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It’s Here!

New Fire Truck Delivered in May

(Lamoine) - In October [
of 2021 as the world § '
continued to  take
precautions during the
COVID 19 pandemic, a
special town meeting at
the school gym in§y
Lamoine approved all —
$300,000 loan tof /_*_5’
purchase a new fire & %%

truck. The vote passed g u——=
swiftly, and in early A
2022 the town awarded
the bid for a chassis to
Colwell  Diesel in
Ellsworth and for
construction of the
body to K&T Fire
Equipment in Island
Falls. Little did
anyone expect it would
take more than 3-years
for the truck to be built

Members of the Lamoine Volunteer Fire Department gathered
for training of the brand new fire engine/tanker. K&T Fire
Equipment trained firefighters on how to operate the new truck

when it arrived on May 9, 2025.

and delivered.

The major holdup was the chassis
due to international supply chain issues in
which many parts just were not available
for Navistar to manufacture that chassis.
While the wait was on, prices for body
construction rose significantly at the
manufacturer in Canada where the tank,
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Three tiny heads scramble for a bite of fish from the o

pump and control panels are installed.
Another special town meeting approved
more funding for the new truck.

In August 2024, the new chassis
finally arrived and was swiftly driven to
Island Falls to start the manufacturing
process. A few months later a new

Two Osprey Chicks Survive Spring Hatching
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Alas, only two of the hatchlings survived. (Earth Cam Photo)

spreys at the Mud Creek Road nest.

administration took power in Washington
DC and started imposing tariffs on
Canadian made products. MetalFab
LTD worked feverishly to complete their
part of production which finished before
tariffs went into effect. In the meantime,
the town’s Select Board wrote to its
congressional  delegation asking to
exempt municipalities from tariffs which
could have added tens of thousands of
dollars to the truck’s cost.

The new truck is the largest of the
fleet in terms of water capacity, carrying
2,500 gallons. The other tanker in the
department has 1,800 gallons on board.
It also is a fully functional pumper truck,
capable of being a first response
apparatus on a working fire.

The first use of the truck was to
carry clean water to a newly installed

underground tank near the end of Seal

Point Road which completed filling the
10,000 gallon tank serving a subdivision.

The 2025 truck replaces a 1994
fire engine that had 900 gallons on board
and was the last remaining standard
transmission in the LVFD fleet. That
truck is for sale and awaits a buyer at the
K&T complex in Aroostook County.
The 31 year old truck served the town
well during its tenure, and still operated
very well during its final runs. Any
proceeds from the sale of the old Engine
401 will go into the fire truck reserve
fund to help defray costs of the next one.

(Lamoine) - The annual return of
nesting osprey on Mud Creek Road
1s once again on display for the
world to see. The Earth Cam
y “Osprey Cam” website from Versant
® Power has garnered millions of
" views in the past few years. This
year the pair saw three eggs hatch,
i and two of the chicks survived, and

they’re a hungry pair
Osprey Cam fan and
Lamoine Health Officer Cece

v

& Ohmart notes the chicks took fish
g% pieces from the adults. Though one
o chick did not survive, the two
# remaining birds should grow enough
by late August to fledge from the
_' nest and fish on their own.

The Osprey Cam can be
accessed on the town’s website.

Sparks of Hope Celebration set for July 12th with Fireworks

(Lamoine) - In July, 2023, 10 year old
Journey Gartner’s battle with childhood
cancer came to an end. Her more than 3-
years of treatments for a rare form of blood
cancer were a physical drain but her upbeat
attitude during the treatments were an
inspiration. Journey is buried at Forest
Hill Cemetery next to the Baptist Church
and across the road from the Lamoine
Volunteer Fire Station where her Dad,
David, serves as a Lieutenant.

Journey’s parents, Melanie &
David have formed the Journey Rose
Foundation and it’s sponsoring an event on
Saturday, July 12, 2025 called Sparks of
Hope. 1It’ll take place at the Lamoine
Consolidated ~ School ~ with  events

beginning at 4:30 PM, and fireworks
beginning around 9:30 PM.

David worked for a pyrotechnic
company when the family lived in Utah
before relocating in Maine. He is in the
process of obtaining licensing from the
State Fire Marshal’s Office, and will assist
Central Maine Pyrotechnics with the show
that will originate from behind the school.
Fireworks in 2021 from the same company
generated wide compliments for the town’s
150th birthday celebration.  Both the
town’s Select Board and Superintendent of
School have granted permission to the
foundation for the event.

In addition to the fireworks show,
the event will feature a silent auction, live

music, food, a dunk tank and bounce
houses. The Lamoine VFD will also
show off its new fire truck and invites
attendees to tour the fire station.

The event 1is to celebrate
Journey’s life and to help raise funds for
local childhood cancer organizations.
Mr. Gartner says the fundraising aspect is
secondary—any donation to assist other
families facing pediatric cancer is most
welcome.

He says Journey loved fireworks
when the family lived in Utah, and her
spot on the hill overlooking the school
campus is especially fitting. The Sparks
of Hope event is planned for the 2nd
Saturday of July moving forward.



Voters Reject
Ordinance
Amendment

(Lamoine) - For a second time this year
town meeting voters have turned down a
proposed amendment to Lamoine’s
Building and Land Use Ordinance. The
May 20 special town meeting vote
concerned the definition of “aggrieved
party.” The proposed amendment would
have removed a provision that allows a
group of five or more Lamoine citizens to
appeal certain decisions—such as the
granting of a permit—if they represent an
adverse interest. Under the proposed
change, only individuals who suffer direct
or indirect harm, or whose property abuts
the project in question, would qualify as
“aggrieved.”

The Planning Board requested the
Select Board place the matter on the
warrant after hearing from the Code
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Select Board Reviewing Community
Center Concept Proposals

(Lamoine) - Following a few years of
meetings from which a final report is
pending, Lamoine’s Select Board is
moving forward with a possible design for
an expansion of the present town office
building to include a community center/
meeting space and significant additional
parking.

The Facilities & Infrastructure
Committee informally reported to the
Select Board that it would recommend that
the town office, fire station and school
continue to utilize existing facility
campuses for any expansion plans. With
that in mind, the Select Board developed a
request for proposals to engineering and

Roadside Ad Signs
Need Permits

architecture firms to submit proposals to
come up with a concept plan for the town
office lot at the corner of Douglas
Highway (Rte. 184) and Pinkhams Flats
(Rte. 204).

The town  received three
proposals from reputable firms in late
June to come up with at least two
proposals to consider for the lot. The
annual town meeting in March gave
permission to utilize funds set aside for a
future community center to seek
professional assistance for ideas. The

town also awaits a deed for a piece of
land abutting the town hall, donated by
Harold MacQuinn, Inc.

Enforcement Officer and Appeals Board
Some who spoke at the special
town meeting said the change would make
Lamoine more restrictive than other
Hancock County towns on who could be
granted standing to appeal some decisions.

(Lamoine) - The town’s Building & Land
Use Ordinance prohibits placing advertising
signs off premises unless they comply with
Maine Department of Transportation
standards and obtain a local permit. Lately, |
several entities have placed signs, mostly on

As the amendment was voted
down, the current ordinance language
remains in effect. This includes the
provision that allows five or more citizens
of the town, regardless of property
ownership, to gain standing before the
Board of Appeals or, if applicable, the
courts.

Planning Board
Approves Several
Projects

(Lamoine) - The Planning Board may
seem like it’s in a bit of a lull with no
major projects before them. However the

board has approved several items that ”

required action including:

¢ A home occupation permit for Bobbie
Richardson to use his Lamoine Beach
Road garage for inspecting autos.

¢ An extension of a building permit for
one year requested by Greg Perry for a
project on Needles Eye Road

¢ Amending, for a 2nd time, the new
subdivision at the end of Seal Point
Road

¢ Approving an addition and major
renovations at the Lamoine
Marketplace.

The Planning Board received a preliminary

site plan review application from John

Goodwin Jr. to use his gravel pit property

on Haass Pit Road for a bark and

woodchip  processing  facility.  The

application goes before the board in July.

Richard McMullen has ended his
service on the Planning Board after 10-
years as a member. Alternate Bob Christie
has been appointed to serve the full spot,
opening up an alternate position. The
Select Board had five candidates and
appointed Valerie Sprague to serve out the
one year remaining on that slot.

The Planning Board has also
discussed more efficient ways to record
and distribute minutes of their meetings to
comply with state law. Some meetings
have yet to be set down in writing during
the past year.

state highways.

Code Enforcement Officer Rebecca
Albright has made telephone calls to the
numbers on the advertised signs and advised
the businesses that the signs are not there

legally. While the businesses say they didn’t realize the ordinance regulations and said
they are willing to comply, many have yet to remove their advertisements.

Code Enforcement Permit Activity Slows

(Lamoine) - The economy with tariffs on
many building supplies and high interest
rates may have slowed down residential
building projects in Lamoine.  Code
Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright
issued the following permits in the 2nd
quarter of 2025:

Name Project
10 Horne, G. Garage
11 Holt, Mike Barn w/ Apt.
12 Arbach, K. Residence
13 Haass, Wm. Shed
14 Sanborn, C. Shed
15 Brennan, V Addition
16 Murphy, K Addition
17 Sattler, T Drive in SZ
18 Withdrawn
19 Estabrook, H. Sheds

Cleanups Requested

(Lamoine) - Following citizen complaints,
Lamoine Code Enforcement Officer
Rebecca Albright has requested two
property owners conduct major cleanups
on their properties or risk a formal notice
of violation for having a junkyard without
a permit. Both property owners, one on
Buttermilk Road and one on Mud Creek
Road, have cooperated and are in the
process of removing debris from their
residential properties. The Building and
Land Use Ordinance requires permits for
an automobile graveyard if more than three
unserviceable vehicles are present. The
same applies to junkyards.

#  Name Project

20  Trombley, T. Deck

21  WilburR & L Horse Barn

22 St. John, R. RV

23 Halliday, C. Addition

24 Mason, N. Residence

25 Mason, N. Cabin

26  Ensley, R Shed

27  Ensley, R. Shed in SZ

28  Frost, J. Decks/Steps

29  Jones,D & N Addition

30 Cervelli, F. Cabin

31 Frost, K. Shed

32 Lamoine School  Shed

33 Landry, T. Residence
Shoreland

Ordinance Amended

(Lamoine) - Voters in May approved
proposed amendments to the town’s
Shoreland Zoning Ordinance which fixed
a conflict on setbacks from streams from
75-feet to 100-feet. The zoning map was
also amended to fix wording that
essentially made any development in the
Shoreland off limits due to the way
wildlife habitat was identified in the
ordinance. The Maine DEP has reviewed
the ordinance and has requested more
changes to comply with the state’s model
ordinance. ~The Planning Board will
review the recommendations in July.



New Transfer Station
Manager Named

(Lamoine) - Users of the Lamoine Transfer
Station will notice a new face at the
facility. The Select Board has hired Adam
Sargent as the facility manager. Sargent
has filled in from time to time over the
years, and will now run the transfer station
on a regular basis. He will also pick up the
trash and provide light maintenance at the
town’s three parks.

Sargent replaces Bill Fennelly who
had been operating the transfer station
since May of 2023. Mr. Fennelly abruptly
retired a few weeks after the Select Board
had signed a contract with him for the
2025/26 fiscal year.

Mr. Sargent lives fairly near the
transfer station and says he plans to keep
the facility in clean and orderly condition
much like Mr. Fennelly had done since he
took the job. He had informed the town of
Mr. Fennelly’s
departure in
late May and
agreed to fill in
until the town

could hire
someone. The §
Select  Board

offered him the
job on a regular
basis at their
final meeting
of the year.

(Lamoine) - Sun, wind and trucks have
taken their toll on the American flags
that hang each summer from utility
poles in Lamoine, and the supply
available got pretty low after last
season. The Cole Family Foundation
in Bangor offers a matching grant for
the flags and poles to Maine
municipalities, and the town took
advantage of the offer this year, with
the purchase of 24 new units. The
foundation paid for half of them, filling
up the supply needed to place the flags
on power poles in neighborhoods near
Lamoine State Park, the Lamoine
Consolidated School, the town office
and at the Marlboro end of Partridge
Cove Road.

Corbett Named
Harbor Master

s (Lamoine) - The
town’s new
Harbor Master is
also the assistant
Shellfish Warden
for the Frenchman
Bay Regional
Shellfish
organization. The
Lamoine  Select
Board named
Howard Corbett
of Argyle as the
Harbor Master following a meeting with
him on June 19th.

Mr. Corbett owns land in Lamoine,
and says he’s in town most days of the
week for other matters. In addition to the
part time posts, Corbett is a self-employed
arborist and works as the Wildlife Refuge

Manager for the Hirundo Wildlife Refuge.

There were few applicants for the

| position following the death of long time

Harbor Master David Herrick last
February. The Select Board felt that recent
tensions between commercial fishermen
who have moorings in the harbor in front
of Lamoine State Park would make it
preferable for the position to be filled by
someone not engaged in the lobster

N fishery.

Mr. Corbett will start on the job
immediately.
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Claim Referred to
Town Attorney

(Lamoine) - Town Attorney Daniel
Pileggi has responded to a notice of claim
filed by Brown Lane resident Alan
Moldawer regarding a remark during a
Board of Appeals meeting in October
2023. Mr. Moldawer had claimed that
the remark defamed him and filed the
notice with the town against the board
chair.

Pileggi first wrote that the town is
exempt from such a claim, and then after
meeting with Mr. Moldawer wrote that
the town regrets that there was a
misunderstanding with him. At press
time no actual suit had been filed.

Another Complaint
Filed Over RV

(Lamoine) - Several Lamoine property
owners have filed a complaint over a
recreational vehicle placed on Meadow
Point Road. The complaint was received
at the town office in June 2025 and was
referred to both the Code Enforcement
Officer and the Select Board.

The CEO will research the
permitting requirements, and report to the
Select Board.

Changes on Town
Boards and
Committees

(Lamoine) - Lamoine has been fortunate
to usually have a full roster for the
various volunteer boards and committees
that keep the town operating smoothly.
Terms of committee members run out at
the end of June each year, but on a
rotating basis. For some reason, the
current year has seen an unusually high
number of folks stepping down.

The Planning Board has seen two
term member Richard McMullen decline
a third term. His spot was replaced by
alternate Bob Christie. Member Steve
8 Gabel-Richards has informed the Select

B8 & Board he is resigning from the board as

f== to serve in that position.

The flags were installed in May =
and will fly through Labor Day then be
stored away for the winter.

Flags in several town neighborhoods hang
from utility poles once again, installed in May

after 20 new flags were ordered.

Alternate Brett Jones has offered
The Select
Board appointed Valerie Sprague to fill
Christie’s alternate term and will likely
reach out to others who offered to serve
as an alternate for the other vacancy.

well.

Affordable Housing Elusive Goal

(Lamoine) - In recent years properties with
homes that go on the market in Lamoine
(and most of Maine) sell quickly as the
scramble is on for housing. While the
Maine Legislature is grappling with the
issue, so are local municipal governments.

The League of Towns, of which
Lamoine is a member, recently held an
elected officials workshop to talk about
ways municipalities could encourage
construction of affordable housing.
Depending on the community, the goals
and realities are very different. Ellsworth,
for example, has city water and sewage
services that Lamoine does not and can
support the infrastructure for large housing
projects. Towns on Mt. Desert Island face

a lack of available and affordable land on
which to build housing. Consultant Noel
Musson has assisted the League of
Towns with a state planning grant to
come up with potential regional solutions
and ideas for each community.

At the state level, Governor Mills
has just signed a bill that has towns and
cities concerned about home rule rights.
According to the Maine Municipal
Association, the bill will mandate that
housing lots will be able to support three
dwellings despite any local land use
restrictions. The mandates in the bill
which include training for Planning
Boards, are not funded. It’s not known
what the exact impacts will be.

The Budget Committee has seen
two members whose terms expired decline
reappointment: Mark Harris and Gregg
Tehennepe. Joseph Donahue of Douglas
Highway has agreed to serve on that
committee as well as on the Technology
Advisory Committee, filling a vacancy left
by Bob LaChance who was incredibly
helpful when installing a common storage
drive and backup for the town’s
computing systems.

Health Officer Cece Ohmart has
agreed to serve as an Alternate on the
Board of Appeals, filling a long standing
vacancy.

The Parks Commission lost long
time alternate Georgianna Pulver who has
been replaced by Kathryn Arbach. And
late word has come in that member Bob
Ehlers is stepping down.



Significant Property Tax Increase Likely

(Lamoine) - With town meetings to set the
municipal and school budgets complete,
the only thing left to determine what the
property tax mill rate will be is the final
total assessment for the town. At press
time, the Assessor was still working on
values for new construction. The bottom
line, a hefty increase is likely.

The municipal budget requires
$159,381 more than the 2024/25 budget in
property tax funding. The school budget is
$685,800 more, and the county tax is
$28,162 more. Those total $873,343 more
from property taxes than the roughly $3.6
million raised for the 2024/25 budget.
The mill rate for the just ended fiscal year
had remained at 8.6 mills ($8.60 per

$1,000 valuation) for a second straight
year. The relatively low mill rate was the
result of the full valuation completed as of
April 1, 2023 where significant property
value increases were applied nearly town
wide.

It is likely the mill rate will
increase by at least 2-mills ($2.00 per
$1,000 valuation) once the new total town
value is calculated in early July. For a
property assessed at $400,000, that’s an
increase of $800 in property taxes.

The tax bills will likely be
generated and mailed in mid-July. The
first half of the tax bill is due on August
31, 2025 and the second half on February
28, 2025.

New License Plate Issuance Beglns

(Lamoine) - Beglnmng with .=..| h-‘m 2B

registrations that expired in May
2025, those who have chickadees on
their license plates will receive new
plates with either a pine tree and star
or without adornment. The
Lamoine Town Office is carrying
the new plates and is issuing them to
replace the various plate classes that
have the very old chickadee design
which is about 27-years old.

Those who wish to keep .
their plate numbers for the new |
license plate are required to order
(at a $25.00 cost) a plate with that g
number. Many who have placed the

reservation orders prior to the| Orchard Lane resident Chris Bean was the first to
obtain a Pine Tree plate in Lamoine for his 1929
Ford from tax collector Jennifer Kovacs-Lord.

expiration date have received their
plates in the mail and must bring

Old Car Gets Newest Plate

those plates to the town office at the
time of re-registration.

Those who have no preference on a
plate number will be issued the next plate
in the box when re-registering a vehicle.
The re-registration should take place in the
month of expiration (or after). If one re-
registers early, an $11.00 fee is mandated
by the state. An out of rotation plate will
cost an extra $25.00.

School Budget
Passes Intact

(Lamoine) - Voters attending the special
town meeting on May 20th agreed to fully
fund the school budget request presented
by the School Committee and
recommended by the Budget Committee.
Superintendent of Schools Ellen Halliday
explained to the roughly 75 voters in
attendance that the increase was driven by
costs beyond town control. High school
tuition is rising sharply thanks to a small
graduating class in 2025 and a large
incoming freshman class for the upcoming
school year. Special Education costs
mandated by state and federal law are also
up sharply. Teacher salaries increased as
well following a new contract agreement.
The town will also offer a Pre-K program,
much of which was funded by the State of
Maine.

The overall spending budget is up
roughly $600,000 following the approval
votes. As costs increased during the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2025, less carry
forward funding was available resulting in
a property tax increase of $685,000 to fund
the FY 2026 budget.

The town office crew has attended
several training sessions on the new plate
issuance, and numerous scenarios that
exist for plate replacement. There are
provisions to keep a number at the time of
registration, but it requires filling out the
plate reservation form and paying $25.00
by credit card for the reservation fee at the
time of re-registration.

Grant Reopened to
Pay Bill

(Lamoine) - A couple of years ago the
State of Maine sent most municipalities a
grant of $5,000 to hire planning
consultants to update ordinances to come
into line with the state affordable housing
mandates. The Town of Lamoine utilized
the Hancock County Planning
Commission (HCPC) to review the
Building & Land Use Ordinance and
suggest amendments which a town
meeting approved in 2024. The bill had
seemed low and the town inquired about
the balance and was told by that the bills
were correct.

A few months ago, HCPC
informed the town that two invoices had
not been paid. The town never received
those bills and had sent back the balance to
the state in 2024.

The town worked with the state to
reinstate the grant and presented the
balance of the HCPC  bills for
reimbursement by the granting agency.
The state agreed to the request and sent the
balance to the town which in turn was paid
to HCPC.
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Tax Liens Looming

(Lamoine) - At the end of May, tax
collectors Jennifer Kovacs-Lord and
Jennifer Ashmore prepared 165 certified
letters to folks who had not paid their
2024/2025 property tax bills in full. The
required notices informed those still
owing that tax liens would be placed at
the end of a 30-day period on their
property. The result near the end of June
was that 87 of those property owners,
many of whom had forgotten to send the
2nd half payment due in February, paid
their tax bills in full. It was the largest
number of notices sent in recent memory.

Liens will be placed during the
first week of July. Placing a lien results
in additional fees charged to property
owners which include filing and
discharge fees at the Registry of Deeds
($38/lien), a $13.00 fee to the town, and
certified mail costs for both the 30-day
notice and notification of any mortgage
holders or other parties of interest in the
property.

A number of property owners had
not claimed their certified mail as of the
end of the month. The tax collectors
have sent out notices by first class mail
for the certified letters returned as
unclaimed.

A few of the properties had sold
to other owners after April 1, 2024. If
the sale date was before the tax
commitment date, duplicate tax bills
were sent to the new property owners. If
a lien is filed, it goes in the name of the
owner of record as of April 1, 2024 by
state law.

In other cases, the property
owner’s address may have changed
without town notification. Because of
this, it is imperative for taxpayers to
notify the town office when a mailing
address changes.

Library Time for
Little Ones

(Lamoine) - Visit the school library to
hear a story, borrow books, and meet
other Lamoine families at the Library
Time for Lamoine’s Littlest Lions, ages
0-5 years, on alternate Saturday
mornings this fall from September thru
December. The library time is scheduled
from 9:00 - 10:00 am, at the Lamoine
Consolidated  School  Library, 53
Lamoine Beach Rd, Lamoine, 04605, on
the following Saturday mornings:

. September 6 and 20

. October 4 and 18

. November 1 and 15

. December 6 and 20

The library hour will include a
story time, an opportunity to check out
books, an activity on alternate Saturdays
by Ellsworth Public Librarian, Joanna
Sands, and the chance to meet other
families with young children in Lamoine.
All children must be accompanied by an
adult.

This is a pilot project developed
by the committee for Lamoine’s Little
Children, in collaboration with the
Ellsworth Public Library and the
Lamoine School Department. The
committee seeks volunteers to continue
the project into 2026. For additional
information contact Emma Sears,
emma.sears@gmail.com, 207-412-0125
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(Lamoine) - The ride along
Mud Creek Road that runs
between Route 204 in
Lamoine and Route 1 in_
Hancock is a lot smoother
this summer thanks to a new
layer of pavement placed by ==
the Maine Department ofg
Transportation in  May. §
Many callers to the tow
office asked if MDOT was §
going to continue the paving ©
job onto Route 204 whic
has badly deteriorated. The
quick answer is no. Neither
that road nor Route 184 is on

A crew from Northeast Paving places a new layer of
pavement on Mud Creek Road in May

the work plan list published
by MDOT through the 2026 construction
schedule.

The town is paving Birchlawn
Drive, South Birchlawn Drive and Walker
Road during the summer of 2025. Chances
are good the paving work is already done
by the time this edition of The Lamoine

Quarterly is published. A major amount
of work on Birchlawn and South
Birchlawn was completed by Jay Fowler
& Son at the end of June in anticipation of
the new pavement. The annual town
meeting in March funded the paving, and
B&B Paving of Hermon came in with the
low bid at $92/ton.

Fire Call Volume Calms after Busy Winter

(Lamoine) - Emergency 911 calls that
required response from the Lamoine
Volunteer Fire Department decreased by
nearly 50-percent during the second
quarter of 2025. In all, the fire department
responded to 18 calls, six in April, five in
May and seven in June.

In April, firefighters responded to a
pair of motor vehicle accidents with non
life threatening injuries. One involved a
collision at the intersection of Lamoine
Beach Road and Asa’s Lane. The other
happened in the overnight hours on
Pinkhams’ Flats when a pickup truck
operator lost control of his vehicle and
drifted into a ditch, rolling the truck over.

The five calls in May included a
chimney fire at a home on Eleni Trail. The
scene proved to be a very tight fit for the
ladder truck which ultimately did not have
to deploy its aerial ladder as the fire was
nearly extinguished when firefighters

Local Road Projects
Assigned

(Lamoine) - Local contractors will work
on several roads during the summer and
fall months in Lamoine. Work is
planned on Buttermilk Road, Needles Eye
Road, Raccoon Cove Road, Marlboro
Beach Road, Seal Point Road, Berry Cove
Road and Gully Brook Road. As noted in
the paving article above, extensive work
was being done on Birchlawn and South
Birchlawn Drives prior to paving.

Jay Fowler and Son submitted low
estimates for most of the work. Randy
Kelley and Son submitted low estimates
for other projects, and Berry Cove
Gardens won the bid for removing tree
debris on Berry Cove Road.

Most of the work is relatively
minor in nature and designed to fix either
drainage or road surface issues on the
local roads. One project awarded several
months ago to Newman’s Ground Effects
saw about 90-percent of Shore Road filled
with crack sealant. A couple of spots with
good sized holes will be filled with asphalt
patch as part of the work package.

arrived.  Another call was for a home on
Kennel Brook Drive that filled with
propane after an occupant left the kitchen
stove on. Prior to arrival the occupants
opened the windows and doors to air out
the house. The fire department made sure
power was cut and set up a ventilation fan
to empty the propane from the building
without incident.

The June calls included a reported
grass fire on Douglas Highway near
Lamoine Corner. That was caused when a
tire from an RV seized up and finally came
off the vehicle in a field and caught fire. It
was extinguished within 8 minutes of the
call.  Firefighters responded with the
Hancock County Sheriff’s Department and
Northern  Light Ambulance to a
motorcycle / deer crash on Mud Creek Rd.

The most serious call came on the last day of the BAR/ - &
month as Lamoine sent a five person, three truck mutual %%
aid response to assist with a fully involved house fire on #
Liberty Street in Ellsworth. The call came in at about 4:45
One Lamoine firefighter was treated for heat
exhaustion. The fire in the unoccupied house likely started
By mid-year the
department had responded to fifty 9-1-1 calls.

AM.

from improper disposal of oily rags.
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State Paves Mud Creek, Town Job Awarded Adopt A Highway

Program has New
Coordinator

| £ ©
(Lamoine) - For some drivers, roadside
littering is accidental. Most incidents,
though, seem to be intentional. The most
common findings are fast food wrappers/
containers, nip bottles (that’s pretty
scary), drink containers, and cigarette
butts and empty packages. Those hardly
seem to be accidental.

For the past 18 years, the Town of
Lamoine has boasted of an Adopt A
Highway program where volunteers
armed with trash bags, a brightly colored
vest, and perhaps a grabbing tool pick up
the litter from a section of road. For the
bulk of that time, Georgia Munsell has
coordinated the program, assigning
volunteers to sections of roads throughout
the town and seeking out others to adopt
a road.

This year Georgia has opted to
step down from the volunteer post. She
lives much of the year out of state, and
has poured her heart and soul into the
program.

The Conservation Commission
agreed to take on the task of finding a
replacement. It didn’t take long. Claire
Bennett who lives on Seal Point Road
and is a member of the Commission has
agreed to take the post. She can be
reached at 617-276-7458.

(LVFD Photo)

The Lamoine VFD team mans a hose line at a call
on Liberty Street in Ellsworth on June 30, 2025 as
part of an early morning mutual aid response.

(Lamoine) - State and Federal laws require
fire departments to annually test their
hoses, ladders and any aerial ladder trucks
to make sure they are safe for firefighters
to use. The town has contracted annually
with TAAA Testing for many years to
conduct the testing. The process takes a
good part of a day for the hoses and
ground ladders, and about 3-hours for the
ladder truck (404).

Testing consists of rolling out
every section of hose and hooking it up to
a pump that puts pressure of up to 400 psi
(depending on the hose diameter) on the
hose. If there are no leaks, the hose
passes. Hoses that leak fail and are placed

fire

out of service. The
department supplied the water from the
tank at the transfer station and the new
pumper/tanker truck that arrived just
days before testing. The results from the
testing were very favorable. Only one
piece of 2.5” diameter hose had to come
out of service after finding a hole.

All the ground ladders carried on
the various trucks passed the weight
testing, as did the huge ladder on the
aerial truck. Luckily no fire calls came
in during testing day. Neighboring
departments were available if needed.



Gardens Help Promote Monarchs

By Larissa Thomas
(Lamoine) - By the time you read this, you
should be able to see monarch butterflies at
Town Hall, in front of the Lamoine
Consolidated School, and on the back side
of the transfer station.

The Lamoine Conservation
Commission is in year three of Mayors’
Monarch Pledge, and our efforts are really
starting to bloom. Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge is a program that involves voluntary
Initiatives to support monarch butterflies
and other pollinators, improve habitat, and
invite citizen involvement. Lamoine joined
towns and cities across the country
participating in the program and the
Conservation Commission has made great
strides in establishing monarch habitat and
educating the public about host plants,
nectar plants, and the dangers posed by

pesticides.
Collectively, the Lamoine
pollinator  gardens contain common

milkweed, swamp milkweed, and butterfly
weed, all essential host plants for monarch
caterpillars, as well as native nectar
flowers that serve as food sources for
monarchs and the wide range of pollinators
who play a wvital role in a healthy
ecosystem. If you would like tips on
attracting butterflies to your yard and

supporting pollinators, come to an
upcoming  Conservation  Commission
meeting.

The Conservation Commission 1is
excited to report on one new initiative we

have undertaken as part of Mayors’
Monarch Pledge. In celebration of the
continent-spanning migratory life cycle of
the monarch butterfly, whose eastern
population overwinters in central Mexico,
the Commission has partnered with Casa
Jalisco, a Mexican restaurant in Ellsworth,
on a garden project at the restaurant
intended to raise the profile of efforts to
support the species.

Each year, late in the summer,
monarch butterflies take flight from here
in Maine and begin a 3,000-mile journey
to the mountainous oyamel forest of
Michoacén where they overwinter in dense
colonies clinging to the fir boughs.

The reality of the monarch
butterfly life cycle is remarkable. In the
spring, the hibernating butterflies awaken,
mate, and then fly several hundred miles
north in search of milkweed plants where
they can lay their eggs. The monarchs that
live in Maine in the summer produce as
many offspring as they can until the final
generation reads the environmental cues
that signal it’s time to fly south for the
winter.

The restaurant’s owner was
enthusiastic to participate and volunteered
four large planters around the back of the
restaurant as ideal sites for new plantings.
This June, Conservation Commission
members planted seedlings they had raised
in the planters. We hope that Casa Jalisco
becomes a hub of monarch activity before
the insects set off for Mexico.

Bloomfield Park Neighbors Raise Concerns

(Lamoine) - Residents near Bloomfield
Park on Blunt’s Pond have reported finding
used syringes and needles on their
property. Meeting with the Select Board in
June, the Asa’s Lane neighbors to the park
say the needles have also shown up along
the road shoulders. They say it’s likely
that drug users are discarding the needles
in the waters of the fresh water pond,
probably after dark when the park is

A bolt likely embedded decades ago in
cement emerged on the beach at
Bloomfield Park, creating a trip hazard.
Former Select Board member Dick
Fennelly Jr. kindly and voluntarily cut off
the bolt in June.

closed. The neighbors also met with the
Parks Commission to seek a solution.

The town has contacted the
Hancock County Sheriff’s Department and
Chief Deputy William Birch said they
would swing by the pond periodically to
observe activity.  Birch said a game
camera might help, too. The Parks
Commission is also exploring the

possibility of a gate on the access road.
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Conservation Commission members
Larissa Thomas and Claire Bennett with
Casa Jalisco owner Israel Garcia
planting monarch habitat at the
Ellsworth restaurant

A plaque now sits on the back of a bench

built in 2024 by Parks Commission member
Bob Ehlers who has just resigned from the

Commission.

Parks Projects
Planned

(Lamoine) - The annual town meeting in
March funded projects at both Lamoine
Beach and Bloomfield Parks. The Select
Board sent out requests for bids in late
June.

The Lamoine Beach project will
refurbish the overflow parking area just

west of the park area by installing a new
culvert on Route 184, scraping down the
vegetation to the gravel, and establishing
a path from that parking area to the main
parking lot.

The project at Bloomfield Park
will address the road leading in from
Asa’s Lane and to the small parking area
at the beach on Blunt’s Pond. The road is
extremely rough and full of potholes.
The project will keep it a gravel road, but
will grade down the existing surface to
fill in the pot holes and then add material
to the surface to attempt to keep the road
smooth.

Bids on both projects are due on
July 10, 2025.

Board Tours Trash
Incinerator Plant

(Orrington) - Trash from Lamoine’s
Transfer Station continues to end up in a
landfill in Old Town while two plants in
the Bangor area attempt to become fully
operational. The town had a contract
with the Penobscot Energy Recovery
Company (PERC) which saw its
Orrington incinerator property auctioned
off last year to Eagle Point Energy
Center. Shortly after the sale, a major
fire devastated part of the idle plant.

The town has since signed a
contract with EPEC which is still lining
up financing to bring the former PERC
facility back to operation. Two Select
Board members joined Lamoine resident
and Orrington Town Manager Chris
Backman for a tour of the facility in May.
Orrington reportedly owns about 25% of
the facility and is developing a business
park next door that would receive
electricity from the plant.

Managers of EPEC hope to get
the incinerator partly operational later
this year. Meanwhile, a company acting
on behalf of PERC is suing EPEC to
receive payment from municipalities
sending their trash to the Casella owned
landfill. PERC claims that the EPEC
purchase did not include the contracts
that it had with the towns. The matter

continues to be tied up in the courts.

A facility in Hampden formerly
known as Fiberight is also working
toward reopening after it went idle
shortly after opening.

Select Board members Jo Cooper (1) and
Larissa Thomas (c) look on as an Eagle
Point Energy Center employee explains
the workings of the idle plant in Orrington
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Pine Tree Age Revealed by School Project

By Larissa Thomas
(Lamoine) - Citizen of the Year, Iris Si-
mon is well known for devising great ide-
as and then marshalling the resources to

make them happen. Her latest mission |

was accomplished on May 9, when For-
ester Sandy Walczyk cored a large white
pine on the Simon Trail to determine its
age. Iris had been curious about the age
of the towering tree that stands next to the

outdoor classroom along the trail. The !

Lamoine  Conservation = Commission
helped manage the project and Iris con-
tacted Sandy Walczyk, the local Land
Relations Manager for The Nature Con-
servancy, about doing the coring.

The much anticipated event took
place on a cool May morning. Conserva-
tion Award winning teacher,
Woods and her 5™ and 6™ grade students
hiked into the outdoor classroom along
with members of the Lamoine Conserva-
tion Commission and Frenchman Bay

Tiara |
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Honor Grads

Commended
(Lamoine) - The Select Board in
Lamoine has issued certificates of

commendation to seniors from town
graduating from high school with honors.
The honorees included:

MDI High School

e Julian Austin

e Evan Campbell

o Elizabeth Evans

e Harmony King

o Evangeline Meister
e Brianna Swanberg

e Jacob Willard
Ellsworth High School
o Ella Montgomery

The Board also awarded seven
scholarships to college students through
the Allen and Leurene Hodgkins
Scholarship fund totaling nearly $24,000.

S —
Sandy Walczyk examining tree core with

Lamoine students (photo courtesy of Larissa
Thomas)

Conservancy, the non-profit that provides
stewardship of the Simon Trail. Sandy
explained that counting the rings from the
center of the tree to outer ring near the
base tells you how many years the tree
has lived.

While Sandy set to work coring
the hefty tree trunk, Tiara asked her stu-
dents to write down their guesses for the
age of the tree. (The adults in attendance
also wrote down their guesses.) Volun-
teer, Brian Thomas has made a display

TeTTa

Citizen of the Year Iris Simon was unable
to attend the annual town meeting in
March, but did receive her official award
from the Select Board at a board meeting
in April.

box to hold the core so that it can be kept at
the school and used for future instruction in )
connection with the annual Simon Trail
Tree Identification event. After the event
Brian, delicately sanded the core to clean it |
up and performed a final count of the rings. |
You have read to the end of this article, |
which means you are waiting to hear how
old the grand white pine of Simon Trail is.
What was your guess? The tree rings tell us
that the tree is over 106 years old.

Lamoine Community Arts Schedule

(Lamoine) - Lamoine Community Arts has
planned out an entertaining summer and
fall schedule for 2025. Following winter
and spring productions that included the
play Scotland Road, a production that
focused on climate change and an open
mic night, the LCA board has set the
following schedule:

= July 26—Improv Comedy Jam with
Blane Shaw. Audience Participation
encouraged, no script, no pressure,
mature themes and immature jokes.
August 5—Dancing Stories a cabaret
of language, comedy and dance,
featuring Elizabeth Keen of Keen

%« GETWET! Program Lives On

By Larissa Thomas
(Lamoine) - On May 20, 5™ and 6™ grade
students at the Lamoine Consolidated
School participated in the GET WET!
water testing program, learning laboratory
skills and connecting scientific concepts
with real world questions. GET WET!
(Groundwater Education Through Water
Evaluation and Testing) supports the
Lamoine Conservation Commission’s
mission to promote education on natural
resources. GET WET! was launched in
2006 at the Lamoine Consolidated School
by the LCC with help from staff at what
was then the Senator George J. Mitchell
Center for Environmental and Water
Research at the University of Maine. The
Mitchell Center is no longer involved but
the LCC has continued the program with
funding provided by a Maine Community
Foundation grant, local donor support, and
the School. Students bring in a sample of
their home well water and conduct five
tests on their water at the school. The data
has been compiled over the years and can

Dance  and Clair Porter of
Portables

August 14—New Trio, new
works by Dani Robbins. Based
in Downeast Maine, Dani writes
and performs original music,

produces visual art and teaches

Student conducting water
testing

be viewed on
the Lamoine Town website.

Fifth and sixth grade students
receive training to carry out the testing
themselves using the same equipment
and testing supplies that professionals
use. After a PowerPoint presentation by
LCC educator, Linda Penkalski, students
started the GET WET! water testing
journey by practicing their observation
and note taking skills, completing a
Doodle Notes assignment in which they
organized drawings, definitions, key
terms, and new concepts in their own
creative way. This assignment helped
them to synthesize new information, like
the meaning of pH and where Lamoine
residents get their drinking water. The
next day, the students conducted the
actual water testing with guidance from
Teacher Tiara Woods, and a several
volunteers. The follow-on phase of GET
WET! at the start of the next school year
will involve testing of water samples at
Blunts Pond by our student scientists.

spring production of Scotland Road.

dance at the College of the]|  The Lamoine Community Arts cast from the
Atlantic
August 2—Auditions for The

Hound of the Baskervilles

August 19—Annual Meeting

Fall Play 2025 The Hound of the
Baskervilles. Performance Dates
October 31, November 1, 2, 7, 8 & 9

Ul

at the Lamoine Grange. Tickets to the
play will be available soon at the
website: www.LCAtickets.org.
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moine Schedule

Sun o T Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2-Code Enforcement | 3-Select Board signs | 4-Office closed 5
Officer in warrant 30, 1 (Independence Day)
6 7-7PM Planning 8 9-6:30 PM— 10-7PM—Select 11-1:30 PM Cmte on | 12—Sparks of Hope
Board Conservation Cmsn | Board Aging Event at School
13 14 15-7PM Recreation 16-6:00 PM Parks 17 18 19
Cmte (at School) Commission
20 21 22 23 24-Select Board 25 26
signs warrant 3
27 28 29 30 31 The administrative Assistant will be out of
the office from July 24 to July 31 for
vacation.
A t2025L ine Schedul
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
The Lamoine Volunteer Fire Department meets Wednesday evenings at 7PM 1 2
3 4-7PM Planning 5 6 7-Select Board signs |8-1:30 PM Cmte on |9
Board warrant 4 Aging
10 11 12 13-6:30 PM 14 15 16
Conservation Cmsn.
17 18 19 20 21-7PM Select Board |22 23
24 25 26 27—School Opens 28 29 30
31—1st half of The Administrative Assistant will be attending the Maine Town, City & County Management Conference from August 13 to the 15th
property taxes due

September 2025 Lamoine Schedule

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1—Leébor Da{: (Town) 2 3 4—T7PM Select Board | 5 6
Hall, School Closed
7 8-7PM Planning 9 10-6:30 PM 11 12-1:30 PM Cmte on | 13
Board Conservation Cmsn Aging
14 15 16 17 18—7PM Select 19 20
Board
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30
- -
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