
(Lamoine) - Hundreds of Lamoine residents 
spent their Christmas holiday without 
electricity as a massive wind and rain storm 
slammed into the northeast beginning 
December 23rd.  When the storm ended, trees 
had brought down power, phone and cable TV 
lines.  Linemen from Versant Power spent their 
holiday slowly restoring power throughout 
their entire service district, tackling larger 
outages first.  While the total number of 
Lamoine households without power on 
Christmas Day numbered 383, the prospect of 
restored power was at least a day away 
according to the utility’s website. 
 The Lamoine Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to at least seven calls to 
9-1-1 for trees on power lines and in the road.  
Because lines were involved, firefighters could 
only place cones at the affected areas to warn 
motorists and pedestrians about the hazard.  
 By Sunday the 25th, the town office 
was opened as a warming center for folks to 
come charge their electronic devices, get 
warmed up, and fill buckets with water for 
home use.  Coffee was put on and residents 
Nancy and Jeff Holt baked many plates of 
cookies for those who made use of the warming center.  About a half dozen people 
stopped by, played a little cribbage and shared in camaraderie.   
 Several areas saw dozens without power for several days, including Seal Point 
Road, Needles Eye Road, Marlboro Beach Road, Shore Road, Mill Road and Meadow 
Point.  The southeast wind did a number on the access road to Marlboro Beach, 
washing debris over the road, and the extreme high tide and waves washed out the 
road.  The town will prepare a damage report to submit to the Maine Emergency 
Management Agency in the event that a federal disaster is declared and federal funds 
are available to repair the road.   

By Cynthia Donaldson 
(Lamoine) - In early November, 
Lamoine's Little Children's Committee 
placed a bouncy play trawler and two 
rare blue lobsters at Lamoine Beach. 
The project was made possible by 
individuals’ generous donations, the 
Maine Community Foundation, the 
Marlboro Yacht Club, and the Alan & 
Leurene Hodgkins Trust Fund. Support 
and input from the Lamoine Parks 
Commission was invaluable and Jay 
and Perry Fowler and Brett 
Jones worked wonders  setting the 
pieces.  
 The play structures project  is 
one in a series of efforts undertaken by 
Lamoine’s Little Children, an informal 
committee born of a resolve passed at 
the March 2013 Lamoine town 
meeting: To see if the town will 
acknowledge the importance of its 
children’s very early years; welcome 
all young children born or residing in 
Lamoine and wish for them the 
blessings of healthy development; a 
nurturing family and neighborhood; a 
community that values them; a quality 
education; and support for them and 
their families. 
 As the committee begins to plan 
for a “launching party” next spring, the 
lobsters and trawler are in place looking 
out over Frenchman Bay, ready to 
welcome Lamoine’s youngest citizens and 
their families to play.  
 Our thanks to all who made this 
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The First Captain 
Miss Morgan McMullen took the wheel at the 
new play structure that was finally installed 

at Lamoine Beach Park in November 

Lamoine Beach Play Structures Installed 

possible! The Lamoine’s Little Children 
Committee 

Mollie Cashwell 
Cynthia Donaldson 
Amy Duym 
Anne LaBossiere               
Lois Libby 
Robin Veysey 

Heavy Turnout 
Approves Major 

Assessing Change 
(Lamoine) - Beginning in July, Lamoine 
will no longer have an elected Board of 
Assessors.  By a more than 2:1 ratio, 
voters approved of the question to 
discontinue electing assessors and instead 
have the Select Board hire a professional 
assessor to set the value of town properties 
and perform a myriad of tasks required of 
the job.  The final vote count was 707 to 
291 favoring the question.  Several people 
requested advice from town staff on how 
to vote on the question. Election staff is 
unable to answer such questions as it 
would be seen to be influencing an 
election.  Requesters were referred to the 
proposed ordinance change and the 
previous issue of The Lamoine Quarterly 
for information.  
 The elected Assessors will continue 
working until the end of the fiscal year, 
including with RJD Appraisal on the 
current revaluation project. The Assessors 
and the Select Board met in mid-December 
to discuss the process for hiring a 
professional assessor to take over in July 
2023.   

State Grant Sends 
$50K to Lamoine for 

Heat Pumps, Solar 
(Lamoine) - Lamoine is one of several 
Maine communities to win a Community  
Action Grant in order to help deal with 
climate change.  Select Board member and 
Conservation Commission Chair Larissa 
Thomas worked tirelessly to enroll 
Lamoine in the Community Resilience 
Partnership and prepare the grant 
application. She received word in 
November of the town’s selection.  
 With the grant, the town will 
receive $50,000 to install heat pumps to 
serve as a primary heating source at the 
Lamoine Town Hall and Lamoine Fire 
Station, and to install heat pumps for parts 
of the Lamoine Consolidated School 
building.  An additional component of the 
grant would install solar panels on the 
Salt/Sand building to generate electricity 
to cover the town’s entire usage, including 
the additional heat pump demand.  
 Simultaneously, Efficiency Maine 
is offering a program where municipalities 
can apply to receive significantly higher 
rebates on heat pump installations for 
municipal buildings. By utilizing that 
program and combining the grant funds, 
the town should be able to get a lot of 
“bang for the buck” so to speak.  The 2023 
town meeting may be asked to utilize an 
existing fund for town buildings and parks 
to cover any higher than anticipated costs.   
 At year’s end, the Select Board 
was preparing a request for proposals for 
the heat pump and solar panel projects.  
Thomas has agreed to take the lead on 
administering the grant contract. 

Christmas Bomb Cyclone Batters Lamoine 

An evergreen tree that fell during the 
overnight hours of Christmas Eve 

brought down lines across Mill Road, 
one of many areas without power for 

several days during the storm 
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Huge “Glamp-ground” Proposed 
Planning Board Assessing Which Ordinances Apply 

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s Planning Board 
has received a very preliminary 
application for a major development 
between Partridge Cove Road (Route 
204) and Seal Point Road from an 
Arizona based company.  A detailed 
preliminary plan arrived in December.   
 The developer, CPEX LLC of 
Phoenix Arizona submitted the plan in 
late October 2022.  They call it a Clear 
Sky Resort, and the description calls for 
90 accommodation domes, each 28-feet 
in diameter.  In addition to the 
accommodation domes, the plan calls for 
an onsite restaurant and employee 
housing and other buildings.  It is similar 
to an operation in Arizona according to 
the application prepared by Anderson 
Engineering.  
 The site is proposed to be located 
on approximately 228 acres accessed 
from Partridge Cove Road.  The land is 
currently owned by David Powers of 
Dedham and once belonged to the late J. 
Aubrey Davis who had placed the parcel 
in tree growth valuation prior to his 
passing.  Two smaller gravel extraction 

operations are located near the proposed 
glamp-ground.  
 The Planning Board reviewed the 
preliminary Site Plan Review application at 
its meeting in November.  The December 
meeting saw the board discuss which of the 
town’s ordinances might apply to the 
project.  Among the ordinances are the 
Building and Land Use (BLUO), 
Shoreland Zoning, Site Plan Review, 
Floodplain and the Campground 
Ordinance.  Where a restaurant is 
potentially proposed, the commercial 
building section of the BLUO would also 
be involved. 
 Some members of the public 
indicated an interest in hearing about the 
project at the December meeting.  Planning 
Board Chair John Holt said the Board has 
received nothing beyond the  Site Plan 
Review pre-application and planned only 
to discuss what the process the project 
would likely have to follow.  If the project 
proceeds, abutters will get notice of 
hearings, but the schedule at this point is 
not yet available.  Holt says the Planning 
Board may have lots of work ahead.  

An aerial view of a typical 
28-foot dome proposed for 

a “Glamp Ground” by 
CPEX LLC (from the initial 

application). A formal 
application is expected to 

be submitted to the 
Lamoine Planning Board 

later this year. 

(Lamoine) - A Dewey’s Lane property 
owner whose seasonal home is located 
less than 100 feet from the ocean has 
requested a variance from the town to 
add an upstairs bathroom.  Dr. Antoinette 
Spevetz purchased the property in 
November 2021.  She submitted the 
application for a variance to the Board of 
Appeals in November of this year 
following rejection of a Shoreland 
Zoning Application by Code 
Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright.  
 Dr. Spevetz met remotely with the 
Appeals Board in mid-December along 
with CEO Albright.  The Board had 

determined that she met the preliminary 
criteria to proceed with a variance request 
and visited the site between that initial 
meeting and the December 16th date.  
Board Chair Jon VanAmringe said the 
Appeals Board has requested a formal 
survey to determine exactly how close the 
building is to the high water mark.  
 By state law, the Board of Appeals 
will notify the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection at least 20 days 
before any formal hearing is held and 
action takes place.  The Appeals Board 
will await results of the survey and a full 
application from the property owner.  

Town to Vote Again 
on Shoreland Zoning 

District Change 
Request 

(Lamoine) - A Gilpatrick Lane property 
owner has requested that the annual town 
meeting vote for a second time on his 
proposal to change the Shoreland Zoning 
District on his lot from Limited Residential 
to Commercial Fisheries and Maritime 
Activities.  Glenn Crawford met with the 
Select Board in mid-November to request 
that they place the matter on the March 
2023 town meeting warrant. The request is 
identical to a petitioned question that failed 
to pass at the March 2020 town meeting, as 
the vote ended in a tie. 
 Mr. Crawford renewed his fear that 
the State of Maine would prohibit 
commercial fishing activity at the landing 
at Lamoine State Park.  He said he desires 
to construct a commercial pier on his 
property a short ways west of the State 
Park area to ensure that fishermen have 
access to be able to unload and transport 
their catch in the future.   
 Mr. Crawford won Planning Board 
approval for a pier in March 2022.  The 
Planning Board minutes reflect that the 
Board reminded Mr. Crawford that if he 
seeks to use the pier commercially, a 
zoning change will be required by the town 
meeting.  A hearing on the mapping 
change will likely be scheduled by the 
appropriate town board prior to the town 
meeting.  

Building Permits Numerous During Fall 

# Name Project 

50 Stickney, WM Add’n/Foundation 

51 Mason, Nathan Deck 

52 Richards, Amy Deck 

53 Snakard, Mike Residence, Garage 

54 Reynolds, M&C Residence, Garage 

55 (Denied-variance requested) 

56 Pinkham, Nancy Residence, Garage 

57 Tehennepe, G. Conversion 

58 Duym, Thomas Cover Deck 

(Lamoine) - Code Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright processed the following permit 
applications during the final quarter of 2022. 

# Name Project 

59 Nasberg, Gerry Solar Array 

60 Jones, Brett Shed 

61 Lamoine Stagg RV’s 

62 Red Sky RE Foundation 

63 Mason, Nathan Garage 

64 Mason, Nathan Cabin, Deck 

65 Mason, Nathan Residence, Deck 

66 Rosales, Carlos Screen house 

67 Soule, Edmund Addition 

Seaweed Operation 
Sparks Concern 

(Lamoine) - Loading seaweed from the 
ocean onto a big rig at Marlboro Beach 
raised concerns from Lamoine’s Parks 
and Conservation Commissions.  A 
Washington County based aquaculture 
processor had based a forklift type of 
vehicle at Marlboro Beach and parked it 
on a vegetated area that the two 
commissions have been attempting to 
revegetate for many months. They 
contacted town staff which got in contact 
with the company and the rig was 
immediately moved away from the 
vegetation.  
 The town may make more formal 
contact with the company to let them 
know about the revegetation project and 
parks use rules. 

Mesh bags and heavy equipment placed 
at Marlboro Beach threatened 

vegetation restoration.  

   
In addition to the construction permits, 
Albright issued 18 plumbing permits 
during the final quarter of 2022, including 
4 septic systems, 13 internal plumbing 
and/or hookup permits, and one permit 
for a replacement septic tank.  



(Lamoine) - For more than 30 years the 
municipal office has utilized computing 
power to conduct day to day operations at 
the town office.  The staff uses computers 
for virtually everything—registering 
vehicles, voter registration, composing 
board agendas, maintaining the website.  
You name it, there’s a computer program 
that does it; even The Lamoine Quarterly!  
 In those 30-plus years, a lot of data 
has accumulated.  During that time, the 
programs and the files that result 
have resided on the computer in the 
Administrative Assistant’s office.  
Other computers in the office were 
able to access the appropriate files 
on the internal network that linked 
the five machines to each other.  
While it worked, it also was a bit of 
a risk in the event that the main 
storage computer failed.  And 
increasingly software updates made 
internal networking more difficult 
as sometimes the machines would 
not communicate with each other 
after an update.   
 The Technology Committee 
recommended several months ago 
purchase of a network attached 
storage unit (NAS)  on which to 
store the thousands of files and 
billions of bits of data.  
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Annual Town Meeting March 7 & 15, 2023 
(Lamoine) - The municipal election for 
Lamoine is planned for Tuesday, March 7, 
2023 at the Lamoine Town Hall.  The 
meeting will open at 7:55 AM with the 
election of a moderator and then the polls 
will open at 8AM until 8PM to elect one 
member of the Select Board and two 
School Committee members.   
 The incumbent Select Board 
member is Nathan Mason who has 
submitted enough signatures to appear on 
the ballot.  The two incumbent School 
Committee members are Gordon 
Donaldson and Matthew Montgomery.  By 
the end of December neither had submitted  
petitions to appear on the ballot.  The 
deadline to do so is January 6, 2023.  

 The open town meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, March 15, 2023 
beginning at 6PM at the Lamoine 
Consolidated School gym.  Just prior to 
the start of the meeting, the Select Board 
will honor the 2022 Citizen of the Year. 
 The warrant for the annual town 
meeting includes the municipal budget 
articles, a proposed Shoreland Zoning Map 
change, and possibly a proposed Food 
Sovereignty Ordinance requested by the 
Lamoine Grange. 
 The town meeting will also be 
asked to increase the LD1 municipal 
property tax limit which has remained 
artificially low since the state law was 
passed many years ago.  

Facilities & 
Infrastructure 

Committee Named 

Computer Storage Upgraded 

This relatively benign looking NAS unit stores 
more than 14-trillion bytes of data where the 

information for all the computers in the town office 
now are housed.  

 Tech Committee member Bob 
LaChance, who designs and installs such 
things for a living graciously advised and 
helped install the NAS, which went into 
service in early December.  In addition to 
14Tb of storage, there is also a redundant 
backup should any of the four hard drives 
in the NAS fail.  A new “smart” network 
switch was also installed.  In addition to 
better storage safety, the new system is 
also significantly faster.  

(Lamoine) - For decades town officials 
have lamented the lack of space for 
various municipal and school needs.  And 
for decades the town spaces have 
remained unchanged—still short of area 
needed to comfortably and safely fulfill 
those needs.  Efforts to expand either the 
school, a new town facility or other ideas 
have failed for various reasons.  Most 
have failed to even reach voters, and 
those that made it to town meeting failed 
to win approval.  The latest effort was a 
community center committee that met 
and identified space needs and 
community appetite just as the pandemic 
hit.   
 In November, current state auditor 
and former Secretary of State Matthew 
Dunlap graciously facilitated a meeting at 
the school gym to bring key parties 
together to talk about space efforts.  
There was no rehashing of what the space 
needs are.  Those have been identified at 
length; not enough parking at the school, 
a gym that is too small to even hold a 
regulation basketball court, inadequate 
classroom numbers and sizes even with 
portables, little parking and storage space 
at the town hall and lack of storage/public 
meeting space at the fire station.  
 The forum in November identified 
key stake holders as the school 
department, municipal government, fire 
department, outside groups, and 
taxpayers as stakeholders in the quest for 
space.  It was suggested that a committee 
be formed, comprised of representatives 
of the stakeholders.  
 The Select Board solicited people 
to serve and appointed the following: 
 Brett Jones (School Committee) 
 Chief Skip Smith (Fire Department) 
 Mark Harris (Budget Committee) 
 Ginger Madore (Cmty Ctr Cmte) 
 Nathan Mason (Select Board) 
 Kimberly Martens (School Parent) 
 Jane Fowler (Public At Large) 
 Nikki Endre (School Parent Alt) 
 Glen Johnson (Public Alt.) 
 The committee will hold its initial 
meeting on Thursday, January 5, 2023 at 
6PM prior to the regular Select Board 
meeting.  The Select Board said the 
general goal is to identify expansion 
options by a date certain.  

Lamoine Committee on Aging Forms 
(Lamoine)-At the urging of Select Board 
Chair Jo Cooper and in response to the 
Comprehensive Plan, the Select Board 
approved the suggestion to create a 
Committee on Aging.  
 The Select Board appointed  
Cooper, Mary Jude, Iris Simon and Sally 
Smith as members of the committee. The 
Committee held its first meeting on 
November 18. It has adopted the following  
mission:  

The mission of the Committee on Aging 
in Lamoine is to advocate for older 
residents of Lamoine so that they may 
live healthy and safe lives in Lamoine, 
have access to needed resources to 
ensure that they can continue to live 
independently, be active participants in 
the community, and have a strong 
quality of life.  

 The Committee initially identified 
several areas of immediate work: to put 
together a list of resources for older people 
and to include the list on the Town’s 
website and print copies at the Town Hall, 

to meet with other towns that are leading 
efforts to address the needs of their older 
residents, and identified a need for 
opportunities to socialize in the town. The 
Lamoine 150’s cribbage tournament was 
cited as an example, as well as the group 
lunches from Eastern Agency on Aging 
that ended for various reasons just as the 
pandemic hit. The group also discussed 
programs and speakers of interest during 
the daytime hours, as many people do not 
like to drive or go out at night. 
 The committee plans to gather 
resource information, meet with the 
Lamoine’s Little Children group about 
possible joint activities, and to meet with 
Candy Eaton from Age-Friendly Sullivan 
about what they are doing in Sullivan.  
 The Committee seeks additional 

members interested in advocating for older 
people and in building community with 

people of all ages. Anyone interested 

should contact the Town Hall (667-2242) 
or email Jo Cooper at 

jcpuddy@gmail.com.  

E-Mail Adapting 
(Lamoine) - For many months now folks 
who use a Gmail address to receive e-mail 
are not receiving messages from the 
town’s e-mail domain (lamoine-me.gov). 
Efforts to rectify the problem have failed 
and a solution is elusive.  
 To that end, town hall staff has 
established a Gmail address for the  
municipality and will migrate 
notifications both for town boards and 
committees and reminder lists for things 
like vehicle registrations and town 
meetings to the Gmail account.  The new 
Gmail account  address will display as 
townoflamoine@gmail.com.  Folks 
wishing to contact the town office may 
use that address or the long-standing 
email of town@lamoine-me.gov, as both 
are monitored during business hours.   

mailto:jcpuddy@gmail.com


 Northern Light Medical Transport 
requested assistance on two CPR calls 
during the quarter.  Our mutual aid 
partners in Hancock and Sullivan also 
requested help on calls during November. 
The department responded to a pair of 
malfunctioning fire alarms, before being 
canceled after the homeowners notified 
dispatchers there was no fire.  
 On November 3rd, the department 
responded to Marlboro Beach after a 
Milford couple got their new pickup truck 
mired in the mud flats, and the tide started 
coming in.  The driver said she liked to go 
to the beach to unwind after work and 
wanted to try out the “mud creeper mode” 
on the pickup.  On arrival the fire 
department found the pickup truck in 
about 3 feet of water with the tide quickly 
rising.  A tow truck operator could not 
easily reach the vehicle, so the department 
rigged up a chain and tow straps with a big 
hook and donned an ice rescue suit and 
waded out to the partially submerged truck 
and managed to hook onto a wheel.  The 
tow truck was then able to pull the vehicle 
ashore before significant pollution.  The 
two people with the truck escaped before 
the water reached the cab and were unhurt, 
but the truck is badly damaged.  Bringing 
vehicles onto tidal flats is strongly 
discouraged.  

warrant. State Troopers 
canvassed  the area, 
questioning residents about 
the last time they had seen 
Salisbury alive. A few days 
later  detectives publicly 
released his identity and 
classified the cause of death 
a homicide, but did not 
disclose further details.  
 Salisbury’s son 
owns the home.  He was 
incarcerated at the time a 
friend discovered the body.  
 Mr. Salisbury had a 
long reputation as a 
“sovereign citizen” and 

was extremely vocal about his mistrust of 
government at all levels.  Many years ago 
the town office was granted a vexation 
order drawn up by the then town attorney, 
which prohibited Salisbury from entering 
the town hall without prior appointment.  
Several volatile encounters with town staff 
had led to that order and a violation 
resulted in a trespass conviction and a fine.  
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October Homicide Under Investigation 

The State Police Major Crimes Unit evidence response van 
is parked beside the Shore Road residence where a friend 

found Neil Salisbury’s remains in early October 

(Lamoine) - Prosecutors have yet to charge 
anyone following the death of Lamoine 
resident Neil Douglas Salisbury whose 
body was discovered October 3, 2022 at 
his Shore Road home.  Mr. Salisbury was 
71 years old. 
 A team of state police detectives 
spent several days at the house that 
Salisbury occupied searching for 
undisclosed evidence pursuant to a search 

Deputy Fire Chief Stu Marckoon attempts to attach a hook onto a 
partially submerged pickup truck that got stuck in the mud flats at 

Marlboro Beach. (Lamoine VFD photo by Tina Warner) 

Town Looks to Join 
Regional Animal 

Control Effort 

(Lamoine) - Under the town’s urging and 
in collaboration with nearly a dozen other 
municipalities, Lamoine’s next animal 
control officer (ACO) will likely be a 
Hancock County government employee.   
 In the summer of 2022 the town 
began seeking other communities with 
whom to share a joint animal control 
officer following the retirement of 
Deborah Verrill-McFarland.  Former 
Lamoine Code Enforcement Officer and 
current Hancock County Unorganized 
Territory Supervisor Millard Billings was 
among those to embrace the idea, and he 
suggested the county government pursue 
the idea.  In December the County 
Commissioners approved of a job 
description and a contract with interested 
towns and will advertise for an ACO 
soon.  
 Under the plan the town would 
pay a base rate of $2,500 plus any hours 
and mileage for calls in Lamoine.  Town 
Administrative Assistant Stu Marckoon 
is the interim ACO and looks forward to 
shedding the responsibility soon. 

Northern Light will 
Continue 

Ambulance Service 

(Lamoine) - A shortage of paramedics 
has sometimes delayed ambulance 
response to Lamoine, but the company 
that holds the contract says it plans to 
continue serving the community.  
Northern Light Medical Transport has 
contracted with Lamoine for the last few 
years.  Its operations manager, Andi 
McGraw, met with the Select Board in 
early October and said they are taking 
steps to train and employ more 
paramedics to better cover the several 
towns they contract with in Hancock 
County.   
 If all the ambulances are tied up, 
the town has seen rigs come from the 
Schoodic area, Sullivan, Bar Harbor and 
even Blue Hill for emergency calls, 
sometimes taking an hour to respond. 
McGraw says she hopes that will be the 
rare exception in the future.  

Wind Storms Keep Fire Department Busy 
(Lamoine) - Weather related calls 
accounted for 15 of the 28 calls for the 
Lamoine Volunteer Fire Department 
during the last quarter of 2022.  Storms on 
November 30th, December 5th and 
December 23rd saw firefighters most often 
called for trees and wires in roads.  When 
power lines are involved, the fire 
department can only place warnings 
around the downed trees so that motorists 
can avoid them.  The most serious storm 
was the last one in December (see page 1), 
which generated 8 calls in town, and two 
mutual aid calls for structure fires in 
Trenton and Bar Harbor during the 
overnight hours.  
 Trenton also called on Lamoine to 
close down Route 3 during a traffic 
accident on December 5th, re-routing cars 
during the evening commute after a tractor 
trailer truck slid off the road and hit a 
utility pole.  The Lamoine crew worked for 
several hours to send traffic on a detour, 
eventually relieved by the Maine 
Department of Transportation.  

Pedestrian Visibility 
Promoted 

(Lamoine) - The town roads and state highways that run 
through Lamoine are a popular place for folks who walk and 
jog, and ride bicycles all year round.  There are some serious 
safety issues, though; narrow shoulders, few streetlights, and at 
this time of year, there is more dark than light during a 24-hour 
period.  That makes it extremely difficult for motorists to see 
pedestrians, especially if they are wearing dark clothing.   
 The Parks Commission and Recreation Committee is 
trying to encourage those who walk along the roads to be seen.  
Bright clothing is strongly encouraged, and reflective material 
for dawn, dusk and dark hours will make it much safer for 
pedestrians.  Postings on the town’s Facebook page have 
helped to send the message to “Wear Something Bright; Stay 
in Sight”.  Blaze orange during hunting season was also 
encouraged, and pictures showing dark vs. reflective clothing 
helped bring the point home.   
 Starting in 2023, the town hopes to work with Healthy 
Acadia on a more formalized visibility promotion campaign.  
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Revaluation Field Work Completed 
(Lamoine) - The most oft asked question 
received at the town office has been about 
property taxes next year and what the tax 
rate and new valuations will be.  
Unfortunately, the answer is, we do not 
know.   
 The crew from RJD Appraisal 
finished up their physical review of all the 
properties in early November.  Now the 
number crunching begins, and that’s going 
to take several months. Once the values are 
determined, all property owners will be 
notified and opportunity given to meet 

with appraisers to clarify and correct the 
new values.   
 The other factor in the tax bill is 
the town budget.  The March 2023 town 
meeting sets one component, the 
municipal budget.  The largest part of the 
tax bill is the school budget, which a town 
meeting will determine, likely in May.  
The county budget is already set and 
beyond the control of town meeting.  
 Only after all the budgets are 
complete and the new total value set will 
the mill rate and tax bills be determined.  

Town Pays for 
PFAS Filters at 3 

Homes 
(Lamoine) - A Yarmouth based company 
was awarded the bid to install water 
filters in three homes that tested slightly 
higher than the allowed levels for PFAS, 
better known as “forever chemicals”.  
The Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection determined that the chemicals 
likely came from the town’s closed 
landfill off Lamoine Beach Road.   

 Two of the homes are 
located on Shore Road, the third on 
Lamoine Beach Road.  The Maine 
DEP tested water at other homes in 
the neighborhood and did not find 
levels higher than allowed in those 
wells.   
 The DEP will pick up 90 
percent of the $13,765 cost to 
install the water filter systems.  
Water Treatment Equipment 
submitted the lone bid for the three 
systems.  

State Increases 
Town’s Valuation 

(Lamoine) - The State of Maine has 
calculated that all the taxable property in 
Lamoine is worth $363,600,000 as of 
April 1, 2023.  That’s an increase of 
$36,700,000 compared to the 2022 state 
valuation, or 11.22%.   
 The town’s total valuation for 
April 1, 2022 was $272,459,646.  The 
state valuation on that date was 
$326,900.00.  The state calculation sets the 
town values at 83.3% of what the state 
said the town was worth for 2022. The low 
ratio drove the need for a revaluation for 
the next tax commitment.  
 State values for each town are set 
annually by the Maine Revenue Services 
Property Tax Division.  It’s an important 
number in many respects.  The state 
valuation determines what a town’s county 
tax bill will be and is a vital figure in the 
Essential Programs and Services education 
aid revenue to the town and other state 
reimbursements. 
 The biggest impact on property tax 
payers has to do with what’s known as the 
certified ratio.  For the past few years, 
Lamoine residents have seen a reduction in 
their tax bills for homestead exemptions 
lower than the full $25,000 the state allows 
because the town’s ratio of local value to 
state value has dipped below 90%.  In 
other words, the state has determined that 
the town’s value placed on properties is 
significantly lower than what actual values 
are.  That certified ratio is applied to all 
exemption programs, so the exemption 
amount is lower.   
 Because the town is being revalued 
for April 1, 2023, the certified ratio should 
climb back to 100-percent, and taxpayers 
eligible for exemptions should see their 
full exemption subtracted from their new 
property values.  

Proposed 23/24 Budget Not Pretty 
(Lamoine) - The municipal budget 
proposed for the annual town meeting in 
March 23, 2022 will show a significant 
expense increase and rely on property 
taxes more than any time in the past 30 
years.  Two factors are taking the blame: 
increased energy costs and recycling.  
 With the price of heating fuel and 
diesel reaching record highs during the fall 
of 2022, the Lamoine Budget Committee 
recognized from staff submissions just 
how tied to the economy, and petroleum in 
particular, the municipal budget is.  The 
expected cost (planned heat pumps and 
solar not withstanding) to keep the town 
office and fire station warm are up nearly 
$10,000.  Electricity costs to keep the 
buildings lit and operational added another 
$1,150 to the budget as electric rates have 
also jumped significantly.  
 Perhaps the biggest impact of 
petroleum prices, though, is with the roads 
budget.  Paving prices hit more than $300/
ton in the summer of 2022, causing the 
town to postpone paving Maxwell, 
Lorimer and Marlboro Beach Roads.  An 
additional $66,000 is sought to fund that 
project, plus another $245,000 to repave 
Needles Eye Road during the summer of 
2023.  The paving budget total of 
$311,000 is nearly tripled from the FY 
2022/23 budget.  The Budget Committee 
did discuss raising a set price annually for 
paving instead of fluctuating from year to 
year based on the length and width of the 

town roads being resurfaced, and 
consideration will be given to that idea 
starting with the 2024/25 budget.  
 The roads maintenance budget 
also has a significant increase.  Road 
Commissioner Stu Marckoon submitted 
the budget showing an across the board 
25% increase for each town road’s 
general maintenance as a gross 
guesstimate of inflationary impacts on 
the costs to hire contractors to keep the 
roads in good repair.  The snow plowing 
contract in particular expires after the 
winter season of 2022/23 and will go out 
to bid in the spring of 2023.   
 The other major topic of 
discussion at the Budget  Committee and 
Select Board was the cost to recycle.  
Several years ago the town converted to 
zero-sort recycling and contracted with 
ecomaine of Portland to get that recycled 
material there.  Shipping costs have 
skyrocketed that budget from what had 
been a little more than $15,000 in 
2017/18 to a projected $54,000 for 
2023/24.   
 In an analysis of the cost per ton 
to recycle vs. the cost per ton to simply 
haul away all waste to the incinerator at 
PERC, the recycling cost came out to 
more than $525/ton, while the regular 
trash cost about $165/ton.  The proposed 
budget will keep the recycling program 
for the next fiscal year should town 
meeting pass the article.  

One of the three water filter 
systems installed at homes on 

Shore Road and Lamoine Beach 
Road to eliminate PFAS 

Town Loses Long Time Appeals Board 
Chair & Former Clerk/Tax Collector 

(Lamoine) - Long time Board of Appeals 
Chair Hancock “Griff” Fenton passed 
away at his home unexpectedly in 
November, two days before his 78th 
birthday.  Fenton also served on several 
other committees in town as well as being 

elected to the School Committee. 
 Former Town Clerk/Tax 
Collector Barbara Bartosenski died 
September 30th at age 85.  She served 
from 1988 to 1997, starting prior to the 
town hall renovations.  

Dog Licenses Due 
(Lamoine) - Dog owners have until the end 
of January to register their animals with 
the town clerk’s office before a $25.00 late 
fee is imposed.  State law requires that all 
dogs be registered in the community in 
which they are kept.  
 Registrations can be done at the 
town office during business hours, or on 
line—check the town’s website.  The cost 
is $6.00 for neutered dogs, $11.00 for 
unaltered.  Proof of current rabies 
vaccination is required at registration time.    
 The town will mail out late notices 
in February for those who failed to register 
on time.    



(Lamoine) - Local contractors replaced cross culverts across Seal Point Road and on 
Needles Eye Road, finishing up projects begun earlier in 2022 to replace aging pipes 
that carry water under the roads.  A driveway culvert on 
Buttermilk Road was also replaced and paved.  The 
culvert on Needles Eye Road was prepared for paving 
early in the morning and the paving company showed up 
shortly thereafter, but not before several motorists traveled 
over the sharp drop in the road at a higher rate of speed 
than advisable, resulting in some tire damage.  The 
contractor assisted the motorists with repairs.  
 The town also had the  Marlboro Beach access area 
lightly graded as well as the road leading to the former 
landfill/cell tower.  A major grading on Bloomfield Park 
Road will wait until after winter.  Unfortunately, the 
December 23rd storm wiped out all of the grading and 
much of the road surface on the beach road.  The Park 
Commission surveyed the damage and requested 
barricades be placed at a steep drop.  Vehicles can still 
access the beach, but it’s a rough ride and provisions will 
be made for appropriate repairs in the coming weeks.  

By Iris Simon 
(Lamoine) - On a sunny morning in early 
December, nine enthusiastic volunteers 
brought chainsaws and other tools to the 
Simon Trail in Lamoine and began work 
on an Outdoor Classroom using a plan 
provided by The Maine Outdoor School. 
The location, by a very old pine tree, had 
been determined earlier. Tiara Woods, 
science teacher at Lamoine Consolidated 
School, had requested seating for 20. A 
very straight spruce tree was felled, and it 
supplied “seats” for 20 students. 
 The Outdoor Classroom will be 
used by LCS classes, the Maine Outdoor 
School or any group who wishes to use 
it. The location is very quiet and 
peaceful. It can be a spot for anyone to 
stop and rest, read a book, or just listen. 
It will be a great place to listen to bird 
songs, especially in early May. 
 The classroom is located 
approximately a third of a mile from the 
parking lot, heading to the left around the 
trail loop.  

By Gordon Donaldson 
(Lamoine) - A few years ago, the 
Lamoine Select Board and our Town 
Administrator began to worry about 
the belfry atop the Town Hall.  They 
fretted that the belfry was getting too 
frail to support the 350-pound school 
bell housed there – a bell that had been 
there for at least 130 years when the 
Town Hall was the North Lamoine 
Schoolhouse.  Sometimes when the 
wind blew hard, Stu Marckoon says, 
you could feel the building swaying! 
 So the Select Board hired a 
company to remove the bell.  (If you 
examine the belfry, you might be able 
to tell how they took it out sideways!).  
But what to do with a bell without a 
belfry?  Even before it landed on the 
ground next to the Town Hall, the 
Lamoine School Committee had asked 
that the bell be ferried to Lamoine 
Consolidated School where it would 
remind students and everyone else how 
going to school “in the old days” was quite 
different from going to school today.   
 School Board members Gordon 
Donaldson and Brett Jones painted the bell 
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Seniors Apply for Property Tax Freeze 
(Lamoine) - A lot of Lamoine 
homeowners submitted applications to 
freeze their property taxes at the 2022/23 
level for the next tax year under a new 
program approved by the Maine 
Legislature.  The Property Tax 
Stabilization Program is available to 
property owners who are at least 65 years 
old as of April 1, 2023, who have a 
homestead property in town, and have had 
that homestead property for at least 10 
years.  By the December 1, 2022 deadline, 

154 property owners who appear to qualify 
turned in completed applications.  The 
Board of Assessors will review the 
applicants at their meeting in January and 
notify those applicants for whom there 
may be questions about their 
qualifications.  
 The State of Maine will reimburse 
municipalities for any property tax due in 
excess of the frozen amount.  The 
Legislature will also likely review the 
program during the upcoming session.  

School Bell Cleaned, Gets New Home 

and built a small belfry to protect it from 
the elements.  Next spring, the structure 
will be permanently anchored and raised a 
few feet where present and future LCS 
students can take a turn ringing it at the 
start of the school day.  

New Road Names 
Assigned 

(Lamoine) - The town’s Select Board has 
assigned four new road names in recent 
months.  The new subdivision off 
Douglas Highway is home to two of the 
roads; Ballpark Lane and Farm’s Edge 
Road.  Two homes under  construction 
on Partridge Cove Road will be served 
by the newly named Tidal Lane.  And a 
pair of cabins off Woodcock Lane will be 
served by a common driveway that 
already serves one residence—
Goldenrod Lane.   
 The roads have been placed onto 
the State of Maine’s GIS system as well 
as Google Maps, pending approval by the 
internet giant.  Street signs will be 
installed as time permits.  

Trail Gets Outdoor 
“Classroom” 

Shellfishing License Fees to Increase 
(Franklin) - Recreational clam diggers 
will see significant changes to some of 
the clam licenses sold starting soon.  
Recreational licenses increase to $28.00, 
Jr. & Sr. Licenses increase to $10.00.  
Family licenses are no longer be 
available, and non-resident recreational 
licenses will increase to  $53.00.  The 
increases are an effort to adequately fund 

the Frenchman Bay Regional Shellfish 
program which enforces harvesting rules 
in the 7-town region.  The joint 
municipal board approved of the 
increases in late November.  Recreational 
licenses will follow the calendar year, 
while commercial licenses will still run 
from July to June.  Existing recreational 
licenses will still expire June 30, 2023. 

Local Road Work Update 

Volunteers place seats at the new Outdoor Classroom at Simon Trail 



By Cheryl Claiborne 
(Lamoine) - Lamoine Community Arts (LCA), our town’s 
community theatre arts organization has had a very exhilarating 
and busy season this fall. We are excited to announce a new 
and expanded Board of Directors, all with talent and expertise 
in theatre, music and the arts. In August LCA returned by 
popular demand, a Reprise of “Getting To Know You/Speed 
Dating in a Retirement Community”. It gave many of our 
summer residents an opportunity to see Merle Bragdon’s 
wonderful comedy that they may have missed the previous fall. 
Then we were off and running with our fall production of the 
frighteningly funny “Murdered To Death”, by Peter Gordon 
and directed by Dan Clement. The murder/comedy mystery 
was well received with six performances and great reviews.  
 Then we turned right around, barely letting the stage 
cool off, and started rehearsals for Frank Capra’s inspiring 
story, adapted for a radio version style play by Tom Landry, 

“It’s A Wonderful Life”, directed by Carol Mason and with a large 
cast including 4 great child actors from the Lamoine School: Joseph 
Aiguier, Mel Warner, Selena Warner and Lincoln Roiphe. The show 
ran 3 performances carrying all of us right into this wonderful 
holiday season.  
 Blane Shaw, a new LCA Board member hosted “IMPROV!” 
to great reviews again in August and November. Plans to continue 
IMPROV! are underway for 2023.  
 Memberships along with donations help support the 
productions we bring to the community as well as maintenance of the 
Lamoine Grange building.  Membership in LCA is $20 per year. 
LCA offers scholarships to children in the Lamoine community who 
are interested in attending classes in art, music and theatre; 
information is available at the Lamoine School. Questions or 
program suggestions—please send  email  to 
LamoineArts@gmail.com. 

Lamoine lit up the holiday season once again.  (These look much cooler 
in the on-line, color version) The Lamoine Consolidated School was well 

decked out as staff and students spent several weeks getting lights and 
inflatables ready. The fire station installed new hooks 
on which to hang red lights around the apparatus bay 
doors while the Lamoine Fire Department’s Ladder 
truck was the hit of the Ellsworth Holiday Parade, 

decked out with festive lights all over for the 
procession in early December.  
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Lamoine Community Arts Celebrates Very Active Year 

From “It’s a Wonderful Life”—Radio Play  Pictured left to right: 
Selena Warner, Joseph Aiguier, Tom St. Claire, Mel Warner,  

Lincoln Roiphe & Sharon St. Clair  By Larissa Thomas  
The Town of Lamoine is signing on to the Mayors’ Monarch 
Pledge, an initiative created by the National Wildlife 
Federation. Joining hundreds of towns across the country, 
Lamoine will participate in the initiative through a number of 
efforts led by the Conservation Commission to support 
struggling monarch butterfly populations. They will include 
demonstration garden and habitat restoration projects, seed 
giveaways and plant sales, partnering with the Lamoine 
School on a series of projects with students, and promoting 
best practices to protect and encourage monarchs and a whole 
range of pollinator species. 
 The first event of the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge 
initiative has been launched: free common milkweed seeds 
made available at Town Hall. Milkweed is important to 
monarch butterflies as a host plant where the butterflies lay 
their eggs and the caterpillars eat and grow. Milkweed 
flowers also provide nectar for adult monarchs as well as 
many other butterflies and assorted pollinators. Instructions 
for growing milkweed are provided on the packets.  
 There will be many opportunities to get involved in 
the various Mayors’ Monarch Pledge events over the coming 
year. If you would like to volunteer, please attend an 
upcoming Conservation Commission meeting or contact a 
Commission member. 

Butterfly Habitat Help 

Grange Sponsors Flattop 5K 
By Carol Korty 

(Lamoine) The Lamoine Grange is partnering with Robin 
Emery to host the Flattop 5K race she initiated years ago.  
April 1, 2023, is the date. This popular race is the first race of 
the season where runners qualify for points in races to follow 
in subsequent months.  Publicity about registration will be 
posted well before hand.  The five kilometer (3.1 miles) race 
starts at Lamoine School at 9:00 AM for adults.  The one 
kilometer race for children ages 1-9 starts there at 8:30 AM.  
 Lamoine Grange meets in our hall the first Wednesday 
of each month: 6:30 for pot luck supper followed by a meeting 
at 7:00.  All are welcome.  You need not be a member to 
attend . 

Lamoine Consolidated School Sports Shines Again 
Pictured above are the young athletes who play basketball for the 
boys and girls teams from LCS, sporting brand new uniforms for 

the 2022/23 season. At the end of 2022 they are unbeaten.  
 Many of the same athletes played soccer in the fall for LCS and 

took home the league championship with a 2-1 win over the 
Connors Emerson School of Bar Harbor on November 5th, earning 

them a fire truck escort back to town to show off the trophy.  

“At the North Pole” Christmas Show Ends in a “Whole School Hug”! 
The gift of an impressive wooden tree to Mrs. Duym, commemorating her 

years of service to the school and stage at LCS, brought together a “Whole 
School Hug” to end this year’s “At the North Pole” Christmas show! 

Thank you to Brett Jones for building and donating this amazing gift!   
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January 2023 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2—Town Office 
Closed 
7PM Planning Board 

3 4-8AM Board of 
Assessors 

5-7PM Select Board 6—4PM Nomination 
Papers Due 

7 

8 9 10 11—7PM 
Conservation Cmsn 

12 13 14 

15 16– Town Office 
Closed 

17 18 19—7PM Select 
Board 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 Meeting dates and times are subject to change 
Please consult the town’s website at www.lamoine-me.gov for current schedule 

February 2023 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1-8AM Board of 
Assessors 

2—7PM Select Board 3 4  

5 6-6:30 PM Planning 
Board 

7 8—7PM 
Conservation Cmsn 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16—7PM Select 
Board 

17 18 

19 20-Town Hall Closed  
(President’s Day) 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28  

March 2023 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1-8AM Board of 
Assessors 

2—7PM Select 
Board 

3 4  

5 6-6:30 PM Planning 
Board 

7-8am to 8PM 
Municipal Election 

8—7PM 
Conservation Cmsn 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15-6PM Open Town 
Meeting 

16—7PM Select 
Board 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30—7PM Select 
Board 

31  


