
(Lamoine) - There’s a 
change at the top in 
education in Lamoine 
following the departure 
of Katrina Kane who 
has become the full time 
Superintendent of 
Schools for the 
Ellsworth School 
Department.  The 
Lamoine and Hancock 
School Departments 
have hired Rob Liebow 
to act as “interim” 
Superintendent for at 
least the next year. 
 Liebow is well 
familiar with the area, as 
he ran the school 
department that 
encompasses all of Mt. 
Desert Island for 8 years 
before departing for a similar job in 
Rockport, Massachusetts.  
 Liebow says he’s thrilled to take 
the job before he retires from the education 
community.  One of his first priorities 
during the summer is to shore up office 
space.  The Ellsworth School Department 
had provided space for the Lamoine/
Hancock Superintendent, but had indicated 
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Steady Budget Should Lower Taxes 
(Lamoine) - As inflation rages worldwide, 
property owners in Lamoine should see a 
slightly lower tax bill when the Board of 
Assessors makes its tax commitment in 
July, 2022.  Many factors go into the 
calculation of the property tax rate, and 
while the figures were not final at the end 
of June, the property tax rate should end 
up at about 11.2 mills ($11.20 per $1,000 
valuation).  The mill rate for the 2021/22 
fiscal year was 11.5 mills. 
 The biggest factor in calculating 
the property tax is the annual budget.  A 
town’s budget consists of three parts—the 
municipal government operation, the 
school department operations and the 
county tax component.  
 The municipal spending budget 
increased by $12,880 or 1.28%.  However, 
offsetting revenues dropped by $88,845.00 
as the revaluation reserve was allocated in 
the past fiscal year and not available to 
offset in the 22/23 budget.  That 
necessitated $101,726 new property tax 

dollars for the municipal side of the 
budget.  
 The school budget, which was 
approved on June 22nd saw a decrease of 
tax dollars needed by $75,831.  More state 
funding and available fund balance to 
offset some increased facility costs are 
credited with bringing the budget down, 
despite higher energy costs.  
 The third budget component is 
beyond direct control of town meeting 
voters.  The County Commissioners set the 
Hancock County Budget, and Lamoine’s 
share is up $11,838 or 9.25% compared to 
the 21/22 fiscal year.  
 The other part of setting the tax 
rate is the town’s valuation.  Preliminary 
data showed the taxable value is up 
roughly $2.5 million dollars.  Increased 
funding to reimburse for homestead 
property tax exemptions and increased 
projected municipal revenue sharing from 
the State of Maine helped reduce the 
amount to raise.  

School Budget 
Passes Swiftly 

(Lamoine) - Voters approved the 15 
articles for a $3.5 million dollar school 
budget in just 26 minutes in late June.  
Convening at the school gym on June 
22nd, voters selected Maurice “Joe” 
Marshall as the moderator who took each 
of the items, got a motion to pass and a 
2nd and asked for discussion.  Most of 
the articles generated no discussion and a 
swift vote in favor.  Town Clerk Jennifer 
Kovacs-Lord checked in just 18 voters 
who showed up for the meeting.   
 Two other articles passed at the 
town meeting.  One appropriated $15,000 
from the town’s undesignated fund 
balance (surplus) to provide for 
maintenance at the athletic fields behind 
the school.  The fields had fallen into 
tough shape from a lack of use and 
maintenance during periods of low 
enrollment in the past few years.  The 
other article approved an ordinance that 
will allow the fire department to seek 
restitution for certain fire responses.  
Both of those articles passed with little 
discussion.   
 The attendees gave a round of 
applause to Superintendent of Schools 
Katrina Kane in her final town meeting.  
Kane will step down on June 30th when 
she becomes the full time Superintendent 
for the Ellsworth School Department.  

Animal Control Officer Leaving 
Regional Replacement Under Consideration 

(Lamoine) - Debbie Verrill-McFarland has 
given the Select Board notice that she will 
leave the Animal Control Officer position 
as of September first, after just a little 
more than a year on the job.  Several 
neighboring communities, including 
Trenton and Hancock are also seeking 
someone to fill the required position with 
little interest shown in working part time.   
 Verrill-McFarland noted that the 
job is more of a police officer type of job 

than it is providing services to animals, and 
requires a skill set she was not comfortable 
with.  
 Town officials will start 
discussions with several other communities 
to explore the possibility of hiring a 
common officer to provide the ACO 
services on a regional basis.  Anyone 
interested in service as the ACO is invited 
to contact the Lamoine Town Hall as soon 
as possible.   

Inflation Scuttles 
Planned Paving for 

2022 
(Lamoine) - Record high fuel prices, 
while making it difficult to afford a tank 
of gas, have also seen the cost to create 
pavement skyrocket.  The town had 
budgeted about $100/ton for paving 
Marlboro Beach Road, Maxwell Avenue, 
and Lorimer Road during the fiscal year 
that begins on July 1, 2022.  The word is 
that bids in other communities were 
approaching $300 dollars per ton.  That 
would have created an over-budget 
situation and the Select Board has 
decided to defer on paving until fuel 
prices stabilize. 
 Pavement is a petroleum and 
gravel/stone product.  The “dirt” is 
covered with asphalt which binds it 
together, and asphalt is a product of the 
oil refining process.  With crude oil 
prices hitting record levels and refining 
capacity limited, the economic concept of 
supply and demand has led to the price 
increase.  Additionally, the trucks that 
haul the pavement and the machines that 
place it on the roadway all run on diesel 
fuel which has hit over $6.00 per gallon, 
driving up costs for paving companies. 
 It’s hoped that with time oil 
prices might come down and perhaps that 
paving can be accomplished in the spring 
of 2023 instead.  The town plans to 
closely monitor the cost of asphalt and 
pick the right time to complete the 
projects.  

New Superintendent is Familiar Face 

Former AOS 91 (MDI) Superintendent Rob Liebow has agreed 
to be Lamoine & Hancock’s Superintendent of Schools 

that space was short as Mrs. Kane 
transitions to the new position.  The school 
systems also share business office 
functions, and Liebow hopes that that 
sharing arrangement will continue under 
his tenure. 
 Liebow, has a long education 
background including teacher, coach and 
athletic director. He’s also a boat captain.  
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Appeals Board Overturns Denial 
(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s Board of Appeals 
has granted a Ford Lane family’s request 
to replace and enlarge a deck/step area that 
is less than 25 feet from a property line, 
ruling that the enlarged area is no closer to 
the line than the existing structure.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright had 
denied the construction permit application 
submitted by John Clewley on the grounds 
that the current non-conforming area 
which is 22 feet from the property line 
would be more non-conforming as it 

would run further along their home.  
 Initially Mr. Clewley sought a 
variance to allow for the new area but the 
Appeals Board turned that request down, 
advising the home owner to appeal the 
CEO’s denial instead. 
 The ruling found that the new 
construction would maintain the 22-foot 
setback and not be “more non-conforming” 
than the current situation, which they felt is 
allowed under the Building and Land Use 
Ordinance.   

New Subdivision 
Lots Sell Quickly 

(Lamoine) - The Portland and Florida 
based development company that won 
approval for an 11-lot subdivision 
between Douglas Highway and the 
Jordan River has started marketing the 
lots, and the word from potential buyers 
is that the lots have been quickly spoken 
for.  Within days of installation of the 
subdivision road, parking area and 
electrical poles and line, property 
transactions began the closing process 
and by month’s end, at least six of the 
lots have changed hands. 
 The Planning Board approved the 
Jordan Shores Subdivision prior to April 
1, 2022, and the final signed plan has 
been filed at the Hancock County 
Registry of Deeds.  Planning Board Chair 
John Holt has contacted the developer 
expressing concern about the grade of the 
steep road that will lead into the 
subdivision.  
 Marine worm and clam harvesters 
have quickly taken a liking to the public 
parking area and path to Jordan River 
that was included in the plan, and 
vehicles that had been parked helter-
skelter along Douglas Highway are now 
parked well off the road in an orderly 
fashion to access the mud at low tide.  
 The subdivision still has to install 
an 10,000 gallon underground tank and 
fire hydrant, and the hardware for that 
has been ordered and should arrive 
sometime this summer.  
 Several potential purchasers 
contacted the town office as the land was 
being actively marketed.  Town officials 
were able to supply the approved plan in 
electronic format to answer most 
questions.  

Planning Board Exploring State Housing 
Change Rules 

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s current Building 
and Land Use Ordinance requires that each 
new dwelling unit constructed in town 
have at least 40,000 square feet of land on 
which it sits.  The Maine Legislature has 
passed laws that may conflict with that 
requirement, allowing multiple housing 
units within a single family dwelling.  
How that will mesh with local ordinance 
requirements is a task that towns and cities 
across Maine are under taking, and there’s 
a deadline to alter ordinances to comply 
with the new legislation.  
 As lawmakers were debating the 
ordinance, at least two property owners 
contacted the Code Enforcement Officer to 
inquire about existing homes that 
apparently had been used as duplexes but 
had not received a permit to do so from the 
town.  One applied for and was granted an 
after-the-fact permit and will install a 
larger septic system which will support all 

the bedrooms created by the 2nd dwelling 
unit.  The other home was built many 
decades ago, and notations on an older 
property card made reference to an 
apartment inside the existing building.  
An updated septic plan has been designed 
and filed at the Hancock County Registry 
of Deeds in the event that the existing 
system fails in the future.  
 Those considering expansion of 
an existing single family home into a 
duplex are advised to work closely with 
the Code Enforcement Officer before 
embarking on that effort.  The lot size 
and setback requirements remain in 
place, and it’s still state law that septic 
systems be sized to accommodate the 
total number of bedrooms that dwelling 
unit(s) contain and that requirement will 
remain in place.  The Planning Board 
expects to seek help from Maine 
Municipal Association on the issue.  

Appeals Board 
Welcomes 2 New 
Members, Gets 

Advice 

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s Board of Appeals 
welcomed back a former member to the 
Board and a new member who recently 
moved to town.  Melody Havey served 
on the Board for several years before job 
commitments created a time conflict.  
Havey works for the Maine Office of the 
Attorney General, dealing with 
Department of Human Services matters.  
Gary Loft also joins as an alternate 
member of the Appeals Board.  He 
moved to town many months ago from 
Blue Hill where he also served on a 
municipal board. 
 The Appeals Board has been 
working for years to craft an ordinance to 
create a uniform way to deal with appeals 
across the several town ordinances that 
contain an appeal process.  The latest 
draft dated in March of 2022 was sent for 
review to town attorney Dan Pileggi of 
Acadia Law Group. The board has 
received back Mr. Pileggi’s review of the 
proposed ordinance, but has yet to meet 
to discuss the issues identified by the 
attorney.  It’s not clear what changes will 
be made to the proposed ordinance 
before the Select Board is requested to 
place it before voters.  

Aquaculture 
Regulation on Hold 

For Now 
(Lamoine) - The town’s Select Board has 
opted not to request voters to pass a 
moratorium on aquaculture projects that 
might be proposed in waters off Lamoine 
at this time, despite a request to do so from 
an advocacy group.  Representatives of 
Protect Maine’s Fishing Heritage 
Foundation met with the Select Board 
during the spring, requesting that any 
projects off Lamoine be put on hold until 
the town can develop an ordinance.  The 
Town of Gouldsboro is in the process of 
implementing such an ordinance and has 
run into some hurdles from the State 
Department of Marine Resources which 
holds all regulatory authority for project 
leases in waters beyond the low tide mark. 
The Select Board will monitor the 
developments in Gouldsboro closely.  
 Meanwhile the town meeting in 
March requested the Select Board seek 
intervenor status on the proposed salmon 
farming operation in Frenchman Bay from 
a Norwegian Company called American 
Aquafarms.  The Select Board met with 
town attorney Dan Pileggi to seek advice 
on how to proceed on the matter, but days 
before the planned meeting, the permit 
was rejected by the Department of Marine 
Resources.  The salmon operation does not 
border Lamoine, but many are concerned 
that environmental impacts from the 
operation could adversely affect water 
quality and navigation in the bay where 
several lobstermen make their living.  

Permits Issued 
(Lamoine) - Code Enforcement Officer 
Rebecca Albright issued the following 
permits in the 2nd quarter of 2022: 

Nbr Name Project 

9 Walker, Michael Garage 

10 Labossiere, Anne Deck Expand 

11 Poray, Cynthia Carport 

12 Spevets, Antoinette Shed 

13 Clewley, John Addition 

14 Heyse, Ian Barn, Home 

15 Witkus, Gail Mfg. Home 

16 Cervelli, Phyllis Shed 

17 Cervelli, Phyllis RV 

18 VanVranken, Pat Deck 

19 Young, Dana Garage 

20 Mauro, Jimmy Shed 

23 Trenholm, Jocelyn Addition 

24 St. John, Rebecca Garage 

25 Norton, Clyde Residence 

26 Riley’s Way LLC Duplex 

27 Archer, Earle Addition 

28 Murphy Properties Shed 

29 Soule, Edmund Addition 

Two permit applications are pending 
payment.  Albright issued 4 internal 
plumbing permits, 3 new septic permits, 
and three septic field replacement permits 
with one permit pending payment.  



(Lamoine) - While State election officials 
reported relatively low turnout for the June 
primary election, the number of voters in 
Lamoine well exceeded the state average.  
A special State Senate election may have 
played a role. 
 The Democratic Primary drew 257 
voters to the polls, about 48% of those 
registered in the party.  There were no 
contested primary races among Democrats, 
but Senate candidate Nicole Grohoski 
garnered 309 votes in Lamoine, 90 more 
than Republican Brian Langley.   
 The Republican Party drew 184 
voters, or about 33% of those registered.  
Lamoine resident Duncan Haass saw a 
100-vote victory in a State House race, 
but Steven Coston outpolled Haass in 
other towns and will appear on the 
November ballot against incumbent 
Democrat Lynne Williams. 
 The special senate election also 
drew 96 voters not enrolled in either 
major party.  The total turnout was 537 
voters, about 33% of those registered.  
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Traffic Lights Replace MDOT Flaggers 

A Maine DOT portable traffic light sits 
along Douglas Highway (Route 184) in 
Lamoine, maintaining single lane traffic 

while work crews perform necessary 
drainage work along the state road. 

(Lamoine) - Motorists in 
Lamoine were a little 
surprised to see a set of 
traffic lights operating on 
state roads this summer. 
Traffic in town is not 
exactly very heavy—the 
usual “jam” is caused by 
flocks of turkeys crossing 
the road. 
 The Maine 
Department of 
Transportation installed a 
set or portable lights, first 
on Partridge Cove Road 
(Route 204) and then on 
Douglas Highway (Route 
184) as crews dug ditches 
to improve drainage along 
those sections of road that 
were identified by 
engineers with issues.  
Instead of utilizing at least 
two workers to manually 
stop traffic with flappable 
stop/slow paddle signs and 
radios, traffic lights were placed at each 
end of the work areas to maintain a single 
lane of traffic and keep the MDOT workers 
safe from oncoming traffic.  Work is 
expected to continue off and on through the 
summer months.  

New Welcome Sign 
Installed 

(Lamoine) - The town line with 
Ellsworth on Douglas Highway (Route 
184) has a brand new Welcome to 
Lamoine sign in place.  The Select Board 
approved construction of the second sign 
many months ago, and Mohr Signs of 
Trenton crafted it, delivering the sign in 
May.  It matches the sign installed on 
Jordan River Road (Route 204). 
 The former sign was crafted 
about 25-years ago by the late Patricia 
Haugh, shortly after her family moved to 
Lamoine.  Sun and harsh weather had 
eroded the sign significantly.  Town 
officials removed the sign just prior to 
the new sign’s installation and delivered 
it to her husband, Chuck Weber, who 
said his son Charles had wanted to keep 
it as a memory of his mother.   
 Eagle Scout Richard McMullen, 
who now owns his own construction 
company and the town’s snow plowing 
contract, constructed the sign post for his 
Eagle Scout project when he was a 
teenager.  The posts for the two signs 
remain in place.  

Lamoine’s Facilities Maintenance 
Director Mike Hodgkins installs the new 

Welcome to Lamoine sign. 

All Hired Personnel 
Reappointed 

(Lamoine) - The Select Board has signed 
new contracts with all of its contracted 
employees whose contracts were due to 
expire on June 30th, a sign of continued 
stability in town government.  Returning 
for a one year contract are Code 
Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright, 
Transfer Station Manager Chris Meyer and 
Facilities Maintenance Director Michael 
Hodgkins.   
 Town Clerk and Tax Collector 
Jennifer Kovacs-Lord who will complete 
her 20th year on the job for the town, has 
signed a 3-year contract.  Administrative 
Assistant Stu Marckoon is currently in the 
2nd year of a three year agreement.  
 Annually the Select Board reviews 
how the previous year has gone with 
employees and ask for any suggestions on 
what can be done to improve things for the 
town.  The Board this year also attempted 
to bring compensation to competitive 
levels with other similar positions in other 
communities and in recognition of 
experience and training.  

Beach Sewage Spill Complaint Unfounded 
(Lamoine) - The call was a bit disturbing. 
A woman from the Dedham area contacted 
town staff to report what she was 
convinced was an illegal sewage release 
along Lamoine Beach in May.  She said 
her husband and young daughter were 
walking along the beach when the 
daughter sank up to her knees in the 
material.  The woman initially reported the 
situation was near Lamoine State Park, but 
questioning revealed that the area in 
question was adjacent to the town 
maintained park. 
 That set off an immediate check of 
the area by office staff. Administrator Stu 

Marckoon searched the area described by 
the caller, but could find no evidence of 
sewage.  A large amount of seaweed has 
washed up to the high water mark on the 
beach and much of it was decaying and 
still spongy.  
 The Marine Patrol was also 
contacted and came to the same 
conclusion. It so happened a representative 
of the Maine DEP was in town the next 
day and accompanied Marckoon to the 
area in question, and he too confirmed the 
material was decaying seaweed.  
 The town communicated its 
findings by e-mail with the complainant. 

Ditching to Improve 
State Roads 

A Maine DOT crew digs up the shoulder 
and ditch build-up to improve drainage 

by the Lamoine Town Hall 

(Lamoine) - Maine’s Department of 
Transportation has spent much of the 
quarter shaping ditches in problem areas 
of Routes 184 and 204.  The project is on 
the 2-year work plan, budgeted at more 
than $200,000.  DOT work crews are 
using state and rented equipment to 
accomplish the ditching project a few 
days of each week.  

Turnout Strong for 
June Primary Vote 
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Town Receives Rest of ARPA Funds 

(Lamoine) - The second half of American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) fund has shown 
up in the town’s checking account just 
before the end of the fiscal year.  The town 
has received nearly $180,000 directly from 
the federal government.  Hancock County 
has also delivered $70,000 with another 
$55,000 due during the 2022/23 fiscal year 
to assist with broadband expansion. 
 The bulk of the money is being 
used to fund the expansion of Charter 
Communications lines to unserved areas of 
Lamoine.  The town, county and Charter 
agreed to the plan that will send $220,000 
to wire up those areas.  All of that funding 
will come from ARPA funds. The town is 
providing half and the county funding the 
other half ($110,000 each).  Currently the 
utility is working on obtaining pole 
location permits for the CTV lines. 
 The rest of the ARPA funding has 
gone to provide premium pay to town front
-line employees who worked during the 
declared pandemic emergency between 

March 2019 and June 2020.  Those funds 
have been fully expended, again with the 
town paying half of the $30,000 allocated 
to that. 
 The final project that will see 
ARPA funding utilized will be installation 
of an underground water tank and pump to 
be installed at the fire station/school 
grounds.  A request for engineering 
proposals will come out later in the 
summer of 2022 to design the project.  The 
goal is to provide a fast water source to 
refill fire trucks following fire calls or 
training at the fire station.  The school 
department has been discussing moving 
the front portable classroom to a different 
location but has yet to do so.  It’s 
anticipated the water tank would sit 
underneath the area the classroom covers.  
 The fire trucks are currently 
refilled at clean water supplies in other 
communities.  The pond water sources  in 
Lamoine contain a lot of silt which is not 
suitable for the fire truck tanks.  

Town Volunteer Opportunities are Plenty 
By Larissa Thomas 

(Lamoine) -  The Town of Lamoine has 
a lot going for it, and one of our 
greatest assets is the human talent that 
we have in the boards, committees, and 
various elected positions that comprise 
our town government. Lamoine has 
been blessed to have citizens willing to 
contribute time and energy toward the 
various functions involved in town 
operations. People of good will who 
work together in the interest of their 
community form the backbone of a 
well functioning local government.  
That being said, there are often 
openings on the various boards and 
committees, and there is tremendous 
value in appointing new members with 
fresh perspectives. People who are new 
to town, or who have not been actively 
immersed in town activities, may not 
be fully aware of the various bodies in 
town and what they do. This list is a 
brief summary of the appointed and 
elected positions in Lamoine. If you are 
interested in serving, please introduce 
yourself at the Town Hall so that you 
can be contacted about upcoming 
opportunities. Thank you for 
considering public service! 
Select Board – This is an elected 5-
member board with 1 or 2 members 
chosen annually at the town meeting. 
They are charged directly with operation 
of the municipal government with the 
exception of education.  
School Committee – This is also an 
elected 5-member board with 1 or 2 
members chosen annually by the town 
meeting. They are charged with operation 
of the Lamoine Consolidated School and 
delivery of educational services to 
eligible students. 
Board of Assessors – This is an elected 
3-member board with 1 member chosen 
annually by the town meeting. They are 
charged with assigning the proper 
valuation to each property parcel in town, 
making the annual tax commitment.  
Planning Board – This is a 5-full and 2-
alternate member board appointed by the 
Select Board annually. The Planning 
Board is responsible for suggesting 
ordinances and amendments to existing 

ordinances to for approval by the Town 
Meeting, and processing permit 
applications as required by the various 
ordinances.  
Board of Appeals – This is also a 5-full 
and 2-alternate member board appointed by 
the Select Board. The Appeals Board is 
responsible for adjudicating appeals of 
decisions by the Planning Board and Code 
Enforcement Officer and variances 
requested that might not conform to 
ordinances.  
Budget Committee – This 5-full and up to 
2-alternate board is appointed by the Select 
Board. They are charged with reviewing 
budget submissions by the municipal and 
school officers and making a 
recommendation to the town meeting. 
Conservation Commission – This 5-full 
and up to 2-alternate commission is 
appointed by the Select Board and is 
responsible making recommendations to 
the Select Board and other applicable 
boards regarding a wide range of land use 
and environmental manners. The 
commission also sponsors public education 
efforts and other community events.  
Parks Commission – This 5-full and 1 
(currently)-alternate commission is 
responsible for the operation and 
maintenance policies of the public parks of 
Lamoine. The Parks Commission also 
occasionally co-sponsors public events 
around the town’s parks.  
Technology Committee – This 5-member 
and various alternates and volunteer 
associates committee is responsible for 
making recommendations to the Select 
Board in regard to operation of the town’s 
Cable TV channels, the web page(s), and 
the computerized equipment and operation 
of systems in the town office and other 
facilities.  
Recreation Committee – This 5-person 
committee with some alternate members 
and volunteers is charged with organizing, 
administering and supervising a 
community recreation program.  
Heating Assistance Committee – This 3-

person committee is charged with deciding 

whether to approve applications for 

emergency heating assistance and 

suggesting program policy updates.  

No Mow May 
Aimed to Help Bees 

By Larissa Thomas 
(Lamoine) - This year Lamoine was one 
of a handful of towns in Maine to 
participate in No Mow May, an initiative 
that originated in the United Kingdom, 
and was transplanted to the United States 
via Appleton, Wisconsin. With news of 
the initiative spreading, towns and cities 
across the country joined the effort. The 
Lamoine Conservation Commission, with 
the backing of the Select Board, 
promoted this quirky event with a simple 
invitation: feel free to not mow your lawn 
in May in order support struggling 
populations of bees and other pollinators.   
 The reasoning behind not mowing 
your lawn in the early portion of the 
growing season is that in northern 
latitudes, May is a crucial month for 
pollinators, when their food supply in the 
form of flowering plants can be limited. 
Plummeting populations of pollinators 
and other insects in recent decades pose a  
threat to ecosystems and crucial human 
food crops—including Maine wild 
blueberries—so providing flowers that 
feed pollinators is important, if for no 
other reason than to help safeguard 
agriculture.  
 When the Conservation 
Commission posted the announcement 
about No Mow May on the Town 
Facebook page and sent out press releases 
to the Ellsworth American and the 
Bangor Daily News, we expected modest 
interest. We were surprised that the post 
was shared almost 550 times, and that the 
press releases caught the attention of 
local television news teams. Lamoine’s 
No Mow May event was featured in TV 
news pieces on both WABI 5 (the CBS 
affiliate) and WVII FOX Bangor/ABC 7 
News. The Lamoine Conservation 
Commission is pleased to have raised the 
statewide profile of our town through the 
means of slovenly lawn care.  
 No Mow May was an awareness-
raising effort, and we certainly succeeded 
in directing attention to the importance of 
pollinators. If the Conservation 
Commission promotes the event next 
year, we will likely place a greater 
emphasis on additional ways to support 
pollinator populations early in the 
growing season and throughout the year, 
with ideas like avoiding pesticide use, 
preserving or creating habitat with brush 
piles or nest boxes, reserving a portion of 
your yard as a space for wildflowers, 
adjusting the blade on your mower to 
leave some of the flowering plants in 
your lawn uncut, and planting or 
encouraging native species like 
goldenrod, milkweed, and asters. In the 
meantime, the Conservation Commission 
is eager to get feedback from folks who 
participated in No Mow May this year. 
 Would you like to write about 
your observations regarding the flora and 
fauna of your yard during and after No 
Mow May in an upcoming issue of the 
Lamoine Quarterly? You can find my 
contact information in the personnel 
section of the Town’s website under 
Conservation Commission.  

Photo by Conservation 
Commission Member 

Kerry Diskin 



(Lamoine) - Mutual aid calls to 
neighboring departments, assists to the 
ambulance company and motor vehicle 
accidents made up the bulk of the calls for 
the Lamoine Volunteer Fire Department 
during the 2nd quarter of 2022.  Some of 
the calls out of town were quite serious. 
 Lamoine’s pagers were activated 
20-times from April 1st to June 30th.  
Nine of the calls were for incidents 
beyond the town line in Lamoine.  The 
biggest call that sent trucks and 
manpower out of town was in Gouldsboro 
when the lighthouse keeper’s cottage at 
the base of the light in Prospect Harbor 
caught fire on June 27th.  Assistant Chief 
Rick Martens and Deputy Chief Stu 
Marckoon found themselves inside the 
burning structure helping to get to the heat 
and flames.  Chief Engineer Chris Bean 
and Lt. Doug Jones took part in a water 
shuttle with the tanker truck while a large 
contingent stood by Lamoine’s fire 
station.  
 Martens and Marckoon were also 
part of the interior crew at an Ellsworth 
business that filled with smoke three days 
earlier.  A faulty HVAC unit is believed 
to have generated the smoke.  Another 
call to Ellsworth saw Lamoine assist at a 
barn fire on the Red Bridge Road with 
manpower and equipment.  Lamoine 
personnel also assisted Hancock on the 
scene of a woods fire off the Thorsen 
Road, helping keep the damage to less than 
an acre.  
 In town, five motor vehicle 
accidents brought firefighters to the scene.  
Two were at the intersection of Routes 184 
and 204 one on Jordan River Road, one on 
Mud Creek Road, and the final on Route 3 
in Trenton. Personnel directed traffic while 
ambulance crews and police treated those 
injured and investigated.  
 The department sent its rescue boat 
to search Frenchman Bay after a Marlboro 
resident reported to the Marine Patrol that 
a paddle boarder may have fallen into the 
chilly water.  After a 2-hour search in 
nearly 8-foot seas, the person involved 
made contract with authorities to advise 
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Fire Department Calls Frequent in June 

Assistant Fire Chief Rick Martens looks on 
after exiting the burning cabin adjacent to 
the Prospect Harbor Lighthouse on the US 

Navy facility in Gouldsboro.  

they had gone home to Sorrento.  The 
Coast Guard assisted in the fruitless 
search.  
 Firefighters found the source of a 
reported possible fire in the Meadow Point 
area.  A Cove Road family was using their 
fire pit properly when a person observed 
the flame and smoke from across Raccoon 
Cove and reported a possible building fire.  
The department also responded to a 
malfunctioning smoke detector that was 
placed on an outside deck at the Birch 
Haven Trailer Park off Douglas Highway.  
 The department stood by if needed 
during fires in Franklin, Eastbrook and 
Trenton.  
 Northern Light Medical Transport 
also called for lift assistance three times 
during the quarter.  

Ospreys Have Three Chicks This Spring 
Mama & One Baby 

The osprey nest on Mud 
Creek has produced three 

young ones for 2022.  
Versant Power which 

sponsors the Earth Cam 
osprey camera on the top 
of a large utility pole at 
the “S” turn, built the 

nesting platform in 2020 
following a fire that 

destroyed the previous 
nest.   

 
Picture from Earthcam 

(Lamoine) - A nesting pair of osprey has started raising three chicks in the spring and 
summer of 2022.  Last year the nesting pair also had triplets that all survived and 
fledged.  The EarthCam remote camera has continued to attract, with more than 1-point
-9 million “hits” on the internet.  Versant Power sponsors the camera and built the 
nesting platform on the utility pole after fire destroyed a previous nest 2-years ago.  
 The monitor at the Lamoine Consolidated School provided a continuous stream 
for students, teachers and staff to watch nature in action.  If all goes according to 
nature’s schedule, the young ospreys will grow quickly and should be off and flying on 
its own sometime in August.  

Lamoine & Trenton 
Agree to Back Up 

Plan 
(Lamoine) - Select Board members in 
both Lamoine and Trenton have agreed 
that the town offices in each town can 
back each other up in the event of an 
emergency.  The two boards met in late 
June and finalized a document called an 
Interlocal Agreement.  
 Under the document, should one 
town declare an emergency that renders 
the town office incapable of operating, 
the other town office could provide some 
limited services to residents in both 
communities.  The Select Board of the 
town experiencing the emergency would 
have to sign an emergency declaration 
and inform the other town of the 
situation.  
 The agreement would allow the 
providing town to collect excise taxes to 
process vehicle registrations on behalf of 
the town with the emergency.  Limited 
treasury and general assistance services 
are also possible.   
 It was noted that even during the 
pandemic, both towns were able to 
function to provide services to their own 
residents, and the likelihood of having to 
utilize the agreement is fairly slim.   

Fire Station to 
Upgrade Garage 

Doors 
(Lamoine) - The apparatus bay doors at 
the Lamoine Fire Station are about 33-
years old now, and some of the panels 
have started to rust.   The doors still 
work, but the controllers and motors that 
operate them have reached a point of 
obsolescence as well. 
 Funds from the fire department 
corporation and the remaining town 
budget from 2021/22 will combine to 
replace the motors/controllers in the 
coming months, as well as the rusted 
panels.  One of the features of the 
upgrade will be remotely controlled 
doors in the cabs of the fire trucks, which 
will allow drivers to close them when 
leaving the station and open them on 
return without having to leave the truck’s 
cab.   That may save on heat loss during 
winter month calls, and help secure the 
building when all crews are gone and did 
not stop to manually close the door after 
the apparatus leaves the building.  
 Another feature is a mandated 
safety item—a sensor to detect if 
something or someone is underneath the 
door path that will immediately stop the 
door from closing. 
 Overhead Door Company of 
Bangor will do the installation sometime 
during the summer/fall of 2022.  The cost 
will be $8,035.00.  The department will 
use part of its privately raised funds to 
assist with the cost.  Unexpended 
budgeted funds for the just ended fiscal 
year will pay for the rest.  
 The current fire station was 
constructed in 1989 and 1990.  Overhead 
Door has provided preventative 
maintenance on the garage doors since 
the building was constructed, making 
sure they open and if they break, fixing 
them promptly.  



navigate to the popular items that folks 
look for.  
 The town offers a variety of 
government services online, including 
vehicle registration, dog licensing, and 
burn permits to name a few. One of the 12 
box tabs on the front will take visitors to 
all of the online services offered.  Tabs 
will also lead to calendars, town 
departments, town boards and committees, 
maps, publications, code enforcement 
information and the like.  There’s even a 
quick click to get to the Osprey Cam. 
 The town’s technology fund which 
utilizes Cable TV franchise fees paid for 
the new design and maintenance.  Town 
staff will still keep the site updated.  

6 

Lamoine Quarterly  - July 2022 

New Website to go Live in July 

This is a 
screenshot of 
the new web 
page design 

for the town’s 
site.  It has 

been 
undergoing 
development 
for several 
months by 

Reach 
Marketing.  

(Lamoine) - The town’s website 
(www.lamoine-me.gov) has been a 
homemade design for more than 15 years.  
The town office staff has kept it very up to 
date, and there is a lot of information 
contained on the site, which is among the 
more useful municipal sites in Maine. The 
trouble is, it’s not been all that “pretty”.  
 By the time this edition of The 
Lamoine Quarterly is published, a new 
website should be up and running.  The 
town’s Technology Committee and the 
Select Board approved of hiring Reach 
Marketing (a subsidiary of The Ellsworth 
American) to design the new site.  It will 
still have a lot of information, but will be 
more pleasing to the eye and easier to 

Speed Sign Deployed During Warm Months 

(Lamoine) The portable speed monitoring 
sign is doing its silent work again during the 
warm months, showing traffic how fast it is 
traveling and flashing admonitions when 
speed is too fast.   The town has deployed the 
Maine Department of Transportation supplied 
sign for the past three years, placing it at 
various locations around town, sometimes in 
conjunction with a similar sign used by the 
Hancock County Sheriff’s Department.  
 In addition to displaying real time 
speed, the sign also records the speed from 
each vehicle detected along with the time that 
speed was detected.  The town programs the 
sign with a laptop computer and can 
download the speed data onto the same 
laptop to generate reports for future 
enforcement requests.   
 A trailer owned by the fire department 
is used to move and host the sign.  It’s not 
utilized in the winter months as the solar 
charged batteries will not function in sub 
freezing temperatures.     

The town’s speed monitoring trailer picks up the velocity of an oncoming vehicle while 
the Road Commissioner sets it up on Pinkhams Flats.  Interestingly, the display is 

difficult to photograph because of its brightness.    

Harbor Survey 
Planned 

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s regulated harbor 
in front of Lamoine State Park is home to 
about 63 moorings during the summer 
months.  One of the challenges for 
Harbor Master David Herrick and 
Deputy Kevin Murphy is that it’s not 
really clear where all of the moorings sit. 
The mooring field has never been 
mapped out.  That will change this 
summer.  
 A company called GEI 
Consulting will utilize a drone to fly over 
and photograph the mooring field in front 
of the state park at a time when most of 
the moorings are occupied.  Engineers 
will use the data collected during the 
drone flight to map out the existing 
moorings and provide that map to the 
town.  This should allow the harbor 
master to more accurately assign 
mooring spaces.  It’s expected the project 
should begin sometime in late July or 
early August. 
 Herrick also reminds permit 
holders that a permit sticker needs to be 
affixed to the mooring float ball in order 
to identify which mooring goes to the 
permit.  
 The project will cost $9,200.00 

Crush the Boxes! 

(Lamoine) - Shipping air is expensive!  
Transfer Station Manager Chris Meyer 
continually asks facility users to flatten 
out cardboard boxes, and signs will be 
posted soon to remind folks to do so—no 
matter whether the boxes are placed in 
the recycling bins or the trash bins.   
 When a box is not broken down, 
it takes up its entire space inside the bins.  
The recycling containers have only 40 
cubic yards of space, and a cardboard 
box that isn’t flattened takes up a lot of 
space, limiting the amount of zero sort 
materials that can fit inside the big bins.  
That means tonnage that isn’t shipped for 
recycling which could be.   
 The regular 10-yard trash bins 
also have limited space.  The same 
principle applies—unflattened cardboard 
boxes prevent maximum utilization of 
the dumpsters, and could lead to early 
facility closure. 

New Road Names 

(Lamoine) - The Select Board has added 
new road names to the two roads that serve 
the new Jordan Shores Subdivision.  The 
access road leading from Douglas 
Highway will be named Ballpark Lane, as 
the area once was home to a beautiful 
amateur baseball field.  The road 
intersecting the access road will be called 
Farms Edge Road.  It’s expected that 
most of the addresses will actually utilize 
the latter road name for a physical address.  
The town will install road name signs and 
update maps later in the summer.  

Speed Limit Awaits 

(Lamoine) - A request by Marlboro Beach 
Road residents to have the speed limit 
lowered from 35MPH to 25MPH still 
awaits a determination by the Maine 
Department of Transportation.  Residents 
have complained about speeding traffic for 
the past few years.   
 An MDOT official reported to the 
town they are still awaiting a traffic survey 
on the road that leads from the end of State 
Route 204 before determining what the 
appropriate speed limit should be.  The 
DOT is tasked with setting all speed limits.  

Local Road Work 
Awarded 

(Lamoine) - The Select Board has 
awarded various local road improvement 
projects to in-town contractors who 
expect to start work this summer.  
George Crawford won the 3 year bid to 
mow the sides of the road along with the 
landfill cap.  
 Kelley & Sons Small Excavating 
submitted the low bids for a number of 
ditching and culvert replacement 
projects.  The largest project will be a 
cross culvert that has rusted out on 
Needles Eye Road.  Another cross 
culvert on Lorimer Road will also be 
replaced.  The company will also finish 
up work authorized in the 2021/22 year.  
 Jay Fowler & Son will do some 
ditching and driveway culvert projects on 
Walker Road.  



By Cathi Goebel & Linda Penkalski (Lamoine) On April 23, Parks Commission and 
Frenchman Bay Conservancy 
sponsored a Stargazing event 
at Marlboro Beach. Linda 
Penkalski shared her expertise 
about the night sky and despite 
the cool evening, the event was 
well attended by about 25 
people. 
  If you missed it in 
April, there will be an Encore 
Performance on August 17 at 
Marlboro Beach at 8:30 PM 
with a rain/cloud date of 
August 20. Summer 
constellations including 
Scorpius, Sagittarius and 
Pegasus along with the 
summer triangle ( the stars 
Vega, Deneb and Altair) and 
Saturn will be visible. August 
is a great time to see the Milky 
Way. We will look at the 
circumpolar stars in the 
northern sky and see how they 
have moved since the April 
Stargazing event. Bring 
binoculars if you have them.  

(Lamoine) - Modern 
technology has come to the 
Lamoine Volunteer Fire 
Department, albeit slowly.  A 
program called “I Am 
Responding” allows 
members to hit a screen on 
their smart phones to let the 
department (and dispatchers) 
know whether they can 
respond to calls almost 
instantly.  The Hancock 
County Commissioners and 
the Regional 
Communications Center, 
which dispatches for nearly 
all of the departments in 
Hancock County have paid 
for a five-year subscription 
to the service. 
 Fire Department responders install 
an application on their phones that pops 
up when the department is dispatched to a 
call.  The responder can hit a choice to 
show whether they are responding to the 
station, directly to the scene, or if they are 
not able to respond at all.  This will show 
up on other smart phones within the 
department, and on a monitor the 
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System Tracks Fire Department Response 

department purchased with donated funds 
and has mounted to the wall in the 
apparatus bay.  
 The system, while easy to use, is 
very complex to install and only a handful 
of volunteers have done so initially.  The 
display also shows where the scene is 
located and what type of call it is, and 
there’s even a map showing the location 
and weather on the display screen.  

A new monitor is mounted at the fire station to show 
which volunteers are responding to active calls.  

Select Board 
Commends Honor 

Graduates 
(Lamoine) - There are some pretty smart 
students who received their high school 
diplomas this spring from area schools.  
Lamoine’s Select Board annually signs a 
certificate of commendation to recognize 
those who graduate with honors from two 
schools.   
 Commended this year were:  
From MDI High School: 
Rai Giblin 
Logan Willard 
Matthew Jones 
Quentin Pileggi 
Kilean Paige 
Kasey Jordan 
And from John Bapst Memorial High 
Olivia Davis 

Scholarships 
Awarded 

(Lamoine) - A bequest from former 
Selectman Allen Hodgkins and his wife, 
former Treasurer Leurene Hodgkins, will 
provide more than $25,000 worth of 
scholarships to 8 Lamoine students 
attending college in the fall.  
 Those applying for and receiving 
scholarships were Madison & Matthew 
Jones, Ross and Olivia Fowler, Kasey 
Jordan, Moxie McBrierty, Paul Briggs 
and Olivia Davis.  
 The Select Board reviews the 
applications annually and informs the 
Maine Community Foundation of its 
awards.  Six of the students are attending 
University of Maine campuses, while one 
attends a college in Vermont and another 
in Boston.  

Memorial Day to get 
a Boost 

Nathan C. Mason IV of the United States Navy salutes 
those who perished in service to their country at the 

Veterans’ Memorial during the 2022 ceremony. 
Photo by Jo Cooper 

(Lamoine) - Attendance at Memorial Day 
ceremonies at the Lamoine Veterans 
Memorial seems to have dropped off a 
bit.  Organized for years by Select Board 
member Gary McFarland, the event has 
included a short speech by area 
dignitaries, placement of a wreath crafted 
by former town clerk Hubene Brodie and 
other appropriate activities for the day. 
 The committee that organized the 
Lamoine 150! Celebration has offered to 
assist with organizing the annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony in the coming 
years.  Select Board member Jo Cooper 
said the committee will be glad to get 
together to help publicize the event to 
attract more townsfolk to the event, and 
to assist McFarland with lining up 
participants.  
 The town event often coincides 
with a Memorial Day Parade in 
neighboring Ellsworth.  Weather can be 
an issue—rain can scuttle plans for an 
outdoor ceremony, and the inside of the 
town hall is opened for the speaker to 
deliver the address.  
 The Memorial has been 
maintained for years by Girl Scouts 
Kasey Jordan and Lily Philbrick who 
now attend college.  The committee may 
assist Parks Commissioner Lori Jordan 
with some of that work, too.  

Roadkill—We Get Calls! 
(Lamoine) - Lamoine has a lot of wildlife 
and much of it is not particularly savvy 
about motor vehicles.  Porcupines, skunks, 
hares and deer often complete the circle of 
life in the road, and we get calls at the 
town hall about it.  Many wonder what the 
policy is (so does the staff, quite frankly as 
there’s no written one). 
 If you call about a dead animal that 
is not someone’s pet, we’ll ask you a few 
questions.  The first will be, which road it 
is on, and where.  If it’s a state highway, 
the appropriate contact is the Maine 
Department of Transportation. We’ll give 
them a call usually.  If it’s a town public 
road, the Road Commissioner (your 
Lamoine Quarterly writer) is in charge of 
proper disposal.  A private road—that’s 
the road association or land owner’s 
responsibility.   

 We’ll also ask if the remains are 
in the travel lane, on the dirt shoulder, or 
located off the road. If it’s in the public 
road and a traffic hazard, the state and 
town response generally is to pull the 
carcass off the road and into a wooded or 
tall grass area.  That way the turkey 
vultures, crows and microorganisms (we 
call them the unpaid road crew) will 
swiftly digest the remains.  
 Often the caller will complain 
that the remains are particularly 
odiferous (they stink).  We know.  It’s 
not pleasant, but it’s what happens.  The 
stench will eventually dissipate (even 
skunks!).  There’s no magic dead animal 
dumping area, and the local zoo doesn’t 
take them any more.  And besides, the 
turkey vultures look at us strangely if we 
take away dinner! 

Star Gazing Event Planned August 17 
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July 2022 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4—Town Hall Closed 
(Independence Day) 

5 6-8AM Board of 
Assessors 

7 8 9 

10 11- Planning Board 
canceled 

12-Town Hall closed 
at lunch 

13-7PM 
Conservation Cmsn. 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21-7PM Select 
Board 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 The town hall will be closed at lunch on July 12th and during the week of July 25th due to vacation.  

August 2022 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1-7PM Planning 
Board 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10-7PM 
Conservation 
Commission 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17-Stargazing at 
Marlboro Beach 

18—7PM Select 
Board 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31-1st Half 
Property Taxes 
Due 

   

September 2022 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1-7PM Select 
Board 

2 3 

4 5—Town Hall 
Closed—Labor 
Day 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12-7PM Planning 
Board 

13 14-7PM 
Conservation 
Commission 

15-7PM Select 
Board 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  


