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Perry Fowler

(Lamoine) - Three upstanding Lamoine
citizens in the primes of their lives
suddenly passed away in the 2nd quarter of
2024, leaving much of the town shaken.
Two died of natural causes, the third in a
vehicle crash that remains under
investigation.

On April 11th, Walker Road
resident David Worcester died when an
oncoming vehicle swerved into the lane in
which he was driving and struck him head
on. Worcester ran his glass business,
Dave’s Glass, for many years out of the
home that he shared for 26-years with Lisa
McGlothlin.  Their beloved dog, Macy,
also perished in the crash.

Several witnesses had called 9-1-1
to report a vehicle driven by an Addison
man was operating erratically on US Route
1 in Steuben prior to the crash. The driver
of that wvehicle survived the crash, but
Worcester died at the scene. Dave was an
avid hunter and fisherman, and worked
with the lobster fishing community,
replacing glass in boats up and down the
coast of Maine. He was 51 years old.

Three days later, current Planning
Board Chair Perry Fowler died after a
sudden medical event at his home.
Rescuers were unable to revive him, and
the death left a huge shock on much of the
area. Pretty much everyone in Lamoine
and communities beyond knew Perry who
ran a general contracting business with his
father Jay for decades. He served as a

Road Closure Take 2 Adds Land Donation

(Lamoine) - An article placed before a
special town meeting on June 20th had a
ring of familiarity to it. Voters at the
annual town meeting three months earlier
had voted against the measure which
discontinues a portion of the currently
named MacQuinn Road. Several questions
raised at that meeting could not be
answered as no representative of Harold
MacQuinn, Inc. was present.

When the general contracting
company learned of the outcome, they
contacted the Select Board again to request
that it be placed before the town. In
addition to that question, MacQuinn also
offered to give the town 3-acres of land
located behind the town hall, contingent on
passage of the road discontinuance.

In 2023 the Town of Hancock had
voted to discontinue a portion of the road
on their side of the town line, so regardless
of the outcome of the vote in Lamoine, the

Three Tragic Deaths Hit Town Hard

David Worcester

Solar Panel
Installation Begins

at School, Salt/Sand
Shed

By Larissa Thomas
(Lamoine) - Solar electricity installation
began the week after school closed at the
| town’s school building. These panels will
provide electricity for municipal use
| through a power purchase agreement
(PPA) that will offer the town lower than
market electricity rates, and the
opportunity to purchase the depreciated
system in six years for even greater
savings. Revision Energy made the
(continued next page)
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Rachel Smallidge

Selectman for many years, and volunteered
on many boards and committees. He was
also one of the go to contractors when
emergency work was needed on the town’s
roads. Most of the site work at the
Lamoine Consolidated School’s new
portable classroom was done by Jay and
Perry.

Perry was the youngest person in
Maine to earn a Class “1” driver’s license a
the age of 15, he was an Eagle Scout, and in’
2008 he and his dad were named the first?
Citizens of the Year by the Select Board. ==
He was 52 years old.

On May 15th, Rachel Smallidge lost&
her battle with a health issue. In recent§
years Rachel had become an Ed Tech at the %
Lamoine Consolidated School and also
served as the athletics director at the school.
For many years she was a fixture at Pat’s
Pizza in Ellsworth with a bubbling
personality and an infectious spirit. Her
father, David, served for many years as the
chair of the Planning Board, and she also
worked with him in the family’s upholstery
business on Douglas Highway. During her
high school and college years she excelled
at soccer, basketball and softball, and
shared a lifelong love of athletics and her
town. She was 43-years old.

A garden has been established by
the Lamoine Athletics Fields in her
memory. A memorial bench in memory of
Perry Fowler is planned at the Lamoine
Town Hall.

The roof at the Lamoine Consolidated

School is prepared for solar panels
which will be place in July 2024

School Budget
Swiftly Approved

(Lamoine) - It took just about 23-minutes
for a small group of voters to approve the
school budget for the 2024/25 fiscal year.
Of the 16 voters who held up their voting
cards, all voted in favor of the
$3,536,992.73 budget proposed by the
school committee and recommended by
the town’s budget committee.

Voters also approved adding
$50,000 to the special education fund
which provides an emergency cushion in
the event of an unexpected out of district
placement during the school year.
Interim Superintendent of Schools Rob
Liebow urged passage to assure the
school department is prepared for such an
eventuality.

The approved budget will require
about $195,000 more in property tax
revenue to fund. Combined with the
town budget and county property tax, the
overall increase on property taxes will be
about $95,000, or 2.68%.

At the same town meeting, voters
also approved of allocating the proceeds
of the sale of 2 acres and buildings at the
former John Smith property purchased in
2023. The distribution includes $15,000
to the Community Center Fund to
reimburse for funds used to help
purchase the property. The remainder,
$124,429.87 will be used to make a
principal payment on the loan used to
purchase the property, dampening the
repayment impact.

road was planned to close, ending the
problems caused by traffic coming through
the MacQuinn operation.

Attendees at the June town meeting
questioned why the proposed closure was
coming up again. They also questioned
whether this was a public safety issue.
Town officials explained that a
representative from MacQuinn’s was now
available for questions, and the Fire Chief
said public safety was not an issue if the
Hancock end of the road was going to be
closed. The vote to discontinue passed.

Company owner Paul MacQuinn
said he plans to install gates on both ends
of the road to isolate his operations, and a
turnaround will be constructed on the
Lamoine side.

The town meeting also approved of
changing the name of the road. Going
forward, it will be named Higgins Road at
the request of the Higgins family.



SOlaI’ Panel InStaHathn (continued from page 1)

arrangements for the PPA and installed the
solar panels. The solar installation is the
second of part of a project spearheaded by
the Lamoine Conservation Commission
that began with grant funded heat pumps
that have been in use for the past year.

In 2022, the Conservation
Commission enrolled Lamoine in the
Community Resilience Partnership, a
program administered by the Governor’s
Office of Policy Innovation and the
Future, which made the town eligible to
apply for a Community Action Grant in
support of climate action. The
Conservation Commission applied for and
was awarded a grant in the amount of
$50,000 that covered the installation of
heat pumps in the three main municipal
buildings, which would be paired with the
installation of solar panels to supply
electricity for the new heat pumps and the
town’s other power needs.

The heat pumps were installed at
the Town Hall, fire station, and school in
the summer of 2023 by Dave’s World.
These highly efficient electric heat pumps
were immediately put to use for air
conditioning, and then provided heat
through the winter. An analysis of energy
use and costs over the first year of the heat
pumps’ use revealed immediate cost
savings for the town. The amount of
propane and heating oil used at Town Hall

and the fire station, for example, was
reduced by 75% and 90% respectively,
with total cost savings for these two
buildings in the first year of over $560.
The savings will be greater in the coming
years because the PPA offers a lower
electricity rate than what the town
currently pays Versant directly. Although
an analysis of cost savings associated with
the heat pumps at the school has not yet
been conducted, it is expected that similar
and likely greater savings have been
realized, given that 15 heat pumps were
installed there compared to the 11 heat
pumps installed at the Town Hall and fire
station. Beyond the cost savings the town
is now enjoying, shifting most of the
town’s use of heating oil and propane to
electricity generated through solar has
dramatically reduced the town’s carbon
footprint, which will pay dividends to
future generations.

As Lamoine’s first Community
Action Grant project comes to conclusion,
the Conservation Commission is set to
apply for a second grant. Stay tuned for
information about the grant proposal to be
submitted later this year. We are grateful to
the Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation
and the Future for making this funding
source available to help towns make
important changes for a better future.

Proposed Resort Purchased by Land
Conservation Organization

(Lamoine) - As first reported in the April
2024 Lamoine Quarterly Hancock based
Frenchman Bay Conservancy (FBC) has
purchased a 228-acre parcel of land that
borders Partridge Cove and will
permanently preserve the undeveloped
property. The parcel had been proposed to
be used as a “glamping” resort, but the
application drew widespread opposition,
leading to a moratorium on hotels, motels,
campgrounds and glampgrounds imposed
in  August 2023. The developers
subsequently withdrew the application.

The land conservation organization
said the land parcel had been on their radar
long before the resort application.
Executive Director Aaron Dority called it a
win-win situation for the town. FBC says
the purchase will prevent development
along a third of a mile of shoreline, but

Permit Issuance Picks up

provide multiple outdoor recreation
opportunities for the town.

Land Protection manager Erin
Witham met with the Select Board shortly
after the purchase and said they are
seeking a grant from the Land for Maine’s
Future Board and the Select Board signed
a letter supporting the grant application.
Money from the grant will go toward
future stewardship of the large parcel.

FBC plans to build a parking area
on the land that is accessed from Partridge
Cove Road (Route 204). The estimated
stewardship cost is $146,500. The total
purchase price was $550,000. The town
had the land assessed at $415,900 in 2023.
FBC plans to enroll the property in the
open space program  which  will
significantly reduce the tax assessment on
the land.

(Lamoine) - Code
Enforcement Officer
Rebecca Albright issued the

following construction permits during the 2nd quarter of 2024

No. Name Project

6  Scofield, Brian = Garage

7  Martino, Mike Repl Garage
8  Mason, Nathan  Addition

9  Cervelli, Phyllis RV

10 Berger, Alex Shoreland-Trees
11 LeBlanc, Ronald Shore Stabilize

12 Merrick, Perley  Shed

13 Hibbs, Susan Solar-Rooftop

14  St. John, Rebecca Shed

15 Haass, William  Storage Container
16 Ouellette, Chris  Shed

17  Ackley, David Residence

18  St. Clair, Thomas Shed

19  Harris, John Deck

20  Whitney, Emerson  Deck

21  Sirovatka, Anne Solar-Rooftop
22 Walker, Michael Addition

23 Donovan, Shaun Storage Continer
24  Pileggi, Daniel Shore-Steps
25 Loft, Gary Residence

26  Dandurand, Nathan Shed

27 Moore, James Deck Addition
28  Ogden, Kenneth RV

29 Tadema-Wieland, L Denied
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Former Assessor
Files Suit Against

Code Enforcement
Officer

(Lamoine) - Attorneys for Lamoine’s
Code Enforcement Officer, the Town of
Lamoine and the State Fire Marshal’s
Office have all called for a complaint
filed in District Court by former elected
tax assessor Terry Towne to be
dismissed. In the complaint, Towne
claims that Code Enforcement Officer
(CEO) Rebecca Albright has allegedly
issued numerous permits in the past six
years without the proper documentation.
Towne filed the complaint on April 10,
2024 and Albright was served with notice
about a week later. The complaint seeks
to remove Albright as the town’s CEO
and to revoke her state license as a CEO.

The Select Board authorized town
attorney Daniel Pileggi to represent Ms.
Albright. The town has retained
Ellsworth attorney Patrick Lyons to
represent the town as a named party, and
the Maine Attorney General’s Office is
representing the Fire Marshal’s Office.

In the response to the suit, Pileggi
has argued that there is no right by a
private citizen to seek decertification of a
Code Enforcement Officer and that Mr.
Towne has not suffered any harm by any
actions of the CEO. The response states
that Mr. Towne does not have any
standing to pursue a decertification claim,
and because he’s suffered no harm, there
is no relief that needs to be granted. Both
the town and the Fire Marshal’s Office
state similar grounds for dismissal. At
press time, no decision had been made on
whether the case should continue.

Squatters Depart,
Violations Resolved

(Lamoine) - A Michigan family who
received a notice of violation from the
town’s Code Enforcement Officer after a
S5th Wheel Recreation Vehicle appeared
on their land was quite surprised. It
turned out the people living in the RV
had no permission to place it on the
Pinkhams Flats land. It also took several
months for the property owners to force
the squatters to leave the property and
take their living quarters with them.

The landowners engaged at least
two local attorneys to begin the eviction
process, finally succeeding in late May.
The town’s animal control officer also
responded to the complaint, finding at
least a half dozen dogs and more than a
dozen Kkittens living with the RV
dwellers.

Meanwhile, another violation at
591 Douglas Highway has also been
resolved after the property sold. The new
owner of the property has spent many
weeks cleaning out trash from the
exterior of the home and has started
gutting the interior of the relatively new
house in anticipation of refurbishing it to
safe living condition. Both the Code
Enforcement Officer and the Health
Officer had issued violations to the
previous owners for running a boarding
home without proper permitting. The
former residents have since moved on.



Want to Serve Your Town?
Several Openings on Town Boards Available

(Lamoine) - A few boards need new
members to serve as terms expired on June
30th and some of the incumbent members
have opted to end their town service.

The Board of Appeals has two
openings. Brett Jones was appointed as an
alternate member of the Planning Board,
filling the opening created when Perry
Fowler passed away in April. His position
and a position held by Michael Jordan are
now open on the Board of Appeals. The
Appeals Board meets on an as needed
basis to hear cases brought by parties

|= options is helpful.

Nope, Not a Goat
A young cow moose seemed rather
intrigued by the steady stream of folks who
gathered in front of the Seal Cove Goat
Farm in late June. Game Wardens
checked her out and said she was not in
distress, but urged people to back off and
let her figure her way out of the goat
pasture, which she eventually did.

seeking relief from Code Enforcement or
Planning Board decisions or from residents
seeking variances from ordinance rules.
Terms are 3-years in length.

The Technology Committee is also
in need of at least two more members. This
advisory committee makes
recommendations to the Select Board on a
wide range of issues regarding the town’s
technology needs.
years, the committee has recommended
and helped to implement a new website, a
study and pending recommendation about
technology security, and a major upgrade
to the Cable TV system. While no
technology  background is required,
familiarity with modern communications

The Recreation Committee is
looking for one more member to serve as

| long time chair Nikki Chan has opted to
- not be reappointed to the committee. The

committee plans and helps run recreation
programs and during the past year
recommended and constructed an outdoor
ice rink behind the Lamoine Consolidated
School.

Anyone interested in serving is
urged to contact the Lamoine Town Office
or any Select Board member.

New Voting Booths
Donated

In the past couple of
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Voters Approve
Building & Land

Use Amendments

Ordinance Compliant with
LD 2003

(Lamoine) - With days to spare before a
new State of Maine mandate takes effect,
voters at the June 20, 2024 special town
meeting passed a series of amendments to
the Building and Land Use Ordinance to
bring it into compliance with the state
rules. Those rules called LD 2003 were
enacted to encourage more affordable
housing units for the entire state.

The biggest impact on the town is
the relaxation of standards for accessory
dwelling units (ADUs). An ADU is a
second housing unit on a lot. Previous to
the new standards, an ADU was limited to
a so called “mother-in-law” apartment,
and usable only by close family members.
That restriction is removed, as are several
other restrictions, including one that
required ADUs to resemble a single
family dwelling.

ADUs will still be prohibited
within the Shoreland Zone, and the total
number of bedrooms created by adding an
ADU must be compatible with the septic
system serving the entire number of
housing units.

The Planning Board, while
recommending passage of the new
ordinance, was a bit reluctant as they

(Lamoine) - Many thanks to the Town of would like to discuss further changes to

o, Hampden which donated a set of 5 portable
voting booths to Lamoine in April.

The
aluminum frame booths are in pristine
condition, though the storage box will get a
new coat of paint. They were used for the
first time in the primary on June 11, 2024
and are compatible with a set of three steel
frame booths the town has had for decades.
This will nearly double the voting booth
capacity for Lamoine in November 2024.

New License Plates Start in May 2025
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you can do so. If you have a vanity
plate that you plan to keep, you can do
that too. The BMV is strongly
recommending that you reserve your
plate number right away, as it will take
time to produce those plates.
Registrants with vanity and low digit
license plates were to start receiving
postcards urging them to reserve their

(Augusta) - The very familiar Maine
license plate with the chickadee sitting on a
pine tree tassel will become a collector’s
item beginning in May 2025. The Bureau
of Motor Vehicles (BMV) is preparing to
roll out newly designed plates for
passenger cars. The new plates will feature
an evergreen tree (purportedly a pine) with
a star above the top of the tree. The design
closely resembles an early 20th century
state flag.

The chickadee plates have existed
for nearly 25-years, and some of those
plates are pretty battered. Specialty plates
that do not have the chickadee design such
as Conservation, Lobster, Agriculture,
Lighthouse, Breast Cancer etc. will not be
replaced.

If you are used to your current
license plate number and wish to keep it,

plate numbers in June. The easiest
way to reserve is on-line at: maine.gov/
online/reservemyplate. The town office

also carries information about reserving &

license plates. The cost to reserve a plate
number is $25.00

When the new plate issue starts,
the Lamoine Town Office will be
replacing existing, non-reserved plates

with standard issue Pine Tree plates. If ¥

registrants don’t wish to have a Pine Tree
plate, an alternative plain plate will be
available. The plate issue will be similar
to the plate replacement that took place in
the 1990s when the chickadee plate
replaced the lobster plate. In the past year,
the town has issued roughly 1,900
passenger car plates, so that will mean
freeing up space in the vault for a lot of
new license plates.

the code. Discussions of those changes
and other ordinance revisions will likely
begin over the summer.

Lamoine Beach
Dedicated to Little
Ones

(Lamoine) - Cynthia Donaldson and Amy
Duym who lead the Lamoine Little
Children’s group helped to organize a
dedication party at Lamoine Beach
marking the completion of a play area for
young folks. The gathering on May 18th
drew a crowd slightly older than the
target audience, but several grandparents
were able to bring home children’s books
and look at the inscribed rock marking the
play area which features a bouncing
lobster boat.

%

Young Morgan McMullen (left) and her
grandmother Jane were on hand for a

small party as Lamoine’s Little Children
dedicated a play area at Lamoine Beach
Park in May. (Georgianna Pulver Photo)
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Salt Sand Shed Roof Replaced

(Lamoine) - Some brutal wind from
several storms last winter tore off
shingles from the town’s salt & sand
shed, exposing the plywood in some
areas. Since the roof was roughly 16
years old, and the town is installing
solar panels on the building this
summer, the Select Board decided to
replace the shingles now, instead of
wrestling with the old shingles after
the solar panel installation.

D&S Builders which had
replaced several shingles on the fire
station after the storm was able to do
the work right away. The Lamoine
based company charged $29,447 for
the job, and had the roof changed out
within two days.

The salt/sand storage shed was
constructed in 2007 and is located next
to the Lamoine Transfer Station.

The crew from D&S roofing prepares
to put on a lot of new shingles as the
roof at the salt/sand storage shed is

replaced in May

By Cheryl Claiborne,
Lamoine Community
Arts
(Lamoine) - A busy
2024 was kicked off

Edgar  Allen
“Nightfall With Poe”,
written by Eric Coble,
directed by Wynne
Guglielmo and a cast of !
7 performing three well
received
readings.
global warming as our own Lamoine
artists’ Gordon Donaldson and Fred
Stocking adapted the works of Ben
Rawlings and performed “Along The
Treeline”. In late April the LCA Writer’s
Group after petitioning local writers to
submit short 10-minute plays, chose 7 to
be staged for a very welcoming audience.
Five Directors, including one new
Director, brought these funny and
heartwarming short plays to the stage.
New, old, interested playwrights are
encouraged to reach out to LCA
(lamoinecommunityarts@gmail.com) with
plays at any stage of development. The
Writers’ group will meet regularly
assisting young writers to get their
material on the stage.

LCA has received several grant
awards this year including one from
Bangor Savings Bank which enabled LCA
to create two handicapped parking spaces
and an area for loading and unloading
wheelchairs at our Lamoine Grange
Theater. Additional grants have helped
us finish the lower level so our actors and
visitors to the Grange can utilize the lower
level in comfort.

One of our young actors, Emily

Andrews, initiated a (5™-8" grade), after-
school art program which will return in the
Fall and is open to any and all kids
interested in an after-school art program.
LCA is honored to support Emily’s dream.
More information can be found on our
website. Girl Scout Troop 1008 meets

staged Rl s At A
Next came LCA’s tribute to
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Heat Pumps Saw
Significant Heating
Fuel Use Decline

(Lamoine) - A year ago the town
installed heat pumps at the town hall,

! fire station and in several classrooms at

—— the Lamoine Consolidated School using

— Maine.
% hall and fire station,
% showed that the town hall used just 350
% gallons of propane compared to 1,422

a Community Action Grant and
= significant rebates from Efficiency
Tracking fuel use at the town
the new units

—|— ————————— oallons the previous year, a decrease of

]

Al

served

Gréﬁge and
Spring at our play

regularly at the
refreshments this
Festival.

Upcoming events include Improv
Comedy Jam which returns on July 6™ at
7pm, hosted by our own Blane Shaw who
has for several years led Improv to fun
evenings of fun and merriment; come join
in or just watch. The August contemporary
dance performances with workshops in
dance and stage movement returns for its
6™ year and w1ll spotlight our NYC dancers
on August 6™ and a second performance by
Meghan Frederick, a dance artist based in
Philadelphia who returns to her family
home in Lamoine each summer. LCA’s
Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday,
August 13™ at 6 pm at the Grange.
Entertainment this year will be a shorter
version of Blane Shaw’s wonderful Improv
Comedy Jam. LCA is excited to bring a
full performance of Mark Twain’s
Comedy, Is He Dead?, adapted to the stage
by David Ives and Directed by Carol
Mason. A large cast of old and new actors
will perform 6 shows on the Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday of October 27" and
November 1% weekends. In December we
end the year and celebrate the holidays
with “Yes Virginia, There Is A Santa
Claus” a staged Radio Production with a
cast of regulars including our great kid
actors from past holiday shows.

Additional and updated information

is always available on our website
www.lamoinearts.org.

The fire station was even

- = _ more stark. Heating fuel use decreased
== from 1,665 gallons the previous year to

just 166 gallons this past winter, a 90%
reduction.

Offsetting the fuel use, though
was a sizable increase in electricity use
to power the heat pumps. The town hall
spent nearly $4,000 more for electricity,
or a 200% increase, and the fire station
spent $4,820 more on the electric bill,
roughly a 295% increase.

Town Explores

Brownfields Study/
Grant

By Sabrina Jordan, Conservation Cmsn

(Lamoine) - What is a brownfield? It is a
site where past land use has caused
environmental contamination that could
pose challenges for redevelopment. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) offers funding to help determine
whether contamination might exist on a
suspected site, and if so, additional
funding to help with remediation.

How is this relevant in Lamoine?
The Conservation Commission recently
took the lead to obtain a brownfield
assessment grant focusing on the land
owned by the town on Lamoine Beach
Road, including the existing transfer
station, the closed landfill, and the
recently acquired parcel to the west. The
grant is funding a Phase I Environmental
Assessment that will evaluate the
likelihood of environmental hazards on
the site based on past land use and
preliminary observations during a site
visit.  Obtaining information about
possible contaminants in the soil or water
is important as the town’s Facilities and
Infrastructure ~ Committee  considers
options for meeting the town’s needs,
including possible future development of
the Lamoine Beach Road property. This
proactive effort was not prompted by any
specific, known issue, but is being done
in the interest of information gathering,
and in light of the common presence of
contaminants around landfills and other
industrial sites.

The brownfield assessment grant
is administered through the Eastern
Maine Development Corporation, and the
Phase I Environmental Assessment is
being carried out by Campbell
Environmental Group. The report of
findings is under preparation, and will be
provided to the town later this summer.



RV, Wildfire Highlight LVFD Calls

(Lamoine) - A Bay Road
5th Wheel RV went up in
flames in the early morning
hours of May Ist, and mice
may be to blame. Owners
Mark & Debra Dane said
they had turned on the
power for the summer the
day before and saw a lot of
evidence that mice were
around for the winter. The
call came in at 2:50 AM
when someone observed the
flames in the vicinity of
Lamoine Beach and heard
what sounded like gunshots.
When the fire trucks
arrived, the vehicle was
fully engulfed in flames.
Mutual aid from Trenton,
Ellsworth and Hancock
provided manpower
water.

and
The fire marshal’s| A4 fully engulfed 5th wheel on Bay Road in the wee hours
office investigated, but said of the morning of May 1, 2024

the destruction was so
severe it was impossible to determine what
caused the fire.

The fire department would also
respond to structure fires that damaged a
garage on Jordan River Road in Trenton
on May 3rd. The cause of that fire has not
yet been released. Firefighters from the
same four towns were able to bring that
blaze under control fairly quickly. A
couple of weeks later, Lamoine VFD
responded to the Surry Road in Ellsworth
at about 2:00 AM when K&B Automotive
caught fire. The flames were contained to
one garage bay. Lamoine provided
manpower and filled tankers from a
nearby fire hydrant.

An unpermitted trash burn on Mud
Creek Road quickly went out of control in
gusty winds on April 3rd. Firefighters
quickly put out the flames and advised the
homeowner that any open burning requires
a burning permit that restricts burning

=1 E'EE‘; T

during dry and windy weather. The fire
department also sent help to Franklin in
mid-May when a wildfire scorched several
acres. A series of wildfires likely caused
by a damaged -catalytic converter sent
firefighters to Route 1 in Hancock and
Ellsworth. The department also responded
to Ford Lane when a permitted burn saw
an ember ignite an area near the shores of
Skillings River. Damage was minimal.
During the 2nd quarter of the year,
the fire department responded to 30 calls
in total. Several came during storms in
early to mid April. The department also
responded to at least two alarms at the
Lamoine Consolidated School caused
when the power went out to the pump that
feeds the sprinkler system in the new
portable classroom. Another alarm brought
response to the Versant Power
maintenance building when the crew
inside burned breakfast in the break room.

The 2024 Hancock County Fire Academy Class

Rockweed Talk

(Lamoine) - In June, The Lamoine
Conservation Commission hosted Hannah
Webber, the Director of Marine Ecology at
the Schoodic Institute to talk about
rockweed. Rockweed is a species of brown
algae that inhabits the rocky intertidal
shoreline of Maine. It is an important part
of the marine ecosystem. Webber has
pioneered research on this species, and is
currently engaged in an expansive study to
quantify the distribution and biomass of
rockweed throughout the Maine coast.
Rockweed is commercially
harvested in the state, including Lamoine.
Obtaining information on how much
rockweed grows in Maine’s intertidal zone
will help the state’s Department of Marine
Resources develop regulations to ensure
that the resource is not overharvested.
Webber has initiated a citizen

science program as part of her research.
Project ASCO, Assessing Seaweed via
Community Observations, invites members
of the public to collect data on rockweed
Lamoine. Project  ASCO invites
participants to attend a training session and
receive some basic research tools before
taking measurements and recording
observations about rockweed. Anyone
interested in participating should visit the
Project ASCO page on the Schoodic
Institute’s website for more information.

The information gathered will be
tabulated along with data scientists collect
at research sites along the Maine coast.

Gauging from the number of
people who attended Webber’s
presentation and the many thoughtful
questions they asked, there is clearly keen
interest in this developing research.
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Two LVFD
Members Graduate
From Academy

(Lamoine) - A big congratulations to
Tina Warner and Walton Kinney as they
became officially trained firefighters in
June after passing all their exams from
the Hancock County Fire Academy. The
pair endured many weekends of training
on everything from building fires,
forcible entry, vehicle fires and propane
fires.

Warner was the class president
for the 2024 academy and delivered a
speech at the graduation held at the
Grand  Auditorium in  Ellsworth.
Unfortunately, most members of the
LVFD family missed it—a fire alarm call
just before the graduation required a
response to Raccoon Cove Road.

Town Selects New
Mowing Contractor

(Lamoine) - The spring’s mail contained
notice that long time mowing contractor
McMullen Landscape & Construction
was no longer providing mowing
services. That meant a search for a new
contractor to mow the town hall, salt/
sand shed, a storage garage property and
Lamoine Beach Park.

The town went out to bid, and
three offers came in. The Select Board
chose Conary’s Clean Cuts from Sullivan
for the jobs. Owner Josh Conary had
worked for the Town of Bar Harbor and
decided to go into business this year,
leaving his post on MDI.

So far he’s done a very good job
in the first couple of months of mowing
and trimming.

Winter Storm
Damage Help
Coming
(Lamoine) - The Federal Emergency

Management Agency will be sending a
check to the town at some point in the not

~ too distant future to help pay for the work

from a pair of winter storms. FEMA sent
notification in late June that $7,545.23
will be paid for the wind and rain storm
that blasted the town on December 18,
2023.

Most of the cost to clean up from
that storm included removal of tree
debris from the town roads and parks.
During that storm, the fire department
responded to 23 calls for help, mostly for
trees and power lines being down.

The town immediately filed a
form with FEMA indicating storm
damage. The incredibly complex federal
reimbursement process included two
meetings with teams of FEMA officials,
numerous phone calls from
representatives from the agency, filing
more paperwork on an on-line portal to
the agency, and approval of the
reimbursement amount. FEMA pays for
about 25% of the costs for the response
and cleanup from the storm that was one
of two disasters declared, the second
being in January.



Major Technology Upgrade at Town Hall

(Lamoine) - Since the town started
televising meetings on its local cable TV
channel, a combination of technologies has
been feeding both channel 1303 on the
Spectrum lineup and the streaming service
offered through the town’s website.
Realizing that the equipment used for that
was old, and technologically obsolete, the
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|
l

Randy Visser and Tom Pierce of Unique
Video installed the new Cable TV system
at the town hall in late June

recommended

Technology Committee
upgrading to a modern server that will
provide a much higher quality TV signal to

both. The Select Board approved a major
equipment upgrade through a company
called CableCast, and the video on demand
service starts July 1, 2024 with the
Planning Board meeting.

A major re-wiring of the town hall
and installation of extremely complex TV
equipment took place in late June.
Training for town personnel will be
ongoing through the summer to get
programming onto the new system. In
addition to the Spectrum Channel, folks
who stream TV will be able to pull up the
Lamoine Channel on Roku, Apple TV and
Amazon Firestick as well as on cell phones
and computers.

To accomplish this, the town
needed a major internet upgrade, which
has also taken place. That has set in
motion all kinds of changes, which
includes faster internet service for the
computers inside the town hall.

With the new internet service will
also come a new telephone system through
Spectrum/Ring Central. The town hall
phone number will remain the same (207)
667-2242, but if that line is in use, calls
will rollover to another number that can be
answered by others in the office, or the call
will go to voicemail.

All the new technology requires a
lot of staff training. The manual for the
phone system is dozens of pages long. We
expect the phone system to be installed
during the 2nd week of July. It will
replace analog phones and the one
telephone line that serves the building.
Town Hall staff asks that callers be patient
while they learn the new systems

Monarch Gardens Enter 2nd Year

By Larissa Thomas
(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Conservation
Commission launched a number of
projects in 2023 in association with
Mayors’ Monarch Pledge, and the work
has continued in 2024. Lamoine joined
towns and cities across the country
supporting  the migratory monarch
butterfly, whose numbers have been in
sharp decline in recent years. Participation
in the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge program
involves voluntary initiatives to improve
habitat, adopt municipal best practices that
protect monarchs and other pollinators,
and invite citizen involvement.

The major projects in 2023
included creating pollinator gardens at
Town Hall and the Lamoine Consolidated
School, and planting common milkweed
on disused land at Town Hall and the
transfer station. In 2024, we have
continued to care for and improve those
plantings. The different gardens contain
common milkweed, swamp milkweed, and
butterfly weed, all essential host plants for
monarch caterpillars, as well as native
nectar flowers that serve as food sources
for monarchs and the wide range of
pollinators who play a vital role in a
healthy ecosystem.

We kicked off our Mayors’
Monarch Pledge efforts in 2023 with a
seed giveaway of common milkweed,
followed by a seedling sale later in the
year. In 2024, we went even bigger with a
seed giveaway that included common
milkweed, swamp milkweed, and butterfly
weed, with a seedling sale this June

offering all of those plants.

Given the level of interest
Lamoiners expressed in 2023 for planting
monarch host plants and other native
species that support pollinators, the
Conservation Commission recently invited
a garden expert to share tips as part of our
guest speaker series. In April, Lauren
Landers gave a presentation entitled,
“Gardening for Wildlife: How to Create a
Pollinator Friendly Habitat Garden.” Those
who were unable to attend can view the
recording of the presentation on the town’s
website.

The

Lamoine Conservation

Commission remains committed to enhancing
pollinator habitat on town property and we
encourage everyone to make their own local
landscape welcoming to wildlife by avoiding
pesticide use, planting or encouraging native
wildflowers, and leaving areas of leaf litter,
plant stems, and brush piles as habitat.

A bee works its magic on a blossom in the
Monarch Garden at the Town Hall
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Lamoine Gets
Neighborhood
Library at Town
Hall

Builder Edmund Murray, Volunteer
Colleen Linde and Ellsworth Public
Library Director Sarah Lesko at the new
neighborhood library in Lamoine

(Lamoine) - Volunteers from the
Ellsworth Public Library installed what
they’re calling a Neighborhood Library
near the walkway ramp leading into the
town hall. The two shelf library features
more than two dozen books that are
periodically restocked by the Friends of
the Ellsworth Library.

Folks looking for a good read
have many genres to choose from—
including childrens’ books. When done
reading, borrowers are encouraged to
return the books to the unit that houses
them.

Bangor Savings Bank provided
funding for the project. Edmund Murray
(left above) built the structure.

Grant Will Aid Safe
Walking Program

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s Committee on
Aging has won a $2,500 grant to promote
safe walking in town. The relatively new
committee has started a very successful
initiative by providing low cost reflective
strap kits and trail maps for a suggested
donation of $5.00. Reflective straps show
up nicely in darker weather. The AARP
grant will further promote safe walking in
both available trails and along the public
roads in town.

Fern Walk Planned

Frenchman Bay Conservancy is excited

to welcome you back to Simon Trail for

our Annual Self-Guided Fern Walk right

here in Lamoine. You'll be amazed by the

variety of species you can find along this

I-mile woodland trail! This year, there

are 15 different ferns identified, and

clearly labeled, by Lamoine resident and

local fern enthusiast Harold Peachey.

To participate:

e Pick up a laminated Fern booklet
from the trail mailbox at the trailhead.

o Follow the map to identify and learn
about the 15 ferns.

e Return any borrowed booklets to the
mailbox when finished.

e Leave a comment in the mailbox
logbook!

The Simon Trail is located on Route 204,

Partridge Cove Road. The parking area is

beside McMullen Landscaping



New Superintendent of Schools on the Job

(Left) - The new Superinendent of Schools, Ellen Halliday will work full time for Lamoine & Hancock.
Right, Rob Liebow (holding the pizza box high) has retired (again) to Massachusetts
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Here s Your Sign

I—"'B"'rcrop . (Lamoine) - When students
return to the Lamoine
Consolidated  School in
August, the new sign beside
Lamoine Beach Road will
P be able to display a
~ = welcome back greeting.
Electrician Arthur Ashmore
is working on running
power to the sign from the
school building to display
electronic messages (much
like the sign at the town
hall). This will be a much

(Lamoine) - As the previous Lamoine
Quarterly was going to the printer, it was
announced the school department has hired
a new Superintendent of Schools. Ellen
Halliday officially starts in July. Mrs.
Halliday comes to the Lamoine/Hancock
school departments from New Hampshire,
but spent several years as the
Superintendent of Schools in Houlton.
Both school committees were excited to
hire her for the job.

Retiring (sort of) is Rob Liebow
who spent two school years as the interim
superintendent of schools for the two

communities. Mr. Liebow’s idea of
retirement 1S to continue as a
superintendent, moving  back  to

Massachusetts to serve part time for the
school system in Nahant, Massachusetts.

During his time with Lamoine,
Liebow made several infrastructure
improvements at the school, including
placement of two portable classrooms, the
2nd of which required a huge sprinkler
system project. He hired Dan Higgins as
the business manager who will continue in
that role, and had a wonderful relationship
with the staff and students.

One of is last acts was to take
several students who correctly calculated
how many hours he had spent in a
classroom to a pizza party at Pat’s Pizza in
Ellsworth (shown above). He will be
fondly remembered.

Lamoine Osprey Pair Produces 3 Chlcks

(Lamoine) - The osprey pair that
returned to the Mud Creek Road B
nest at the “S” turns is busy catching §
fish and feeding pleces to three |
babies that hatched in early June. §
The exploits of the osprey family §
are viewable in live time on Earth |
Cam’s Lamoine Osprey link (you §
can connect on the town’s website). &

Last year’s pair also &
produced three chicks, however an &
attack by a bald eagle saw all three §
of those birds perish before they
had a chance to fledge. So far so
good for the 2024 hatchlings

The mother osprey was Spotted feeding the three
hatchlings in their nest high above Mud Creek

Road.
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(Lamoine) - Though the town was not in
the path of the total eclipse in April 2024,
it was pretty close. Surprisingly, visitors
flocked to both Lamoine Beach and
Marlboro Beach to catch a glimpse

(safely) when the moon moved between
the sun and the earth to create about a 96%

~ coverage. Interestingly, while it never got

completely dark, the light dimmed enough
to turn on headlights and building lights at
the fire station that are controlled by photo
cells. The shot on the left shows a pair of
eclipse watchers at Marlboro Beach.

Above, Georgianna Pulver captured
a picture of the Aurora Borealis at
Marlboro Beach during a solar storm that
created some pretty awesome colors later
in the spring. We thank her for sending
along a picture.

_ more
\“4 . W visible sign
& than the old
LAMOINE lettered sign
Where PRIDE Reigns that was
located in
front of the
| gym and
hard to see
from  the
road. Look
for a

display
soon!

HonorgGads
Honored

(Lamoine) - The Select Board issued
certificates of commendation to students
from town who graduated from high
school with honors in 2024.  The
following received certificates:

Betta Cahn (John Bapst Memorial)
Violet Davis (John Bapst Memorial)
Paige Johnson (Ellsworth)

Bailey Baldridge (MDI)

Gage Graham (MDI)

Cayla Swanberg (MDI)

Alexander Yeadon (MDI)

Hodgkins
Scholarships
Awarded

(Lamoine) - The Select Board has
awarded scholarship to 8 college students
from Lamoine to assist with their post-
secondary education through the Alan
and Leurene Scholarship fund. The total
awarded was $25,200.

Qualifying for the awards were:
Ross Fowler (University of Maine)
Olivia Fowler (University of Maine)
Moxie McBreairty (Bennington)
Casey Jordan (U-Maine Ft. Kent)
Oliva Davis (Emmanuel College)
Violet Davis (Holy Cross)

Paul Briggs (University of Maine)
Alida Hodgkins (Southern Maine
Community College)

e Matthew Jones (University of Maine)
The Maine Community Foundation
administers the scholarship program and
makes funds available under a generous
bequest from Mr. & Mrs. Hodgkins. The
scholarships are awarded annually, and
applications must be received prior to
June Ist each year. A link to the
application is posted on the town’s
website and the MCF site.
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July 2024 Lamoine Schedule

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1-7PM Planning 2 3 4-Closed, 5 6
Board Independence Day
7 8 9 10-7PM 11 12-1PM Cmteon |13
Conservation Aging
Cmsn
14 15 16 17 18-7PM Select 19 20
Board
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 The Town Hall will be closed at lunch July 29-August 2 due
to vacation

August 2024 Lamoine Schedule

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

The Town Hall will be closed at lunch August 1, 2, 14, 15 & 16 due to vacation & |1 2 3

training

4 5-7PM Planning 6 7 8-7PM Select 9-1PM Cmte on 10

Board Board Aging

11 12 13 14-7PM 15 16 17
Conservation
Cmsn

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28-First Day of 29 30 31
School

September 2024 Lamoine Schedule

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2-Closed, Labor 3 4 5-7PM Select 6 7
Day Board
8 9-7PM Planning 10 11-7PM 12 13-1PM Cmte on 14
Board Conservation Aging
Cmsn
15 16 17 18 19-7PM Select 20 21
Board
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
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