will be shared with the
Maine Department of Marine Resources
and the Ocean Conservancy, whose
website contains the data tabulated on
materials collected during cleanups around
the world: https://oceanconservancy.org/
trash-free-seas/international-coastal-
cleanup/annual-data-release/

“

Commission to the
Selectmen. The
~ Selectmen threw the
ball back into the
Parks Commission
Court to possibly
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pair of young men decided to light something on fire
to “see what happened”. They found out. A
neighbor called 9-1-1 and a deputy caught the pair
at the park. One of the offenders contacted the town
office to apologize and pay restitution which is
almost complete. Town facilities maintenance
director Rick Gallegos replaced the boards.
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draft enforceable
language for
Lamoine. The issue
will be discussed at
the Parks Commission
meeting in October.
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DARE Program
Returns to LCS

By Dawn McPhail, Principal
(Lamoine) - DARE is back and better
than ever! This year we are pleased to
welcome Deputy Rob Morang to
Lamoine Consolidated School as he
presents the new and improved
curriculum.

At its inception DARE was an
acronym for Drug Abuse Resistance
Education. Now the D.A.R.E. program
has evolved into the broader meaning of
Define, Assess, Respond, and Evaluate
how to respond to different situations and
problems. DARE has evolved into a
program that helps students make better
decisions. This new curriculum still helps
prevent drug use, but it does so by
developing basic, core skills needed for
making safe and responsible choices.

During the 10 weeks of the DARE
program Officer Morang will lead
discussions and activities that provide
students with authentic opportunities to
focus on self-awareness and management
skills, responsible decision making,
understanding others, relationship and
communication skills, and handling
responsibilities and challenges. The
ultimate goal is for students to learn how
to control their impulses and think about
risks and consequences.

Lamoine/Bayside Grange News
By Kathy McGlinchey

(Lamoine) - In early July, the Lamoine/Bayside Grange hosted a successful Red Cross
blood drive. Twenty-three pints of blood were collected, which exceeded the Red Cross’
goal. Thank you to all of our neighbors and friends who gave the gift of life! We will host
another blood drive on December 6 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. There is always a critical
shortage of blood at holiday time, and you can help! Call 1-800-RED-CROSS or go to
redcrossblood.org to schedule an appointment.

On September 19 the Grange continued its tradition of presenting dictionaries to
third grade students at Lamoine Consolidated School through “The Dictionary Project”.
Grange members Sharon St. Claire and Kathy McGlinchey enjoyed interacting with the
students and experiencing their pleasure at receiving their new dictionaries!

Renovation work on our building continues in partnership with Lamoine
Community Arts. Grangemaster Tom St. Claire is working to complete the exterior siding
project before the cold weather hits. We are thrilled with how it’s shaping up!

The Lamoine/Bayside Grange meets on the third Wednesday of every month. We

always are in search of new members!
Please contact any Grange member if you
are interested.

Grange Master Tom St. Claire diligently
installs brand new siding donated by
Hammond Lumber on the west side of the
Grange Hall
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Town Clerk/Tax Collector Honored

(Lamoine) - Back in 2003 a 23- S
year old who had recently moved % '5 |
back to her birth city applied for i
the vacant Town Clerk/Tax =< 4% &
Collector’s job. A serious auto =g
accident blocked her way to an§
interview with the Board of
Selectmen, so she had to take an &
alternate route to the town hall that &
evening. With absolutely no
municipal government experience, |
the Board of Selectmen offered,
and Jennifer Kovacs accepted.
She’s been on board ever since. At
their last meeting in September, the & ==
Selectmen recognized Jennifer for her 15-years of continuous service. A favorite with
townspeople and co-workers, Jennifer greets customers with a smile and gets their town

business taken care of efficiently. Since her hiring, Jenn has married and twice become
a mother, and manages to balance a very busy family life with work at the town hall.

We’re lucky to have her! .
Community Arts
Presents Spoon
River

By Carol Mason

§ (Lamoine) - There is great excitement
around the Grange and in LCA for the
Fall Show, Spoon River Anthology by
Edgar Lee Masters. This landmark of
American Literature, first published in
1915, is a story of dramatic monologues
written in free verse about a fictional
town in Illinois in the early 1900’s.
Carol Korty has selected 70 characters
from this work which she and Assistant
Director, Wynne Guglielmo will direct
with 18 actors. New for LCA will be a
significant musical component, provided
by Jim Crotteau, Antonio Blasi, and the
cast. Diana McDowell of Lamoine, will
be doing the set design, Cliff Vaux on
set, and LCA veteran Wayne Lawrence
will do set construction. Opening night
is Friday, October 26, with productlons
on the 27" of October November 2™
and 3™ at 7 pm with 2 final matinee on
Sunday, November 4" at 2 pm. Tickets
are $10 at the door. Please call 667-
6564 for reservations or information.

Third grade students at the Lamoine
Consolidated School receive their
dictionaries from the Grange

School Hits the Right Note with Donors

By Dawn McPhail, Principal

(Lamome) There are some very excited young musicians at Lamoine Consolidated
=" School who are simply thrilled to receive some wonderful new music equipment from
generous donors through the Donors Choose program! Mrs. Hawthorne posted the
project and was fully funded to the tune of $1500 within a mere 48 hours! Our school
received 10 ukuleles, cymbals, drum stands, step bells and hand percussion equipment
to name a few. Hawthorne says “Our little rural school is so excited to receive new
instruments for our music program. Your generous donations will make a great impact
on our school. There is a "buzz" around the building with anticipation of a Spring
banquet that will feature the Ukulele group. We are truly grateful for your help.”

Currently, students in fourth grade are introduced to their first instrumental
instruction with the recorder. Fifth grade is the year students choose an individual
instrument and work together to form the LCS Beginner Band. Students continue
instruction in their individual instrument through middle school, but are also introduced
to the keyboard in seventh grade and the guitar in eighth grade. The Ukuleles will
round out the program and will be used beginning in 3rd grade. Quite an
accomplishment for our "little school"!

Students, Conservation Commission ID Trees, Test Blunt’s Pond Water

By Linda Penkalski
(Lamoine) -

laminated chart with photos of the bark and
On a beautiful, late summer leaves

conduct tests on Blunts Pond water

or needles of the trees for samples. In May, the LCC received a

day, the Lamoine Consolidated School identification. After the walk, the students
fifth grade students, their science teacher, worked on tree related activities in the
Tiara Woods, and an ed. tech. met with a classroom.

few members and friends of the Lamoine In late September, members of the
Conservation Commission (LCC) for a Lamoine Conservation Commission met
guided tree walk at the Simon Trail. with Lamoine Consolidated School sixth
Twelve deciduous and coniferous trees had grade students and their science teacher,
numbered tags and each student carried a Tiara Woods, at Blunts Pond to collect and

grant from the Hancock County Fund of
the Maine Community Foundation to
expand the GET WET! household
drinking water testing program to include
on-site testing of water at Blunts Pond.
The students concluded that Blunts Pond
water falls within normal limits for all of
measures.
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