
(Lamoine) - The graveyard between Seal 
Point Road and Lydia’s Lane is a very 
peaceful place.  More turkeys than people 
pay regular visits to the site where several 
dozen have their eternal resting place.  
Many of the graves date back to the 1800s, 
before the land became part of Lamoine;  
that would happen in the 1930s when the 
town acquired the Marlboro area from 
Hancock. 
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The Perry Fowler Bench 
Members of Perry Fowler’s family were on hand to see a bench in his memory 

installed at the town hall.  From left to right  Donna Callahan, Jay Fowler, 
Olivia Fowler, Ross Fowler, Jane Fowler and Betsy Westcott-Keiter. The bench 

and installation were donated by Steve O’Halloran of Ellsworth 

Bench at Town Hall Installed in Memory of Perry Fowler 

(Lamoine) - On an unusually warm mid-
November day, former tax assessor Jane Fowler 
came and sat on a new bench inscribed with her 
son Perry’s name.  A few days earlier a crew from 
the O’Halloran company in Ellsworth had 
delivered the bench which sits atop a brick pad on 
the south side of the town hall.  Mr. O’Halloran 
who was re-elected to the Ellsworth City Council 
in November contacted the family and the town 
shortly after Perry’s sudden passing last April 
suggesting the bench and coordinated with Jay 
Fowler, Perry’s dad, with site preparation for the 
bench.  
 Perry Fowler was a dedicated Lamoine 
resident.  At the time of his passing he was the 
chair of the Planning Board.  He had served in 
many capacities with the town over the years, 
including as a Select Board member.  He and his 
father have been responsible for a lot of 
construction in town, both private and public 
works.  They are one of the town’s “go to” 
contractors to fix things up when bad storms hit.  
The latest town project coming to fruition is an 
underground tank that’ll be used to fill fire trucks 
installed next to the Lamoine Volunteer Fire 
Department. That should come on line in early 
January.  
 The bench is purposely located next to the 
recently installed remote library box at the town 
hall.  Folks are encouraged to sit down and read a 
book in the sun and remember fondly the 
contributions of Perry Fowler.  

Annual Town Meeting is March 4th & 12th 
(Lamoine) - The annual town meeting will 
take place in two parts as usual in 2025.  
Election Day will be on Tuesday, March 
4th at the Town Hall.  Polls will be open 
from 8am to 8pm.  The open town meeting 
which will decide on potential ordinance 
changes and the annual municipal budget 
takes place on Wednesday, March 12th 
beginning at 6:00 PM at the Lamoine 
Consolidated School Gym. 
 Three Select Board seats will be 
filled at the election.  Incumbents  
Kathleen Rybarz and Larissa Thomas have 

both taken out nomination papers to 
return to their positions for another 3-
years.  A two year term created when 
Gary McFarland stepped down is also up 
for election.  Current Conservation 
Commission member Madison Jones has 
filed nomination papers for that seat and 
Shannon Astbury has taken out papers.  
 Two school committee seats will 
also be filled.  Brett Jones filed papers for 
re-election, and Ellsworth school teacher 
Alexis Chapman submitted  signatures 
and will be on the ballot in March.  

Marlboro Cemetery 
The afternoon sun shines down on ancient stones at the Marlboro Cemetery 

off Seal Point Road in Lamoine.  The Select Board has encouraged re-
formation of the Cemetery Corporation to maintain the burial site.  

Marlboro Cemetery 
Not Forgotten, but 

Needs a Resurrection 

 In 1971 seven people formed the Marlboro 
Cemetery Corporation.  While that organization 
remains registered with the Secretary of State Bureau 
of Corporations, none of the founders are alive today.  
As such, maintenance of the cemetery has foundered. 
 The Select Board discussed the matter in the 
fall of 2024.  The Ellsworth American did a story on 
how maintenance had lagged.  That prompted some 
volunteers to come forward.   Nick Gott who grew up 
on Mill Road said he and his daughter are fascinated 
by old cemeteries.  Paul Kudlich who has relatives in 
the graveyard has offered to help with sprucing things 
up.  Neighbor Melody Havey and her sister Terry Hilt 
have offered to tackle the paperwork end of things to 
possibly reinvigorate the Marlboro Cemetery 
Corporation.  
 The Town is obligated to maintain the graves 
of more than a half dozen veterans buried there.   In 
past years other volunteers have made provisions to 
have the grass mowed and billed the town.  An 
inquiry to attorneys with Maine Municipal 
Association revealed the town is able to perform 
maintenance on ancient burial grounds.  The age of 
the grave in the Marlboro Cemetery would qualify it 
as an ancient burial site.  



(Lamoine) - Every student at Lamoine’s 
Consolidated School and the staff that 
works there now sports a reflective vest 
thanks to the Lamoine Committee on 
Aging and a grant from AARP.  
Members of the committee presented the 
vests at the “Lion Pride” assembly on 
December 6th. 
 The $5,000 AARP grant received 
earlier in 2024 has funded the “Wear  
Something Bright” campaign designed to 
encourage pedestrian safety for people 
who enjoy walking and running along the 
roads in town.  The presentation date 
of early December was chosen as the 
sun goes down earlier in the day 
when people would normally take a 
walk on a pleasant day.   
 The Aging Committee met 
with retired Bar Harbor/Mt. Desert 
Police Chief Jim Willis and discussed 
various pedestrian and traffic safety 
issues.  Willis now works for the 
Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and 
provided safety data as it applies to 
motor vehicles and pedestrians.  He 
praised the efforts of Lamoine’s 
committee in attempting to make 
walkers more visible to drivers. 
 The Aging Committee also 
conducted a walking audit of areas 
around town which pedestrians 
frequently use.  Of particular interest 
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Above—Members of the Kindergarten class at the Lamoine Consolidated School 
receive their reflective walking vests from the Lamoine Committee on Aging.  Below—
The entire student assembly and their teachers and staff model their new safety vests.  

Students, Staff Get Brighter 
AARP Grant Provides Reflective Vests for Safer Walking 

is Shore Road which has seemed to attract a 
lot of walkers in recent years.  The speed 
limit on part of the road is 25-MPH, and the 
remainder is the state default speed limit of 
45-MPH.  Chief Willis explained that only 
the State Police/Maine DOT are authorized 
to establish speed limits. 
 The committee is exploring putting 
signage on Shore Road and other local  
roads popular with pedestrians to bring 
attention of drivers to those walking.  Chief 
Willis left numerous fliers with the town 
hall focusing on pedestrian safety.   

Facilities Committee 
to Recommend 

Expansion in Place 
(Lamoine) - A final report from the 
town’s Facilities & Infrastructure 
Committee is expected in the next few 
weeks, and it’s likely to recommend 
expansion or existing building campuses  
instead of major new construction 
projects.  The committee began work two 
years ago following adoption of the latest 
Comprehensive Plan which included a 
strong desire for a community center.  
 The committee met numerous 
times over that span, looking at current 
needs and current building setups.  It 
declined to hire a consultant at this point 
and at times the discussion seemed 
repetitive on what course of action to 
recommend. 
 With the anticipated 
recommendation of expanding the town 
hall campus onto land to be donated 
behind the current Town Hall, the Select 
Board has placed an article on the March 
12, 2025 Town Meeting warrant to 
authorize the Board to engage the 
services of an architect or other design 
professional to develop a concept plan for 
an addition to the current facility to 
accommodate a much larger meeting 
space, storage area, and much more 
parking. 
 Select Board Chair Nathan Mason 
said the school will also be proposing a 
major expansion in the near future which 
will likely cost several million dollars.  
The goal is to have space adequate for a 
full size gymnasium and more classroom 
space and eliminate the portable 
classrooms that have been added over the 
past 30-years.   
 Additionally, the Lamoine Fire 
Department is proposing an addition for 
accessible meeting/classroom space in the 
area between the current fire station and 
school.  The department has come up 
with several plan ideas in the recent past.   

Subdivision 
Amendment Pending 
(Lamoine) - An amendment to a 
subdivision at the end of Seal Point Road 
goes up for a public hearing before the 
town’s Planning Board on January 6, 
2025.  The Seal Point Shores subdivision 
was approved in May 2024.  The 
amendment reconfigures two lots of that 
plan. 
 Lamoine’s Building & Land Use 
Ordinance requires that any amendment to 
an approved subdivision must follow the 
same process as any subdivision, thus the 
requirement for a new plan application and 
a public hearing.  
 Since approval, several lots in the 
Seal Point Shores subdivision have 
transferred from the developer, Maine 
Property Investments (MPI), to new 
owners.  One of the lots sold has an 
existing home built by the late Robert & 
Edie Alvarez.   
 MPI has installed the required 
water tank to provide for fire protection. 
That will open up the lots to potential 
building permits, and the Lamoine VFD 
will fill the 10,000 tank as time allows 
over the next few months.  

Planning Board, CEO Busy with Permits 

(Lamoine) - The storms from January 
2024 saw several property owners lose 
stairs that led from coastal bluffs to the 
shore, especially in the Marlboro section 
of town.  The town’s Floodplain 
Ordinance requires the Planning Board 
grant approval to replace those structures, 
and that took up a majority of the Board’s 
time in the final quarter of 2024.  All 
received project approval.  The following 
permits were issued: 

# Name Project 

47 Bobb, S. Residence, Deck 

57 Liberty, A. Dwelling, Addn 

58 Moldawer, L. Shoreland, Flood 

59 Cimeno, J. Foundation 

60 Carriere, W & G Shoreland 

61 Mahull T & C Shoreland 

62 Ball, W. T Denied 

63 Mirzoyeva, P Deck 

64 Cimeno, J. Duplex 

65 Bradley, J. Shoreland 

66 Seay, J & G Remodel 

67 Cervelli, P. Shed, Deck 

68 State of ME Addition 

69 Bradley, J. Deck 

70 Milanesio, A. Floats (Pending) 

During the quarter Code Enforcement 
Officer Rebecca Albright received 
several complaints that Shoreland 
property owners had been converting 
their single family residences into two 
distinct units, using one for living space 
and the converted space as short term 
rentals.   
 The Shoreland Zoning and 
Building & Land Use Ordinances have 
some pretty severe restrictions on such 
activity.  These conversions would be 
considered multiple dwelling units, and 
the ordinances require at least 40,000 
square feet per dwelling unit.  The 
Shoreland rules also require 200-feet of 
shore frontage for each dwelling unit.  
Septic capacity is also required for 
potential dwelling space.  Systems are 
designed by the number of bedrooms, and 
any conversion must have adequately 
installed septic system.  



(Lamoine) - The Planning Board is 
preparing to send a series of ordinance 
recommendations to the Select Board to 
propose to the annual town meeting in 
March.  The proposed changes to the 
Building & Land Use Ordinance 
include removal of a provision that 
prohibits collection of rent in an 
accessory dwelling unit.  Another 
change would narrow the definition of 
an aggrieved party for purposes of an 
appeal to require that they be directly 
impacted by the issuance of a permit.  
The current ordinance allows any group 
of at least 5 residents to appeal a 
decision.  
 The Shoreland Zoning 
Ordinance would also change, 
clarifying the setback from water in the 
Stream Protection District to be 
consistent with other districts.  It would 
also clarify the impact of wildlife 
habitats in the Resource Protection 
Zone by removing inclusion of 
“significant wildlife habitat.” 
 The Gravel Permit Ordinance 
would also institute a slight change by 
requiring owners to post a sign at the pit 
exit to remind drivers to secure their 
loads before entering the highway.  The 
change is designed to lower the number 
of spills on the public roads.  

Ordinance 
Amendments 

Proposed 

(Lamoine) - More than a 
year after scoping out 
town buildings for 
placement of solar energy 
collection panels, both the 
salt/sand shed and 
Lamoine Consolidated 
School are hooked into 
the Versant Power grid.  
The salt/sand shed started 
producing power in late 
September while the 
school was hooked up in 
late December.  
 Revision Energy 
installed the panels and 
arranged for a third party 
to pay for the systems.  
The town has the 
opportunity to purchase the arrays in 6-years.  The owner that financed it is selling the 
power to the town at a discounted rate which will reduce the town’s power bills. If you’re 
curious how much energy is coming from the solar panels, the town’s web page has a link 
under the bulletin board area that shows the information.  
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Proposed Town Budget Up, Voters to 
Decide Two Major Matters 

(Lamoine) - Those who attend the annual 
open town meeting on March 12, 2025 
will decide whether the town continues its 
recycling program and if money should 
start to be set aside now in anticipation of 
purchase of the solar arrays installed at the 
salt/sand shed and the school.   The Budget 
Committee vote to make no 
recommendation on either proposed 
article. 
 The Recycling Program issue was 
separated from the waste disposal article at 
the 2024 town meeting.  Voters at the open 
town meeting debated whether to keep the 
expensive program in place for the 
2024/25 budget year at a cost of $54,000.  
The Select Board estimates the cost will 
remain the same for the 2025/26 fiscal 
year and presented that amount to the 
Budget Committee for consideration.  
 After making no recommendation, 
the Budget Committee did recommend that 
the waste disposal budget increase by 
$14,000 in the event that the town meeting 
discontinues funding for recycling.  That 
figure would account for the additional 
tonnage that would be added to the town’s 
solid waste that is currently trucked to the 
Juniper Ridge Landfill in Old Town under 
a contract with the operators of the trash to 
energy plant in Orrington   
 The cost for recycling is nearly 
100% driven by transportation.  The town 
uses a Winterport based company to 
arrange for collection containers at the 
transfer station, and to haul those 
containers first to Winterport and 
ultimately to ecomaine in Portland for 

processing.  With the estimated 70-tons of 
recycling collected and processed 
annually, the cost per ton works out to 
about $770.   
 The other matter voters will decide 
on is whether to set aside money for the 
possible future purchase of the solar 
energy arrays.  The town will have the 
opportunity to purchase the arrays installed 
on the school and salt/sand shed in six 
years at a cost of $336,558.  The proposal 
to the Budget Committee was to set aside 
$56,093 annually to have the money on 
hand in 2030.   
 The Budget Committee was 
skeptical that the actual purchase would 
make sense in 6-years.  The committee 
recommended to split that item from the 
capital projects budget and said if the 
purchase makes fiscal sense when the time 
comes, the town could borrow the money 
at that time.   
 The overall town budget is 
proposed to increase by $183,911 if 
recycling and the solar purchase are 
included.  The increases include a part time 
clerk/tax collector at the town office, more 
paving miles as Walker Road and 
Birchlawn Drive will get resurfaced, and 
the Parks Commission proposes projects at 
Lamoine Beach and Bloomfield Parks. 
 Non property tax revenues are 
forecast to increase a bit.  The amount 
from property taxes needed to fund the 
proposed budget is up about $160,000, or 
about 0.33 mills, depending on projected 
revenue sharing from the State of Maine. 

Crews from Versant Power install a new utility pole in front of 
the Lamoine Consolidated School, replacing a smaller and 
deteriorating pole in order to accommodate the equipment 

needed to receive solar energy from the school. 

Solar Energy Flowing into System 
School, Salt/Sand Shed Arrays Finally Hooked Up 

Select Board Debates Recording Secretary 

(Lamoine) - The requirement for meeting 
minutes for the Planning and Appeals 
Boards has led to a proposed budget 
addition to hire a recording secretary.  The 
support for the budget line is divided. 
 The secretary would prepare the 
minutes of meetings in a timely manner for 
posting following meetings of the boards 
created by ordinance and in accordance 
with state law.  Currently, designated 

board members have been charged with 
keeping minutes.  In recent years there has 
been an issue with those minutes being 
prepared for those boards and distributed 
in a timely manner.   
 The issue came up at a Select 
Board meeting with several boards in 
September.  The proposed budget line is 
projected at $2,500 per year.  The Budget 
Committee recommended approval.  

Grant Reopened to 
Assist Solar Install 

(Augusta) - When the town completed 
installation of heat pumps at the town 
hall, fire station and school, there was 
still money left from a $50,000  
Community Action Grant administered 
by the Governor’s Office of Policy 
Innovation and the Future through the 
Community Resilience Partnership 
Program.  The second part of the grant, 
installation of the solar panels on the 
school and salt/sand shed was being done 
at no up-front cost to the town by 
Revision Energy.  The unused funds 
were returned to the State of Maine.  
 An unforeseen expense cropped 
up, though.  The replacement of a utility 
pole in front of the Lamoine 
Consolidated School required an 
electrician be on hand to hook the new 
service entrance into the school.  That 
came with a price tag of $3,720.  
 The town’s Conservation 
Commission offered to pay the bill. The 
thinking was the unforeseen expense 
should not come from unbudgeted funds 
from either the school or the town’s 
general budget. Town officials inquired 
of the Community Action Grant program 
whether it might be possible to utilize the 
unspent funds to pay that bill.  The State 
swiftly responded that they would reopen 
the town’s grant and the electrician bill 
would qualify for reimbursement as part 
of the original grant.  
 The check arrived in December to 
reimburse the town .  The Conservation 
Commission has pledged that if any 
further expenses are involved in the near 
future, it will fund those.  



(Lamoine) - The town’s property and casualty insurer, Maine Municipal Association 
Risk Management, took a look at all the town facilities this fall to make sure no serious 
safety hazards are present.  They’ve recommended three actions, two at the fire station 
and one at Lamoine Beach Park.  By press time two of the recommendations have been 
completed. 
 The inspector requested that propane 
tanks at the fire station be set properly.  The 
tanks power the station’s generator, and Dead 
River Company has installed new tanks and 
set them properly.  The former tanks were at 
least 12-years old.  The other issue at the fire 
station will require an engineering firm to 
resolve.  The storage loft at the back of the 
apparatus bay is supposed to carry a sign 
showing the maximum weight load on the 
structure installed nearly 20-years ago by 
volunteers.  An engineering firm has been 
contacted to come up with that calculation.  
 At Lamoine Beach, the play structures 
that were installed a couple of years ago raised 
a concern about the material underneath.  The 
storms of January 2024 washed away the 
wood chips that had been placed on top of the 
soft sand under the structures   Larger pebbles 
were present.  The town dug under the 
structure to confirm that there was enough soft 
sand to provide for a cushion in case of a fall.  
Next spring the plan is to place rubberized 
mulch under the play structures for added 
protection.  

(Lamoine) - The winter of 2023/24 
saw the new heat pumps utilized  for 
the first cold season.  While they 
pumped out heat quite efficiently, 
most of it rose to the ceiling, leaving 
the floor level where people work and 
do business rather chilly at times.  The 
Select Board decided that installation 
of ceiling fans would help force the 
warmer air lower, and that would 
likely save further energy from the 
propane furnace. 
 It took a while, but the fans 
were finally installed in December by 
Arthur Ashmore Electric.  It wasn’t a 
simple project, taking the better part of 
three days to install the four fans; two 
in the meeting room, and one each in 
the employee offices. 
 The $2,500 project had been 
encumbered at the end of the 23/24 
fiscal year from unexpended 
administration funds, which allowed 
for the project without impact on the 
current fiscal year budget.  
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Town Hall Lot to 
Grow in Early 2025 

(Lamoine) - Surveyor Tara Hartson of 
Herrick & Salsbury braved the cold of 
December as she laid out a parcel of land 
that will be transferred to the town.  The 
3.4 acre parcel is adjacent to the tiny lot 
where the current town hall sits. 
 Harold MacQuinn, Inc. currently 
owns a very large lot where the parcel 
will originates.  A gravel extraction 
operation is permitted on the lot, though 
there is not a lot of that going on 
presently.  The pit area has been popular 
with gun owners who occasionally use it 
for target practice, though it is not a 
permitted rifle range.  
 The donation came about in 2024 
when the MacQuinn company asked that 
the town road that had carried its name be 
discontinued as a through road.  
MacQuinn eventually plans to construct a 
turn around at its property line on the 
Lamoine side with gated access to its 
major operations located on the Hancock 
side of the town line.  In exchange for the 
road closure, the company agreed to 
donate the land to the town.  The road 
proposal was voted down at the annual 
town meeting in March 2024 but 
approved along with acceptance of the 
land donation at a town meeting later in 
the year.  
 While there are no immediate 
plans to put the new parcel to use, the 
town’s Facilities & Infrastructure 
Committee has recommended that it be 
explored for a possible expansion project 
for the town hall to accommodate space 
needs for meetings, elections, offices and 
storage.   

The proposed lot to be added to the 
present town hall lot is shown in a recently 

conducted survey 

Fans Installed at Town Hall to Save Heat 

Electrician Arthur Ashmore installs the blades 
on a fan in the Town Hall Meeting Room 

Board of Appeals Denies Variance Requests 
(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s Board of Appeals 
turned down two requests for variances 
during the fall of 2024.  One was for an 
emergency generator located closer to the 
shore than the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance 
allows.  The other was for a proposed 
residence, closer to the state highway than 
the Building and Land Use Ordinance 
allows. 
 The Shoreland Zoning variance was 
sought by Point View Lane residents Lynda 
and Chris Tadema-Wielandt.  Initially the 
Appeals Board gave approval to the project, 
agreeing that its impact in the zone was 
minimal.  However, the Maine Department 
of Environmental Protection weighed in 
after receiving official notice of the request 
and urged the Board of Appeals to deny the 
permit, arguing that it could be located on 
the lot within the 100 foot setback. The 
Appeals Board upheld the DEP request. 

 The other variance request came 
from new landowner W. Tucker Ball who 
purchased a 0.38 acre lot on Lamoine 
Beach Road adjacent to Bay Road.  The 
lot has existed well before the town 
passed the Building and Land Ordinance. 
After the Code Enforcement Officer 
turned down Mr. Ball’s application for a 
building permit, he filed the variance 
request based on a hardship that that he 
would not be able to get a return on his 
investment in the land. 
 The Board of Appeals reviewed 
the strict criteria required to make such a 
finding, and determined that other 
building plans could be approved.  The 
denied application requested a setback 
from the center line of Lamoine Beach 
Road of 45 feet instead of the required 75 
foot setback.  The line setbacks will allow 
for a building that is 17-feet wide.  

State Ups Town Value 
(Augusta) - Annually the state sets the 
total taxable value of each community in 
Maine, and for 2025, Lamoine’s will be 
$483,650,000. The new total value is up 
more than 7.8% compared to the 2024 
value.  The state valuation is used in 
determining the amount of the county tax 
bill and the amount of aid to education 
towns receive among other things.   
 The town’s taxable valuation used 
to calculate the property tax bills for 
2024/25 was $416.8 million dollars, about 
$32 million lower than the 2024 state 
valuation.  The town conducted a total 
revaluation in 2023 which significantly 
raised individual assessments and lowered 
the property tax rate.  

The soft sand underneath the lobster 
boat play structure at Lamoine Beach 

measures thick enough for safety.  

Insurance Inspection Shows Most is OK 



(Lamoine) - At one point during 
a wind storm that hit the area 
beginning the night of 
December 11, 2024 the entire 
town was without electricity.  
The first call for the Lamoine 
Volunteer Fire Department 
came when one of the three 
phases of power that serves the 
school next door went down, 
triggering a fire alarm from a 
pump that feeds the sprinklers in 
the newest portable classroom.  
While firefighters were on that 
call, another call for help came 
in from Jordan River Road 
where an evergreen tree broke in 
two, pulling down every power 
line passing by and blocking the 
road.  
 Firefighters placed 
traffic cones on both sides of 
the tree and closed the road 
which was just a short distance 
from the Versant Power 
maintenance garage.  It would take several 
hours for line crews to respond to the scene 
to safely remove the tree and power lines to 
reopen the road.   
 Several other trees came down 
during the storm.  The fire department 
responded to a pair of calls at around 
midnight, again for a school alarm and for 
a tree sparking on a line on Walker Road.   
The next day the department responded to 
Berry Cove Road where a tree had come 
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December Storm Cut Power to Entire Town 

One of the culprits 
The remains of an evergreen tree that came down over 

the power lines on Jordan River Road  

A crew from B&B Paving puts down a new surface coat on 
Asa’s Lane 

down across that road, bringing down 
power lines.   
 While the power outage was 
widespread, so was an internet outage.  
The town hall was not able to fully 
function on December 12th as the phone 
lines did not function.  They are powered 
by the internet and Spectrum was not able 
to restore service until the next day.  The 
generators at the town hall and fire station 
provided power to both facilities.  

New Fire Truck 
Starts Production 

Soon 
(Lamoine) - At the height of the COVID 
19 pandemic the town voted to borrow 
money to purchase a new fire truck.  
Supply chain issues delayed production 
of a chassis by more than two years.  
When the Navistar chassis arrived a few 
months ago, two payments on the loan 
had already been made.   
 That delay in the chassis caused a 
couple of issues beyond replacing a now 
30-year old fire truck.  The manufacturer 
of the truck body had to raise its price 
because the town could not provide the 
chassis in a timely manner.  A special 
town meeting in the winter of 2024 
approved an appropriation from fund 
balance to cover the cost increase.  The 
other matter was that the body 
manufacturer, K&T Environmental of 
Island Falls and Metalfab of New 
Brunswick all of a sudden received 
numerous chassis from departments all 
over the northeastern US and Canada, 
overwhelming the production line. 
 K&T has placed Lamoine’s new 
truck in the queue and the latest estimate 
is that it should be ready for service 
sometime in July of 2025.  
 Once placed in service, the 1994 
pumper which remains in great condition 
and has served the town very well will be 
taken out of service and sold. 

Fire Tank Nearly Ready to Go in Service 
(Lamoine) - A project that has been more than 
10-years in planning is finally coming to fruition 
at the Lamoine Fire Station.  A 10,000 gallon 
underground concrete tank was placed under-
ground in the summer of 2024.  It has been 
hooked to a water line from the Cold Spring Wa-
ter Company and will be filled from the fire sta-
tion. 
 During the fall and early winter, plumb-
ers piped the water line from the fire station to 
the tank and from a pump inside the tank back 
into the station.  Electricians then wired up the 
pump and a shutoff valve to prevent the tank 
from overfilling.  Once the pump is tested out to 
make sure it’s working properly, the system 
should be ready to go.  
 The goal is to be able to fill the Lamoine 
VFD fire trucks inside the fire station.  Until 
now the department has relied on the Ellsworth 
Fire Department for a source of clean water for 
the pumpers and tanker trucks, which can take 
about an hour per truck between transportation 
and fill times.  Department members look for-
ward to the more efficient system.  

Firefighter and electrician Joe Reyn-
olds makes connections to an under-
ground pump next to the fire station 

which will fill fire trucks.  

Paving Smooths the Ride on Asa’s Lane 
(Lamoine) - The crew from B&B Paving out of Bangor completed a 
repaving project on Asa’s Lane during unusually warm weather in early 
October, completing the town’s paving projects for the 2024/25 fiscal 
year.  Earlier the company had applied a new surface to the Lamoine 
Transfer Station, smoothing out the ride from the entrance and 
throughout the facility.  
 The bid from B&B was favorable compared to the estimated 
budget for the projects, and that allowed for the town to pave the area 
on the east side of the fire station in front of the new tank and 
standpipes that were installed a few weeks earlier.  That had the added 
benefit of creating more parking spaces for firefighters responding to 
calls.   
 In addition to the paving, McMullen Landscape & Construction 
shaped up the shoulders of Asa’s Lane to match the pavement surface 
to make both driving and walking on the road much safer.  

Out of Town Calls 
Keep LVFD Busy 

(Lamoine) - Of the 29 fire responses 
during the last quarter of 2024, nine were 
to neighboring communities.  The LVFD 
went to Hancock and Trenton three times, 
Ellsworth twice and covered for Franklin 
and Sullivan.  
 In town the department responded 
to a pair of chimney fire calls.  Neither 
resulted in damage and both resulted from 
failure to clean either stovepipes or 
chimneys prior to burning wood. The 
department responded to 7 calls for power 
lines involved with trees, four alarms, and 
one motor vehicle accident that closed 
Lamoine Beach Road for a few hours.  
Firefighters assisted ambulance crews on 
a CPR call and with lifting an injured 
person.  A call to a Buttermilk Road 
residence for an oven fire was blamed on 
a cooking mitt that had been left inside 
the oven.  Perhaps the strangest call came 
for an allegedly intentionally set fire in a 
residential mailbox on Partridge Cove 
Road.  The owner said it’s likely a result 
of a domestic dispute between friends.  



(Lamoine) - Sometimes less is more, 
and Lamoine Beach is showing that to 
be the case following removal of a 
couple of trash barrels and dilapidated 
cooking grills.   New enclosures for 
the trash cans constructed by Parks 
Commissioner Bob Ehlers have 
spruced up the park, and the rarely 
used grills will not be replaced. 
 Mr. Ehlers also has constructed 
new picnic tables for both Lamoine 
Beach and Bloomfield Park.  The 
woodworking buff also made a brand 
new park bench that was placed in a 
cleared area overlooking Blunt’s Pond 
in the fall (see right).   
 The proposed 2025/26 budget 
for the Parks Commission includes 
more picnic table replacements and major improvements to the overflow parking area at 
Lamoine Beach and the access road from Asa’s Lane into Bloomfield Park.  Funding for 
the larger projects is proposed to come from the Allan & Leurene Hodgkins Fund.  
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Parks Commission Continues Improvements 

Volunteers Greg Davis (rear), Georgianna Pul-
ver (left) and Bob Ehlers (right) take a break on 
a new park bench installed in Whitcomb Woods 

Tech Upgrades 
Coming to Town 

Hall 
(Lamoine) - For the past year Lamoine 
has been working with Maine Cyber 
Reach which is part of the University of 
Maine at Augusta to test its vulnerability 
to computer threats, both internal and 
external.  The project involves both 
faculty and students from UMA and 
looks at what’s in place for security and 
hardware to reduce the exposure to costly 
issues.  
 As a result of the first phase of the 
project, the town has ordered the 
components for five new computers to be 
located in the town hall.  The timing was 
good.  The town has been running a 
hodgepodge of Windows 10 desktops for 
a few years, and Microsoft is 
discontinuing support for the operating 
system next October.  The new 
computers will operate on Windows 11 
and will be upgradable to future 
operating systems.   
 Instead of purchasing already 
assembled computers, the town’s 
Technology Committee decided to order 
the parts to build the computers in house.  
It should be noted the committee 
members speak “geek” very well and are 
proud of it.  By foregoing pre-constructed 
units, the only software that will be on 
the new computers will be that which the 
town intends to install.   
 Funding for the new computers 
comes from the Cable TV/Technology 
Fund which utilizes the franchise fees 
received annually from Charter 
Communications. 
 The upgrades will also include a 
keypad lock for the door to the 
equipment room that houses the 
computer network and cable TV 
equipment at the town hall.  Both the 
computers and lock will be ready in early 
2025.  

Committee Comings 
& Goings 

(Lamoine) - One thing that municipal 
government can count on is change, 
which at times can be a bit disruptive.  
The changes generally are in committee 
members appointed by the Select Board.  
 During the final quarter of 2024, 
the Select Board accepted the resignation 
of Jeff Cosulich from both the Budget 
Committee and the Parks Commission. 
Cosulich served the town for many years 
on both bodies.    
 Taking a spot on the Parks 
Commission is Jaime Torres, a relatively 
new arrival in town.  He lives on Berry 
Cove Road and was excited to attend his 
first meeting of the commission in 
November.  
 The Select Board appointed 
Birchlawn Drive resident Allec Baldwin 
(not the actor) to the Technology 
Committee, and he attended his first 
meeting in November.  His background 
with computers and technology saw him 
blend right in with the current committee 
members as they discussed keeping the 
town ahead of the technology curve.  
 There are still openings on the 
Budget Committee and Appeals Board. 

By Larissa Thomas 
(Lamoine) - Earlier this year, the Lamoine 
Conservation Commission applied for a 
grant to fund an environmental assessment 
of 83 acres of town-owned land on 
Lamoine Beach Road encompassing the 
existing transfer station, closed landfill, 
and newly acquired property to the west 
that has supported gravel extraction and 
residential uses. The grant program is 
funded by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and 
administered through the Eastern Maine 
Development Corporation. It is designed 
to help communities and other applicants 
determine whether contamination might 
exist on a piece of land. For sites where 
contamination is found, the program offers 
funding to help with remediation. The 
program focuses on identifying and 
helping to clean up brownfields, sites 
where past land use has caused 
environmental contamination that could 
pose challenges for redevelopment. 
Lamoine did not pursue this grant because 
of any specific, known issue, but instead in 

a proactive effort to gather information 
about the land in advance of future town 
use of the property, in recognition that 
contaminants are often found around 
landfills and other industrial sites. 
 Lamoine was awarded the grant 
and Campbell Environmental Group was 
contracted to conduct a Phase I 
Environmental Assessment of the 
property. The study was conducted to 
evaluate the likelihood of environmental 
hazards on the site based on past land use, 
a review of existing records, and 
observations during a site visit. The results 
are good news. No surprises were 
revealed, and only minor issues were cited 
on issues that the town was already of, 
most notably pertaining to leachate from 
the closed landfill, which has been subject 
to monitoring and recent corrective actions 
for nearby homeowners. 
 The report of findings from the 
Phase I Environmental Assessment has 
been provided to the Facilities and 
Infrastructure Committee, which has been 
considering options for addressing the 
town’s unmet infrastructure needs.  

Brownfield Study of Former Landfill 

Election Day Runs Smoothly 
(Lamoine) - More than 73-percent of the 
registered voters in Lamoine cast ballots in 
the Presidential Election held November 5, 
2024.  About half cast absentee ballots 
ahead of Election Day which took some of 
the pressure off those coming to the polls 
on that Tuesday to cast ballots in person.  
 The biggest concerns of election 
officials involved space.  Parking at the 
town hall is limited, and in past years, 
some voters have parked along Douglas 
Highway and walked a fair distance to get 
into the polls because the parking lot was 
full.  There were fewer instances of that 
happening this year.  Staff utilized the 
parking lot at the Lamoine Marketplace 
next door, freeing up a half dozen spaces 
in the town hall area, and some voters 
shared that they cruised by a few times to 
make sure they could find a place to park. 
 The other space issue is inside, and 
that was successfully resolved this year by 
the donation of five portable voting booths 
from the Town of Hampden which had 
recently upgraded their voting booths. The 
“new” booths are perfectly compatible 

with the portable voting booths the town 
has on hand, and the voting area was 
configured in such a way that 13 people 
could vote at once.  Folks wanting to cast a 
ballot rarely had to wait to get into a booth.  
 Politically, the outcome in Lamoine 
was of interest.  The absentee balloting 
saw very strong support for Democrat 
Kamala Harris’s campaign, while the 
Election Day crowd trended toward 
Donald Trump’s ticket.  Harris prevailed in 
Lamoine with 624 votes to Trump’s 566. 
 Lamoine voters also were split on 
the 2nd District Congressional Race, 
giving eventual winner Jared Golden 673 
votes to Republican Austin Theriault’s 
541.  Golden prevailed district wide after a 
recount.  
 Voters differed from the eventual 
outcome on the State Representative race, 
giving resident Sandra Gray 69 more votes 
than Bar Harbor’s Gary Friedman who 
prevailed overall.  They also voted in favor 
of incumbent Republican County 
Commissioner Paul Paradis who lost a 
narrow race to Hancock resident Sam 
Dibella.  



By Cheryl Claiborne 
LCA is excited to report that our 
2024 Fall production, Is He Dead? 
by Mark Twain, adapted to the 
stage by David Ives and directed by 
Carol Mason was a huge success.   
A cast of 13 and a crew of 12 
brought magic to the Lamoine 
Grange Theater. Then in December 
LCA brought back the wonderful 
1930’s Radio production of “Yes 
Virginia, There is A Santa Claus” 
by Andrew Fenady with a cast of 
17 including 5 Lamoine kids. 
 LCA is planning a new 
stage production for late March.  
“Scotland Road” by Jeffrey Hatcher,  “a 
suspenseful drama of intrigue and psycho-
drama”, directed by Wynne Guglielmo.  
Information on dates and where to pur-
chase tickets can be found at lamoin-
earts.org with more information to come.   
 LCA is the proud recipient of two 
Maine Theatre Arts grant awards which 
will go towards enhancing our stage lights 
and sound and will support our August 
Dance Residency Program.   This fall with 
the help of LCA member, Denis Bouffard, 
the lower level of the Grange received a 
new bathroom, utility area and new dress-
ing rooms.  Future plans for improvements 

(Lamoine) - Pageants 
are nothing new for 
Lamoine native 
Kasey Jordan, now 
a student at the 
University of Maine 
at Fort Kent.  Winner 
of numerous titles, 
she was crowned 
Miss Coastal Maine 
this past October.  
Competing is 
something new for her grandmother who 
raised her.  Lori Jordan was crowned Mrs. 
Coastal Maine at the same pageant. 

Samantha 
“Sammy” Mason is 
no stranger to 
success.  She’s been 
named by Maine 
Biz Magazine as 
one of the 40 people 
under 40-years old  
shaping the future of 
Maine’s economy.  
Sammy was 
winning speech 
contests in the 
former School 
Union 92 as a 5th 
grader and was a 

standout basketball and volleyball player at 
Ellsworth High School.  The Maine 
Maritime Academy graduate is employed 
as a test planning supervisor by Bath Iron 
Works.  She’s the daughter of Select Board 
Chair Nathan Mason and his wife Becky.  
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Lamoiners Make 
Headlines 

Lori & Kasey Jordan 

Samantha Mason 

Snafu Briefly Closed 
Transfer Station 

(Lamoine) - The Saturday following 
Christmas is the busiest day of the year at 
Lamoine’s Transfer Station.  December 
28th saw facility manager Bill Fennelly 
using a hoe to squeeze in the trash as it 
opened because the pickup that’s supposed 
to occur prior to opening failed.  A quick 
call to Casella Waste got a driver going, 
but they didn’t arrive until every dumpster 
was full.  Fennelly briefly closed the 
transfer station so the big truck could 
safely empty the trash, and reopened a few 
minutes later.  

Chase Ends in Crash 
that Cut Power 

(Lamoine) - A police chase on Christmas 
night ended on Partridge Cove Road in 
Lamoine when the driver that deputies 
tried to stop crashed into a utility pole.  
The Hancock County Sheriff’s Department 
reported that they tried to stop 28-year old 
Jaret Patten in Bar Harbor.  The Franklin 
man took off, driving through Trenton and 
onto Route 204 (Jordan River Road), then 
onto Partridge Cove Road where he 
crashed.  He was not seriously injured. 
 Patten was wanted on several 
warrants and did not have a valid driver’s 
license among other matters.  The crash 
caused residents in a wide swath on the 
northeast side of town to lose power for 
over an hour that night.  

By Cynthia Donaldson 
(Lamoine) – The 19th century bell that 
used to ring out from the Lamoine 
Town Hall when it was a one-room 
schoolhouse now sits in a new bell 
tower at the Lamoine Consolidated 
School.  The 350 lb. bell was getting 
too heavy for the old Town Hall bel-
fry so it was removed five years 
ago.  School board members Brett 
Jones and Gordon Donaldson thought 
the bell belonged with our current 
school.  They are pictured with bell in 
the shorter and more stable mini-
belfry they built in front of LCS.  The 
bell actually rings and we’re looking 
for occasions to hear its peal! 

School Bell Finally Home...at School 

School Committee members Brett 
Jones (l) and Gordon Donaldson (r) 
look over the new belfry that holds 

the school bell rescued from the town 
hall five years ago.  

Lamoine Community Arts News 

The Cast of “Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus” 

From Left to Right: Dotty Small, Bill Foster, Robin 

Veysey, Terre Lefferts, Sean Coleman, Joseph Aigui-

er, Emily Andrews, Camille Liedtka, Monica Cease, 

Lucy Perry, Lincoln Roiphe, Tom Lange  

to the theater involve new auditorium 
chairs, a renovation project for the main 
hall and the conversion of our old exist-
ing oil furnace to a new propane boiler.  
To meet these goals donations are needed 
and very much appreciated.  Donations 
can be mailed directly to Lamoine Com-
munity Arts, PO Box 1473, Ellsworth 
Maine, 04605.  All donations are tax de-
ductible!   
 From all our members and the 

LCA Board of Directors we hope your 

holidays were filled with family, friends 

and much happiness.  And we wish all of 

you a healthy and prosperous New Year!   

(Lamoine) - If your Maine license plate has a 
chickadee on it, you’re going to get a new plate 
sometime between May of 2025 and 2026.  The 
Secretary of State’s office will replace the 25-year 
old plate design with the Pine Tree Plate (right) 
beginning with registrations that expire in May 
2025.  Folks with vanity plates who wish to keep 
the same plate number/words should fill out the on-line form to reserve that number in 
the new pine tree format.  There is a $25 fee to reserve the plate. Plain plates with no 
tree and star on them will also be available.  Reservation forms are available on the 
Secretary of State website.  If you have no number preference, when you re-register a 
vehicle, the town hall will issue you a brand new plate.  You can turn in the chickadee 
plate at the town office, or you can hang onto it for sentimental reasons if you wish.  
 On the local level, the town office will be getting shipments of plates starting 
sometime before May.  The office will also have to carry a lot more month stickers than 
usual as everyone getting the new plate will get new month and year stickers as well. 
The state estimates more than 900,000 new plates will be issued in the first year.  

New License Plates Start in May 
If you like your plate number, reserve it now! 
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January 2025—Lamoine Schedule  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1-Town Hall Closed 
(New Year’s Day) 

2 3-Nomination Papers 
Due 

4 

5 6-6:30 PM Planning 
Board 

7 8-6:30 PM 
Conservation Cmsn. 

9-7PM Select Board 10-1PM Cmte on 
Aging 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20-Town Hall Closed 
(MLK Jr. Day) 

21 22 23-7PM Select Board 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31-Absentee Ballots 
available 

 

February 2025-Lamoine Schedule  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3-7:00 PM Planning 
Board 

4 5 6-7PM Select Board 7 8 

9 10 11 12-6:30 PM 
Conservation Cmsn 

13 14-1 PM Cmte. On 
Aging 

15 

16 17-Town Hall Closed 
(President’s Day) 

18 19 20—7PM Select 
Board 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27-Absentee Ballot 
Deadline 

28  

March 2025 — Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3-7PM Planning 
Board 

4-8am to 8pm 
Municipal Election 

5 6-7PM Select Board 
(Org Meeting) 

7 8 

9 10 11 12-6PM Open Town 
Meeting 

13 14-1PM Cmte. On 
Aging 

15 

16 17 18 19-6PM Parks Cmsn. 20-  7PM Select 
Board  

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      


