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Voters to Decide on Assessing Future 
Elected Board Requesting to Dissolve 

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s three member 
elected Board of Assessors says the time 
has come to fill a complex job with one 
hired professional.  In the past ten years, 
the current board members have either run 
unopposed, or were elected by write-in  
votes when no one appeared on the annual 
town meeting ballot. The board says that is 
an indication that no one is really 
interested in succeeding them, which is 
part of the issue.   
 Lamoine’s Select Board has 
scheduled the vote to coincide with the 
Gubernatorial Election on November 8, 
2022.  The referendum ballot will read:  

Shall the Town of Lamoine approve 
amendments to the Ordinance 
regarding municipal Elections, Terms 
of Office and Assumption of Official 
Responsibilities dated November 8, 
2022 to:  

 Replace the elected Board of 
Assessors with a single 
assessor appointed by the 
Select Board effective July 1, 
2023; 

 Change references to “Board of 
Selectmen” to Select Board 
consistent with state statute; 

 Remove extraneous 

information regarding dates of 
school committee elections. 

 State law requires that a vote to 
dissolve an elected board take place at 
least 90 days prior to the annual town 
meeting.  In the case of elected assessors, 
there is a required turnout of  10% of the 
number of votes cast in the last 
Gubernatorial Election.  Given that the 
vote will take place at the same election, 
the minimum voter turnout requirement 
will be easily met, as will the 90-day 
requirement. 
 For those not familiar with the 
assessing function, the position assigns 
values to properties in town, processes 
numerous exemption forms, decides on 
requests for tax abatements, issues 
supplemental tax assessments, prepares 
various state reports, and makes the annual 
property tax commitment.   It’s a lot of 
very technical work. 
 The current office holders share a 
salary of $4,600.  Presuming the Select 
Board appoints a professional assessor, 
it’ll cost more than the current setup.  Just 
how much more will be under study during 
the upcoming budget cycle.   
 Town office staff currently does a 
great deal of the paper and computer work 
for the elected board.   

Appraisers Andy Louder and Colby Higgins of RJD 
Appraisal get their paperwork ready for a day of looking at 

buildings during the property revaluation that started in 
September.  

Property Revaluation Underway 
(Lamoine) - Property appraisers from RJD Appraisal have begun the 
arduous task of visiting every property in town to confirm what 
buildings are located there, take a new picture and new measurements 
if necessary and assign updated values to the real estate.  The 
revaluation is the first full effort in 30 years, and is necessitated by the 
real estate market.  So far the crew has reported great cooperation and 
interaction with residents.  They are very careful to respect requests 
not to intrude on property.  
 The latest property sales show that on average the price paid is 
more than 80% higher than the town’s assessed value for the land and 
buildings.  Those assessments are based on the formula initially set in 
1993 and then factored upward in 2005 based on market conditions at 
that time.  
 The most oft asked question is “Will my assessed property 
value go up a lot?” The answer is likely to be yes, but when the overall 
assessed value of the town goes up, the property tax rate will go down.    
For instance, if the total assessed value of the town goes up by 50%, 
the mill rate applied to the assessed value (given an equal budget) 
would decrease by 50%.  The actual amount property values will rise 
is not yet known.  In addition to gathering the data on the buildings, 
the appraisers are looking at actual property sales over the past three 
years to recalculate the formula used to assign an assessed value.  
Owners will be notified prior to a final valuation determination with a 
chance to meet with the appraisal company.  

Fire Department Open House is Oct. 8th 

(Lamoine) - The men and women who 
make up the Lamoine Volunteer Fire 
Department will show off the fire station 
on Saturday, October 8, 2022 from Noon 
until 3PM.  The open house will feature a 
free grilled lunch while supplies last.   
 It’s been several years and a 
worldwide pandemic since the fire 
department has held an open house or any 
kind of public event.  There have been a 
lot of changes at the fire station, including 
the addition of a specialized washing 

machine and dryer, the addition of the 
ladder truck, and the new monitor to show 
who is responding to calls.  
 There are several new fire 
department members too who will be in 
attendance, along with many long timers 
who have served the department for 
decades. 
 The open house will also be an 
opportunity to discuss volunteer 
opportunities within the fire department for 
those who might be interested.  

Tax Stabilization 
Applications Due 
By December 1st.  

(Lamoine) - The Legislature in Maine 
created a program that will lock in  
residential property taxes at a set value 
for elderly residents, no matter how 
much the bill might go up in a later year.  
The Property Tax Stabilization program 
takes effect in the 2023/24 tax year, and 
successful applicants would see their 
property tax frozen at the 2022/23 
amount going forward, unless the tax 
amount goes down.   
 Applications for the tax 
stabilization program are available at the 
Lamoine Town Office and on the town’s 
website—look for the “Bulletin Board” 
section on the front page.  There is a 
deadline to apply of December 1st 
annually.  The form is very easy to fill 
out and town office staff can assist those 
with questions.  
 There are some requirements that 
people will have to meet to qualify.  The 
program is open to those property 
owners who will be at least 65 years old 
as of April 1, 2023 (or any subsequent 
April 1st going forward).  The property 
owner must also have qualified for a 
Maine homestead exemption for at least 
10 years.  There is no requirement, 
though that the property owner actually 
received the homestead exemption.  
Several applicants who’ve heard about 
the stabilization program didn’t realize 
that the homestead exemption was 
available and have simultaneously 
applied for that as well. 
 The State will reimburse the 
towns the difference between the full tax 
bill and the stabilized amount.  
Applicants MUST fill out the form 
annually to qualify and submit it by 
December 1st of each year.  Failure to do 
so will disqualify otherwise eligible 
citizens from receiving the benefit.  
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Short Term & Camp Rentals Lead to 
Complaints and Concerns 

(Lamoine) - The Code Enforcement 
Officer and other town officials have 
started hearing concerns about properties 
being used for short term rentals in town.  
While most of the rental situations have 
had little impact, a few have led to serious 
environmental and social impacts. For 
instance, one complaint claimed that 13 
people were staying in a two bedroom 
home, creating an undue strain on the 
septic system.  
 Lamoine’s Building and Land Use 
Ordinance has several sections that address 
recreational vehicles and/or tents that are 
set up and leased for short term use.  An 
RV that is occupied for more than 30 days 
requires a construction permit, and must be 
hooked up to a permitted septic system.  
Any tent or RV that is leased for a fee is 
also considered a campsite, and the 
Planning Board is the permit issuing 
authority for campgrounds under terms of 
a separate ordinance.  
 Inquiries started coming in from 
various parts of town about such short 

term rentals, prompting numerous 
investigations by Code Enforcement 
Officer Rebecca Albright.  The owner of a 
tent on Woodcock Lane was informed that 
they were immediately to stop rental of the 
tent, which was the subject of numerous 
complaints, as campers were lighting 
bonfires during high fire danger periods 
with little capability of controlling fire 
should a spark escape.  The owner has 
agreed to only occupy the tent, which has 
no sanitary facilities, themselves. 
 Two notices of violation have been 
sent to property owners off Lamoine 
Beach Road after discovery of RV and 
tents that were allegedly occupied and 
leased without permits.  And in mid-
September, the CEO was notified by the 
fire department of the presence of a 
camper trailer on Needles Eye Road that 
does not have a permit but was occupied.  
The presence was discovered after a 
neighbor reported smelling smoke and 
firefighters found an unpermitted brush 
pile burn.  

Campers such as this one found during a fire call on Needles Eye Road 
require a permit to be on-site and occupied for more than 30-days.  
Several unpermitted RV’s and tents showed up this past summer.  

 The Select Board received an e-
mail from a Marlboro Beach Road 
resident asking for consideration of some 
simple, short-term rental regulation after 
concerns about overcrowding and noise 
in that neighborhood.  The Select Board 
discussed the matter on September 15th 
with several folks who lease permitted 
buildings on a weekly basis as vacation 
rentals.  Those property owners urged 
against undue regulation, saying the 
vacation rental industry is fairly self-
regulating through online platforms such 
as Air BnB and VRBO.   Those facilities 
that don’t meet standards as advertised 
usually receive poor reviews online, 
making them more difficult to rent.  
Town staff also supplied a copy of the e-
mail to Lamoine’s Planning Board which 
briefly discussed the situation during 
their September meeting.  
 Following the discussion, the 
Select Board took no action to begin any 
sort of short-term rental regulation, 
noting that situations such as over 
burdening a septic system are already 
covered under state plumbing code 
provisions.  Other objectionable activity 
such as traffic and noise are also covered 
by state laws.  

Water Test High for PFAS, 
Sodium 

(Lamoine) - The Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection reports that at least three residential well 
samples in the vicinity of the former Lamoine Landfill 
have higher than acceptable levels of PFAS, also called 
forever chemicals.  The town has arranged for bottled 
water for two of those homes.  The findings also 
prompted the DEP to test more wells in the 
neighborhood, a slow process taking place over the past 
couple of months.  The agency is still analyzing those 
samples and samples taken from wells located around the 
perimeter of the closed and capped landfill. 
 One of the residential water samples turned up 
very high levels of sodium.  That sample came from a lot 
adjacent to other lots that had high sodium levels back in 
the early 1990s, likely due to the presence of the town’s 
winter salt/sand pile.  The town ended up building a shed 
to cover the large pile, which improved the water quality 
on those lots.   

Gravel Permits 
Renewed With 

Limited Comment 
(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Planning Board 
granted three-year permits to three gravel 
extraction operations belonging to Harold 
MacQuinn, Inc. and one belonging to RF 
Jordan.  The public hearing in September 
drew few participants and the only 
comments received had to do with noise 
from a stone crushing operation at a pit 
operated by John W. Goodwin Jr.  The 
Goodwin permits expire in October and 
the Planning Board will consider those 
permits at their meeting October 10, 2022.  
 The Code Enforcement Officer has 
found that land from which gravel was 
removed at the so-called Kittredge Pit has 
been restored to satisfaction with the 
town’s Gravel Ordinance.  The land was 
excavated by Harold MacQuinn, Inc. while 
the permit ordered by the Board of 
Appeals was argued before the Maine 
Supreme Judicial Court.  The court 
ultimately upheld the denial of the permit 
to expand the size of that pit, forcing the 
restoration efforts.  

Summer Proves Busy Building Time 
(Lamoine) - Code Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright issued 16 building permits 
during the 3rd quarter of 2022.  She also issued 11 plumbing permits, including 5 
septic systems, and 6 internal/hookup permits.  The building permits are as follows:  

# Name Project 

32 B&T Colson Residence, Garage 

33 Pratt, Bobbie Residence 

34 Robertson, T. RV 

35 Ohanian, G. Shore Path 

36 Walls, Brian Addition 

37 Yonis, Robin Shed 

38 Martin, Kyle RV 

39 School Dept Portable Classrm 

40 Dennison, D. Residence, Garage 

41 Martin, Kyle Residence 

42 Miles, Katie Residence 

43 Johnson, D. Deck 

44 Brown, Rob’t Brzway, Garage 

45 Jones, Brett Cabin 

46 Jones, Brett Cabin 

47 Dalton, C&V Deck 

Appeals Board 
Ordinance Slows 

(Lamoine) - For many years now, the 
Lamoine Board of Appeals has been 
attempting to craft an ordinance to lead 
to a uniform method to hear appeals of 
various ordinance decisions and alleged 
violations.  The latest draft of an 
ordinance was submitted to town 
attorney Daniel Pileggi for review and 
comment.  In his reply back to the 
Appeals Board, the attorney seemed to 
raise a variety of questions about the 
proposed ordinance. 
 The Board of Appeals has 
requested more time with Mr. Pileggi to 
clarify the questions raised by the 
ordinance review.  The Select Board has 
granted the Appeals Board two 
additional hours.  To date no meeting has 
been scheduled, and no final draft is 
ready for voter approval.  



(Lamoine) - Lamoine is presently 
without an Animal Control Officer  
(ACO) following Debbie Verrill-
McFarland’s retirement effective 
September 1, 2022.  Our neighboring 
towns find themselves in a similar 
situation, so Lamoine has been helping to 
coordinate an effort to hire a regional 
ACO.  
 Animal Control has become an 
extremely difficult position to fill, as the 
prioritized aspects of the job have shifted 
significantly over the years.  Instead of 
dealing with stray dogs and cats (and the 
ACO still does that), the position has 
become increasingly a law enforcement 
position, dealing with people who can be 
very upset at times with violations of 
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Drought, Leaks Impact Water Company 
(Lamoine) - Cold Spring Water Company 
serves several dozen customers in the 
center of town, including the school and 
fire station.  The private water cooperative 
started noticing heavy water use in the 
summer months, and by September, the 
system was not refilling fast enough to 
handle the demand.  That caused a lot of 
concern among those who operate the 
system, to the point that for a few days, 
they shut the water off between 9AM and 
5PM and from 9PM to 5AM.  They also 
called in the Maine Rural Water 
Association (MRWA) to go hunting for 
leaks. 
 While there was not much rain 
during the summer months, the gauges that 
monitor the aquifer level didn’t show any 
significant drop.  The suspicion was that 
there was a major leak somewhere in the 
system.  That suspicion turned out to be 
correct.  Two leaks have been found thus 

far in lines coming from the water main on 
Mill Road to serve residences.  One was 
causing about 10,000 gallons per day to 
run out of the line and back into the 
ground.  Because the earth is mainly sand 
and gravel in the area, the leak did not 
move upward.  A second, larger leak was 
discovered in a line a few hundred feet 
down the road (see picture below), and 
that has been repaired.  The water 
company operator reports that the system 
has gone from using about 28,000 gallons 
per day back to its normal 10,000 or so 
gallons.  
 Operator John Holt says the 
MRWA used a sound detection device to 
pinpoint the water leak.  The crew from 
Jay Fowler & Son responded immediately 
to repair the broken line.  Holt says they 
plan to check at least 18 more connection 
lines to see if more repairs might be 
needed to reduce water use.  

The Cold Spring Water Company had to excavate part of Mill Road as it 
searched for a major leak that led to temporary water shortages for the system.  

New Website Up & Looking Good 

Towns Look to Join 
Together on Animal 

Control Officer 

state laws.  The animals are pretty easy to deal 
with.  It’s the alleged violators and complainants  
who have become increasingly agitated at times, 
leading those holding the ACO position to 
become extremely frustrated and frightened.   
 Former Lamoine Code Enforcement 
Officer Millard Billings, who is the Unorganized 
Territory Supervisor for Hancock County has 
been a key player, proposing a contract that 
would have the County Government hire a 
regional animal control officer.  Towns would 
contribute a sum of money annually to procure 
services, and the regional ACO would also bill 
towns for actual time and mileage for calls in 
each community.  The towns of Trenton, 
Hancock, Franklin, Sullivan, Sorrento, Winter 
Harbor and Gouldsboro have joined Lamoine in 
the effort, along with the unincorporated 
townships in Hancock County.  The County 
Commissioners have given initial approval.  

(Lamoine) - Those who’ve visited the 
Town of Lamoine’s website 
(www.lamoine-me.gov) have remarked 
how nice the newly updated site looks.  
REACH Marketing, a division of the 
Ellsworth American, designed and is now 
hosting the town’s website.  More 
importantly, they’ve provided training to 
town staff on how to maintain the 
information contained on the site. 
 The town first started a website 
sometime around 2004, using freely 
available software.  Technology 
Committee member Brett Jones set up an 
off-site server and town staff designed a 
very rudimentary site that had lots of 
information that was quickly accessible, 
but was not exactly eye pleasing.  The off-
site server was replaced with a server 

based at the town office and Jones kept 
things running fairly smoothly, except 
when the power went out for long 
periods of time at the office.  The site 
content was still maintained by town staff 
using free software. 
 Today’s site is now housed 
somewhere on the cloud and backed up 
by the REACH folks. It is also on a 
secure server, which means that it’s 
highly unlikely that by visiting the site 
users would pick up any nasty viruses or 
other malicious software. The town pays 
a monthly fee for the hosting and some 
content support, but town staff still is 
adding material to the site on pretty much 
a daily basis.  Users are encouraged to 
contact the town office with comments 
and content ideas or for corrections. 

Town Contracts 
Traffic Light 
Maintenance  

(Trenton) - The traffic signal installed at 
the end of Jordan River Road at the Route 
3 intersection in May 2016 has generated a 
few complaints during heavy traffic in 
August and September.  Though the light 
is located in Trenton, the Town of 
Lamoine pays the electricity and is 
responsible for maintaining the fixtures.  
Finding a company to maintain the light 
has been difficult at best over the years, 
but the Select Board this summer 
contracted with Frazier Signals 
Technology a new company based in the 
Bangor area to do that, apparently in the 
nick of time.   
 The wind has played havoc with 
the light.  The traffic sign holders failed a 
few years ago, and the signs would whip 
around in heavy gusts and damage the 
back plates of the lights.  The sign holder 
repairs will be completed in October  
 Frazier performed annual 
maintenance in August.  They returned in 
September when the Maine DOT reported 
that the traffic detective device inside the 
traffic light box was not functioning 
properly and played a part in traffic 
backups.  Lynn Frazier said they re-booted 
the computer that controls that and it 
appears to be working properly again.  A 
power bump or failure may have led to the 
malfunction.  

https://www.lamoine-me.gov


By Larissa Thomas & Linda Penkalski 
(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Conservation 
Commission (LCC) continues to support 
science education and outdoor experiences 
for the young people of our town, and we 
have built a productive partnership with the 
Lamoine Consolidated School, centered on 
events that enrich the science curriculum.  
 On a beautiful late summer morning, 
the school’s sixth grade students and their 
science teacher, Tiara Woods, met two LCC 
volunteers at Blunts Pond to undertake 
sampling of the water at the pond. The next 
day, two volunteers assisted the students 
who completed testing of the water samples 
at the school. This hands-on project, which 
acquaints students with practical chemistry 
methods, has taken place since September 
2018, when the LCC received a Hancock 
County Grant from the Maine Community 
Foundation to expand on the GET WET! 
water testing program.  We are pleased to 
add the Blunts Pond testing to the program, 
as outdoor, immersive educational 
experiences are engaging and memorable for 
students, and hopefully will help nurture an 
enthusiasm for science.  
 On another beautiful September 
morning, five LCC volunteers met with 16 
fifth graders and Tiara Woods for the annual 
tree identification walk at the Simon Trail. 
The goal of the walk was to introduce the 
students to some of the species of trees 
found here in Lamoine, and to 
acquaint them with hiking 
safety and etiquette.  In 
preparation for the walk, Iris 
Simon had marked 12 
different species of trees along 
the trail. As each group of 
students and volunteers 
stopped at each numbered 
tree, the students were given a 
brief lesson, had time to ask 
questions, and then were 
tasked with identifying the 
tree by leaf and bark 
characteristics. The students 
were enthusiastic and very 
curious. During our walk, they 
pointed out different types of 
mushrooms, ferns, and lichen that we found on the trail. The Simon Tree ID Walk is the 
brainchild of Iris Simon, who partnered with the LCC in 2016 to launch the event. 
Beyond the event’s educational value, it has been a wonderful way to inspire an 
appreciation for Lamoine’s natural resources.  
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Preliminary Figures Show Strong FY 2022 
(Lamoine) - Presuming that unaudited 
figures are close to correct, the Town of 
Lamoine finds itself in a very favorable 
financial condition at the beginning of the 
2022/23 fiscal year.  The town’s general 
undesignated fund balance (surplus) 
showed $847,000 dollars, up from the end 
of the previous fiscal year ($702,000).  
The school department’s fund balance was 
even stronger at about $1.72 million 
dollars. 
 All of the surplus funds are 
available cash, as the investment 
management fund held $2.65 million and 
the checking account of $250,000 at the 
end of June 2022.  The town’s books will 
undergo the annual audit during the fall, 
and some adjustments will be made, but 
generally the figures will be close.  
 What accounted for the strong 

increase?   Treasurer Stu Marckoon reports 
that a fairly conservative budget saw 
roughly $30,000 less spent from the 
general fund than budgeted, and well over 
$100,000 in general fund revenue received 
beyond what was budgeted.   Most of the 
unexpected income was in the form of 
collected excise taxes and revenue sharing 
from the State of Maine.  The Real Estate 
Tax overlay added another $60,000 to the 
coffers.   
 The current fiscal year that ends on 
June 30, 2023 will utilize $195,000 of the 
fund balance to help fund municipal 
operations and lower property taxes.  The 
tax rate for 2022/23 fell from 11.6 mills to 
11.2 mills, or approximately 3.4%.   
 The strong fund balance will bode 
well for property tax needs in FY 2023/24 
and budgeting work begins in October.  

Town Meeting Was 
Swift, Approved 
Waste Disposal 

Budget 
(August) - A special town meeting held 
just prior to the Select Board meeting on 
August 18, 2022 may rival some of the 
fastest on record.  After selecting Select 
Board Chair Jo Cooper as the moderator, 
the single item on the warrant passed in 
less than a minute.  Only the Select Board 
attended.  The warrant for the meeting 
had been posted for several weeks at 
several public locations around town, 
placed on the town’s website and 
advertised on the digital sign at the town 
hall.   
 The lone warrant item was to 
allocated $8,500 from the undesignated 
fund balance (surplus) for the FY 
2021/22 budget to cover the waste 
disposal budget.  Higher than expected 
tonnage sent to the PERC incinerator and 
increased costs for water monitoring 
drove the expenses higher than budgeted 
for the fiscal year that ended in June 
2022.  So far the trash tonnage for FY 
2023 is showing a significant decline.  

Absentee Balloting 
will be Brisk 

(Lamoine) - Town Clerk Jennifer Kovacs-
Lord has been inundated with requests for 
absentee ballots for the November 8, 2022 
general election.  Mainers will select a 
Governor, Legislature, some County 
Offices, and Congressional 
Representatives.  The media advertising 
frenzy is under way, and ballots should be 
at the town hall no later than October 7th.   
 Those wishing to cast an absentee 
ballot have several options to request a 
ballot. The fastest way is to come into the 
town hall and cast a ballot in person once 
the ballots arrive.  No written application 
is needed.  Voters can also fill out an 
application and mail it to the town hall 
(several private organizations have mailed 
out applications), or go on the Secretary 
Bulletin Board of Lamoine’s website and 
submit an electronic request. Once the 
ballots arrive, the requestor will receive 
one in the mail.  
 Town election officials will set 
aside time on Friday November 4th and 
Monday November 7th to process ballots 
received in order not to tie up the 
tabulating machine on Election Day.  The 
results from absentee balloting will not be 
known until after the polls close and will 
be added to the in-person voting totals.  
 All ballots must be back to the 
town office by 8:00 PM on Election Night 
to be counted.  Voters will be able to drop 
them off in person, mail ballots back, or 
place them in an official State of Maine 
drop box that will be delivered to the town 
hall in the coming weeks.  The small drop 
box by the front steps is not suitable for 
ballots due to its size and lack of water 
proofing.  
 On Election Day, the polls will 
open at 8:00 AM, following election of a 
town meeting moderator to oversee the 
special town meeting referendum vote  
(see page 1) taking place simultaneously 
with the state election.  The local, one- 
question ballot will have to be counted by 
hand by the ballot clerks.  An extra team of 
counters will be on hand to unfold and 
count those ballots following processing of 
all the state ballots.   
 If you have questions regarding the 
absentee ballot process, you can contact 
the town hall during regular business 
hours.  

Excise Tax 
Collections Tail Off 

(Lamoine) - An economic indicator at the 
town level is showing a significant 
decline for 2022.  The amount of excise 
tax collected over the first 9 months of 
the year is expected to drop by about 
11.5% by the time the numbers are tallied 
through September.  The first three 
months of the 2021 calendar year saw the 
town collect roughly $381,000 in motor 
vehicle excise taxes.  The figure for 2022 
is projected to be about $340,000.   
 There are several factors that go 
into excise tax trends.  One major factor 
is the difficulty purchasing new vehicles 
due to computer chip shortages.  Through 
September of 2021 there were 83 brand 
new vehicles registered in Lamoine for 
the year.  The same period for 2022 saw 
only 61 new vehicles registered at the top 
excise rate, a reduction of more than 
26%.  As vehicles age, the excise tax rate 
falls.  A 2nd year vehicle has a 27% 
reduction in the excise tax rate, which 
impacts town revenues as well.  

Learning Goes 
Outdoors 

Linda Penkalski and Lamoine Consolidated School 
students during the Simon Tree ID Walk 



Ambulance Backup 
Response Patterns Change 
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Fire Department 
Welcomes New Members 

(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Volunteer Fire 
Department has officially welcomed some new faces 
to the active roster.  Several months ago Dan and 
Shelley Coyne of Lamoine Beach Road joined the 
department.  They’ll keep track of training and 
response activity by the fire department members 
and have contributed greatly to the group in helping 
to keep the fire department cleaned up.  They also 
bring Coco, their Chihuahua with them to the 
weekly Wednesday meetings.   
 Tina Warner of Tall Pine Drive joined the 
department in September.  Tina describes herself as 
a stay at home mom in search of a meaningful way 
to contribute to the community.  She hopes to attend 
the next Hancock County Fire Academy in the 
coming months and has been a voracious reader to 
learn all there is to learn about firefighting.  New 
volunteers are welcome to come see the department 
and meet the  members Wednesdays at 7PM.  

Above LVFD Member Shelley Coyne and “Coco”  who sports an LVFD 
Service Dog vest.  Below, newly certified firefighter Arthur Ashmore III and 

his wife Jennifer at the academy graduation ceremony.  

Ashmore Now Fully 
Certified Firefighter 

(Lamoine) - Local electrician Arthur 
Ashmore has completed and passed the 
Hancock County Fire Academy testing 
and is now a fully qualified interior 
firefighter.   Ashmore was one of nearly 
two dozen men and women who spent 
every other weekend training with 
instructors at the locally run academy, 
graduating this past summer.  The testing 
involves a written exam and then a 
practical exam in the field to allow 
students to demonstrate proficiency in 
firefighting under live fire conditions.  
 Mr. Ashmore joined the Lamoine 
VFD in February of 2021 during the 
COVID pandemic.  He lives on 
Buttermilk Road with his wife Jennifer 
and their children Amelia and Lucy.   

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s Select Board and Fire Chief will meet with 
the director of Northern Light Medical Transport (NLMT) to 
discuss effective and affordable service to townspeople.  The town 
contracts with NLMT as its Emergency Medical Service (EMS) 
provider.  In return, NLMT bases at least two ambulance and EMS 
crews at their Hancock County headquarters in Ellsworth.  The 
ambulance service also serves several other communities from 
Ellsworth and heading east. 
 At times, both ambulances are tied up with either 
emergency calls or routine medical transports between facilities.  
That means a mutual aid ambulance company must sometimes 
respond to Lamoine, usually from much farther away.  Bar 
Harbor’s Fire Department had been the backup department first 
due.  That department has requested to move down the priority list 
to third due.  Sullivan operates a transporting ambulance and has 
been called on recently to respond to calls.  Ambulances based in 
Gouldsboro, Cherryfield and Blue Hill have also covered the town 
as backups.  The early October discussion will focus on backup 
response plans.  

Fire Calls Send LVFD Long Distance 
(Lamoine) - The shortage of volunteer firefighters across the nation is 
making itself evident locally as well  Firefighters from Lamoine responded 
to three serious calls a long way out of town in communities that normally 
would not request help.  After responding to Gouldsboro in late June, 
firefighters were requested to stand by for Winter Harbor’s Fire Department 
during possible house fires in Winter Harbor and Sullivan during July and 
August, as well as for a woods fire in Gouldsboro in August.  In mid-August 
the department sent two trucks and full crews to cover the fire station in 
Sedgwick when departments on the western side of Hancock County were 
called to a fatal explosion in Stonington and a woods fire in Blue Hill during 
high fire danger.   In mid-September the LVFD scrambled again, sending a 
tanker and the forestry truck to Tremont during a large brush fire that saw 
departments from across the county respond.  
 The department responded to a few motor vehicle accidents, 
including an early morning call that saw a motorcyclist collide with a deer 
that hit his bike when it crossed Douglas Highway.  The motorcyclist 
suffered broken bones, the deer did not survive, nor did a deer that ran into a 
firefighter’s truck as he was responding to the early morning call.   
 The department responded to three fire alarm calls in the new 
portable classroom at the Lamoine Consolidated School.  Staff traced the 
problem to a new swipe card system being installed for school access.  
Firefighters also assisted EMTs on several calls to help safely lift patients in 
distress during the quarter.  
 In one of the more intriguing calls, the department responded to a 
call on Needles Eye Road for a smell of smoke.  Eventually they found the 
source was an unpermitted brush pile burn during high fire danger time.  The 
case was referred to the Maine Forest Service and the Code Enforcement 
Officer due to the presences of an unpermitted and inhabited camper trailer 
on the property.  
 The department also spent much of a morning in August looking for 
reported smoke that was coming from another unpermitted burn at a 
construction site on Coley Cove Road.  The contractor extinguished the fire.  

Fire Department Places 
Initial Restitution Claim 

(Lamoine) - After voter passage earlier in the 
summer, the Lamoine Volunteer Fire Department has 
submitted its first service restitution claim for an 
accident response call.  The Lamoine Select Board 
put pen to paper and confirmed passage of the policy 
and the fee schedule in late July.  The ordinance 
establishing the fees passed at the school budget town 
meeting in June.   
 The first in-town call to generate a bill was a 
September 12, 2022 crash on Douglas Highway in 
Lamoine in which firefighters spent just over an hour 
directing traffic and assisting EMTs with the injured. 
 Under the new ordinance, a police report and 
the fire reports were forwarded to Central Maine Cost 
Recovery. According to the fee structure, the fire 
department would be due $375.00 for directing traffic 
for more than an hour.  Under the policy adopted by 
the town, the money will be split between the 
municipality and the fire department corporation, 
with some added to the fire truck reserve fund and 
some used to reimburse fire department members 
who respond to emergency calls.   
 The town is not likely to generate much fee 
revenue, as many calls just are not eligible for 
restitution, as there is no clear party responsible for a 
response.  Mutual aid calls out of town cannot be 
billed.  Trees in the road, which make up a lot of the 
emergency calls for the fire department, generally do 
not have a human element that is easily determined 
for billing purposes.  Often the department is called 
but canceled prior to arrival for various reasons, and 
those calls would not be billed either.  



spokes and the blade of a one-man 
crosscut saw (pictured). Two masks 
mark the realities of the pandemic era. I 
am sad to report that for the first time we 
found a syringe. On a lighter note, we 
found a tennis ball, squeaky dog toy, a 
fishing lure, and a casting minnow. I had 
to do some sleuthing to figure the last 
one out. 
 As always, the Conservation 
Commission salutes those dedicated 
citizens who participated in the 
September cleanup. While we are 
committed to organizing cleanup crews 
annually as part of Coastweek, we 
encourage everyone to pitch in and 
remove trash on our shores throughout 
the year. The information recorded on 
what was collected during this year’s 
cleanup will be shared with the Maine 
Department of Marine Resources and 
the Ocean Conservancy, whose 
website contains the data tabulated 
on materials collected during 
cleanups around the world.  
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It’s a Scarping “party” 
(left-right) - Sue Hodgkins, Tom Robertson and 
Joe Reynolds peel away the flaking paint from 
the Lamoine Historical Society building, the 

former East Lamoine Baptist Church, readying 
it for a new coat of paint.  The Historical 
Society is also putting on a new roof and 
raising funds to maintain the building.  

Volunteers Clean Up the Shoreline 
By Larissa Thomas 

(Lamoine) - Since 2015, the Lamoine 
Conservation Commission has organized 
crews to participate in a statewide coastal 
cleanup effort as part of Maine Coastweek. 
The Lamoine Parks Commission has 
partnered on the event for the last two 
years. This year the Lamoine Consolidated 
School contributed a crew for the first time 
and several Lamoiners continue to 
participate on an individual basis.  
 This year, the cleanup crews 
targeted over two and a half miles of 
shoreline at Lamoine State Park, Marlboro 
Beach, and along sections of the Skillings 
River. Intrepid Lamoiners committed to 
keeping our coastline clean, beautiful, and 
safe for marine life collected around 70 
pounds of trash. Our crews this September 
collected over 40 yards of rope and line, 
among other material, almost all of which 
was plastic and foam. We always look 
forward to the unusual items have ended 
up along the shore. This year, we had two 
historic artifacts: an iron wheel rim with 

Heating Assistance 
Available Locally 

By Kathie Gaianguest 
(Lamoine) - With winter approaching, and 
the continued high prices for home 
heating, the Heating Assistance Committee 
is reminding Lamoine citizens that there is 
a one-time grant available to qualifying 
households needing immediate assistance 
in purchasing their fuel.  Eligible 
households can receive up to 100 gallons 
of heating fuel, a cord of wood, or other 
heating alternatives.  Visit the Town 
website at town@lamoine-me.gov or stop 
in at the Town office for more information 
and an application. 
 Donations to the fund are also 
being accepted.  

(Lamoine) - When workers went to re-
shingle the roof at the Lamoine 
Consolidated  School this fall, they got a 
bit of a surprise.  Underneath the shingles 
was a form of board called homosote, 
which is mainly used as a sound proofing 
board.  Coated with wax or a creosote type 
of material, it can also be extremely 
flammable, and when the coating 
deteriorates, it’s very absorbent.  So, 
instead of just a new layer of shingles, the 
roof over the 48-year plus year old school 
complex is also getting a new roof base 
using plywood and water shield.   
 Crews have been working since 

mid August to install the new roofing and 
they had much of the main structure well 
under way by late September.  They’ve 
been careful not to drop material in areas 
where students might walk.   
 The school has also pulled a 
building permit, pending Planning Board 
final approval, for a new portable 
classroom to be added adjacent to the 
existing new portable installed in 2021.  
The new unit is expected to arrive 
sometime during the winter months in late 
2022 or early 2023.  The new space is 
expected to replace the portable that has 
been in front of the school for 30+ years. 

School Replacing 
Roof, New 

Portable Planned 

Speed Limit 
Retained 

(Lamoine) - Maine’s Department of 
Transportation has turned down a 
request to lower the 35-mile per 
hour speed limit on Marlboro Beach 
Road.  Residents complained that 
some vehicles drive at an extremely 
high rate of speed on the residential 
road where pedestrians are 
numerous.   MDOT reviewed 
accident rates and the housing 
density along the road among other 
factors in determining that 35 MPH 
was the appropriate speed limit.  The 
town did place its speed monitoring 
sign along the road for a couple of 
weeks. 

Pedestrian Visibility 
Encouraged 

(Lamoine) - When the weather is decent, a 
lot of Lamoine residents and visitors hit 
the streets, either on foot or on bicycle.  
Both the state highways and the local 
roads are relatively narrow.  Some have 
pretty good shoulders, some do not, and 
recent ditching activity along part of the 
state highways removed some of the 
shoulders pedestrians typically use for 
walking well away from traffic.  
 The Lamoine Parks Commission 
and Recreation Committee with 
encouragement from citizens and the 
Select Board are promoting an effort to 
make sure those using the road sides are 
visible to traffic.  Brightly colored and 
preferably reflective clothing is strongly 
encouraged.  During hunting season, blaze 
orange is highly recommended apparel, 
even for those not in search of venison.  
 As the sun rises later and sets 
earlier, visibility around dusk and dawn is 
limited for motorists.  The town’s 
Facebook page features pictures of 
effective (and ineffective) clothing choices 
while walking.  As the post puts it:  “Wear 
something bright to stay in sight”. The 
town is also looking into promotional 
reflective items that might be available to 
help with the effort.  

mailto:town@lamoine-me.gov


(Lamoine) - Select Board member and 
Conservation Commission chair Larissa 
Thomas has submitted a $50,000 grant 
request to the State of Maine  in hopes 
that three of the municipality’s buildings 
can have much better heating and cooling 

efficiency.  The Community 
Resilience Grant program 
application took several 
months of work to prepare. 
It’s not known when the 
state will decide on awards 
for the program.  
 The application is 
requesting that funding go 
toward installation of heat 
pumps at the Lamoine 
Consolidated School, the 
Lamoine Fire Station and 
the Town Hall.  None of 
the buildings has any type 
of building wide cooling 
system in the summer.  
The school and fire station 
are mainly heated with 
heating oil while the town 
office has a propane 
furnace.  
 In addition to the 
grant, the town has also 
requested Efficiency 
Maine to look over the 
buildings to provide 
feedback, and possibly 
funding, for the most cost 
effective heating systems.  
An efficiency expert is 
expected to contact the 
town in the coming weeks 
for an inspection.  

(Lamoine) - Portland based engineering 
firm GEI Consultants has completed its 
survey of Lamoine’s harbor in front of 
Lamoine State Park and prepared a very 
detailed report to the town.  The purpose 
was to identify where all the actual 
moorings exist in the harbor in order to 
better equip the Harbor Master with 
information on which boats are supposed 
to be in a particular area.  
 GEI used a drone to plot the 
exact GPS location of the active 
moorings in the harbor in August, and 
Harbor Master David Herrick and 
Deputy Kevin Murphy ferried the 
engineers in their boats to attempt to 

accurately identify the mooring numbers.  
That proved to be a challenge, as the floats 
attached to the mooring lines did not 
always have their assigned number sticker 
on the ball.   
 The result is a very detailed map 
and digital information about the location 
of the moorings that sit on the harbor 
bottom and are in use.   Over the winter 
Herrick & Murphy hope to come up with a 
sensible mooring assignment plan. The 
project cost $9,200.00. 

Harbor Mooring 
Survey Complete 

stories.  On November 19th ‘Improv’ 
returns as our own Blane Shaw will 
bring you an evening filled with fun, 
improvisation and games.  Come and 
join in the fun or sit and laugh along 
with your friends and neighbors.  In 
December LCA plans to the stage the 
famous holiday story, “It’s A 
Wonderful Life”, a radio style short 
version production by Frank Capra.  
More information on the Christmas 
show and future plays to come. For 
more information visit our website at 
www.lamoinearts.org.   
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Lamoine Grange 
News 

By Carol Korty 
(Lamoine) - Lamoine Grange #264 
created an attractive booth for the Blue 
Hill Fair this year.  Its theme was herbs 
and displayed several kinds growing in 
pots, information about each, bread 
made with herbs and a handmade apron 
decorated with herbs.  We won a Blue 
Ribbon, $175, and many compliments! 
     Earlier this year we gave donations to 
Downeast Horizons, Emmaus Homeless 
Shelter, Maine Children’s Home, and 
House in the Woods as we do every year. 
     We continue to meet the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM and 
have now resumed starting at 6:30 PM 
with a pot luck.  All are welcome to join 
us. For more information, contact Tom 
St. Claire, Master, 632-7849. 

Lamoine Community Arts Plans Shows 
By Carol Mason, President 

(Lamoine) - To all our members and 
friends, Lamoine Community Arts (LCA) 
welcomes you to an Autumn of fun plays, 
Improvisation and storytelling!  Our Fall 
Production, Murdered to Death, written by 
Peter Gordon and directed by Dan Clement 
will open October 28th and run through 
November 6th.  On Saturday October 15, 
LCA will be hosting an ‘Evening of 
Storytelling’ as we remember the “Great 
Fire of ’47”.  Reminisces of that fateful 
event will be presented by many of LCA’s 
ensemble as well as personal accounts and 

Cast of “Lunch At the Hotel Tiki Bar” 
Written by: Merle Bragdon 
Directed by: Carol Mason 

From L to R: Di Klausmeyer, Blane Shaw, 
JoAnne Wood, Hedy Ardito, Fred Stocking, 

Monica Cease. Performed August, 2022. 

Community Center 
Discussion Revived 

(Lamoine) - Back when the latest version 
of the Comprehensive Plan was developed, 
discussion began about the lack of space 
for the various community needs in 
Lamoine.  The Select Board formed a 
Community Center Study 
Committee ,which had some very good 
traction initially. Then the COVID-19 
pandemic hit, and everything came to a 
halt.    
 For the past two years, the annual 
town meeting has appropriated $10,000 a 
year to use for planning a community 
center of some sort. The Select Board has 
placed this matter as a semi-permanent 
agenda item to try to get the ball rolling 
again. 
 No one seemed to disagree that 
various municipal departments need space.  
The school now sports three portable 
classrooms, with a new one on the way.  
The gym is woefully inadequate for 
current usage, and parking at the facility is 
an issue.  The town hall has extremely 
limited space, and parking is a huge 
problem on Election Day.  There is very 
little storage space available for important 
town records.  The fire station is the 
newest of the buildings meant for some 
sort of habitation, and it has limited 
storage and meeting space.  Even the 
Transfer Station has some needs with 
increased trash generation.  
 Select Board Chair Jo Cooper has 
proposed the next step to take is to bring 
the major parties together (school 
committee/staff, town hall staff, fire 
department) and toss around ideas for a 
sound plan to meet space needs in the 
future.  Nothing concrete is yet proposed 
for a community center vision, but the 

Above—the engineers from GEI Consulting sail with 
Harbor Master David Herrick to gather data on 

moorings.  Below—the final mooring map of the harbor 
area located at Lamoine State Park.  

Town Submits Heat 
Pump Grant  

http://www.lamoinearts.org
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October 2022-Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

2 3 4 5 6-8AM Assessors 
7PM Select Board 

7 8-Noon-3, Fire 
Dept. Open House 

9 10-(Town Hall 
Closed-Holiday 
7PM Planning 
Board 

11 12-7PM 
Conservation 
Cmsn. 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20-7PM Select 
Board 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31  

November 2022-Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1-7PM Planning 
Board 

2 3-7PM Select 
Board 

4 5  

6 7 8-8am to 8pm 
Election Day 

9-7PM 
Conservation 
Commission 

10 11-Town Hall 
Closed, Veterans’ 
Day 

12 

13 14 15 16 17-7PM Select 
Board 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 24-Town Hall 
Closed –
Thanksgiving 

25 26 

27 28 29 30  

December 2022-Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1-7PM Select 
Board 

2 3  

4 5-7PM Planning 
Board 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14-7PM 
Conservation 
Commission 

15-7PM Select 
Board 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26-Town Hall 
Closed (Christmas 
Observed) 

27 28 29 30 31 


