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[rear Pricnds,

As vou gather For your Annual Town Mecting, | websome this opportumity to share some of the work ihat
has made me prood o sepresemt the people of Lamoing and il of Mning in the United Stotes Senate.

Au Chalrmai of the Senate Homeland Secority Committes, | am plessed to report that Congress muds
real progress in 2006 10 protect our nation, incleding major kegizlation that | coauthored to improve the
pecurity of America’s seaports. | also led a bipartizan effort to pass chemical security legisiation that, for
the first time, reguires security messures ot more tan 1,400 chemical faeilities natenwide.

Following the flawed respanse o Hurricane Kairina, the Hometand Security Commities conducted the
most exlensive investigation in s hiztory, asd | cosuthored begislntion that reorganizes aod reunites the
Federal government”s preparednsss and response capahbilithes to meet the challenges of all aspects of
CMETEENCY MnnEgement,

Congress last yesr passed many pieces of legisiation | authored to improve heslth core, assist thos: m
peed, profect our environmendt, support our econamy aed our workers, and sirengiben cur nation's
defemses. The Older Americans Act incledes my amendment (o establich transporation services for
America’s seniors. | led the successiiol fight 1o repect proposed cuts in Medicare home health and
Isrspice payments, and to prevent prescription drag plans from removing 8 drug from their fermulary
diiring e plan vear. | eve secured mereased fanding for diabetes and Alzheimer’s research, and for
SUpEI BErvices for patiemts aod their fomilies,

In 2006, | helped secure a recosd level of fusding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIMEAP), snd Congress renewed the tnx deduction | amhored for tenchers who spend their own maney
o classroom supplics and my renewnble energy tax credit. The landmark Pestal Reform legislazion |
conmthored will ensure affordnble mtes and preserve oniversal service. Major Defenss bills include my
provisions o hekp secars the futare of Bath Iron Works and the jobs of our skilled shipbuilders.

1 remain committed o doing all that [ can to sddress your community s concemns o the federal tevel, 71
may be of assistance to yoo in any way, [ encourage vou to contsct my Bangor office at 545-0417

Simeerely,

earn . Cllios

Susan M. Collins
Lnred Stnies Senator
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