
By Larissa Thomas 
(Lamoine) The Lamoine 
Conservation Commission joined 
Mayors’ Monarch Pledge three 
years ago with the goal of directly 
creating pollinator-friendly 
gardens in public spaces and 
supporting citizens of the town 
wishing to improve their own 
gardening practices so that 
Lamoine is a place where bees, 
butterflies, and all manner of 
wildlife can thrive. Monarch 
butterflies are the focus of the 
initiative. This species has seen a 
dramatic population crash in 
recent decades, and their numbers 
last winter were particularly low. 
 There are many factors 
working against monarchs 
(pesticides, habitat loss, climate 
change), but there are also actions 
that each of us can take to give 
them a better chance of survival.   
 I am proud to say that monarch butterflies and 
monarch caterpillars were well represented in Lamoine 
gardens this summer.  
 The Town Hall planting beds were visited by monarch 
butterflies and a constant parade of bumble bees feeding on 
the native flowers, and the side yard plantings, which contain 
monarch host plants, were occupied by very hungry monarch 
caterpillars, munching away until they were ready to form 
chrysalises and emerge as butterflies. At the Lamoine 
Consolidated School, our pollinator garden between the 
parking lot and road was a regular hang-out for monarch 
butterflies, and numerous caterpillars were spotted each time 
we visited. Unfortunately, the milkweed planted at the 
transfer station succumbed to the drought, and we only saw one monarch caterpillar 
there before the plants died. We will continue our efforts to establish common milkweed 
on the disused land north of the dumpsters there. Finally, the Conservation Commission 
is pleased to report that our plantings of swamp milkweed and butterfly weed at Casa 
Jalisco, a Mexican restaurant in Ellsworth, were successful despite the dry conditions.  
 Would you like to help monarch butterflies rebuild their population? Would you 
like to have a more welcoming yard for pollinators and other insect life, species crucial 
to blueberries and other food crops, and important to a healthy ecosystem? One thing 
everyone should consider is avoiding use of pesticides and herbicides. Those chemicals 
kill insects and they remain on and in plants and the soil over time, reducing the food 
supply and poisoning animals like baby birds fed caterpillars that have ingested the 
chemicals. Another thing everyone can and should do is to plant native flowers, 
especially those that are host plants for monarch butterflies. If you want monarch 
butterflies in your yard, you need two things: native milkweed (common milkweed, 
swamp milkweed, butterfly weed) that the butterflies will lay their eggs on and the 
caterpillars will feed on, and native flowering plants that provide nectar for the 
butterflies to feed on. The Conservation Commission will offer another native seed 
giveaway this winter, so look for an announcement about that. We will also have 
another winter seed sowing workshop. We will help you add plants to your yard that 
will attract monarch butterflies and other pollinators, and beautify your landscape with 
less maintenance than fussy ornamentals not adapted to our climate. We hope you take 
advantage of these offerings and we would love to hear about how your pollinator 
gardens are doing! 
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Lamoine a Monarchy (Without a King) 

(Above) - Two monarch butterflies feed at the 
gardens at the Lamoine School.  Below, a monarch 

caterpillar on a milkweed leaf at the town hall.  

Tax Bills Cause 
Payer Concerns 

(Lamoine) - As reported in the July 2025 
Lamoine Quarterly, the tax rate in 
Lamoine was expected to rise sharply for 
the new fiscal year.  It did—up 1.9 mills 
or about 22% compared to the previous 
year. 
 Many taxpayers expressed their 
dismay upon opening the bills and 
coming to the town office to make the 
first payment (which was due August 
31st).  Town staff, which has no control 
over the tax rate beyond the application 
of town budgets approved by voters, 
explained the best they could what drove 
the increase.  An increase in  all three 
components of property tax funding is 
the root cause.  The municipal (non-
school) spending budget rose 13.06% or 
$183,911.70.  The school budget was up 
$596,502.78 or 16.63%, and the County 
budget was up 14.85% or $28,162.31. 
 The most often asked question 
was whether the increases will continue 
in future years.  The best answer staff 
could give is that they don’t know.  They 
encouraged folks to attend the annual 
town meetings when the budgets are set 
in order to have input on those budgets. 
Many of those questioning the increase 
noted that their costs for other things like 
groceries and rent have gone up.  Staff 
said costs to run the town are subject to 
the same inflationary impact.  

Stump Grinder 
Decision Coming in 

October 
(Lamoine) - A proposal to install a pad 
on which a stump and wood waste 
grinder will sit and operate drew a lot of 
comment at a Planning Board public 
hearing in September.  Residents of the 
Marlboro area (the northeastern side of 
town) expressed concern about the 
potential noise from the operation 
proposed by John W. Goodwin, Jr. at a 
gravel pit he operates located north of  
Partridge Cove Road and west of Seal 
Point Road.  
 Goodwin’s agent, Steve Salsbury, 
said the grinder would operate only a few 
days at a time for a very few times of the 
year to chip up wood waste from off site 
construction projects.   The town hall was 
full of neighbors concerned about the 
noise impact of the project on the quiet 
neighborhood as well as on property 
values. 
 During the nearly 1-hour hearing 
speakers also expressed concern about 
increased truck traffic, insects and 
possible contaminants.  One fellow 
contractor spoke in favor of the 
operation, noting the mulch produced is 
required for stabilization projects and can 
be quite expensive to truck in.  
 The Planning Board delayed a 
vote on the permit until its meeting 
scheduled for October 6, 2025 

The new community garden has yielded a lot of vegetables.  The town’s Committee on 
Aging aided by a grant from Hannaford, established the garden next to the church.  
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Citizens Complaint 
Under Review 

(Lamoine) - A complaint received in June 
from former tax assessor Terry Towne and 
signed by 9 other citizens regarding a 
recreational vehicle parked on the end of 
Meadow Point Road continues to dominate 
time before the Select Board.  The filing 
accused the Code Enforcement Officer 
(CEO) of several job performance 
shortfalls and requests that the town 
demand a survey of the lot on which the 
RV sits. 
 The matter is before the 
Selectboard as they are the body that 
employs the CEO.  The Selectboard has 
asked the CEO to provide various 
documents in regard to the permits issued 
to the property owner during the last 8-
years that led to temporary placement of 
the RV.  The Selectboard plays no part in 
permit issuance under the town 
ordinances.  
 Several meetings since the 
complaint was filed have seen some of the 
complainants plead their case that the RV 
is not eligible to be placed on the lot as 
they claim it does not meet required 
setbacks in the Shoreland Zone.  

Planning Board Still 
Seeks Chairperson 

(Lamoine) - While the membership of 
Lamoine’s Planning Board is full (five 
regular voting members and two 
alternates), there is no mad dash for any of 
those members to serve as the board chair.  
Don Bamman stepped down as chair as 
planned at the end of June 2025 after 
serving for two years.  The Planning 
Board selected long time member Chris 
Tadema-Wielandt to serve for the next 
year at their meeting in August.  However, 
Mr. Tadema-Wielandt resigned from the 
board a few days following the vote for 
personal reasons. 
 Vice Chair Brett Jones has acted as 
the interim chair until the Planning Board 
can vote again on a more permanent 
solution.  The chair coordinates meeting 
times and locations with town staff, signs 
official documents relating to permit 
applications before the board, and runs the 
meetings and public hearings when they 
occur.   
 Recent board openings created by 
the retirement of Richard McMullen and 
resignations from Mr. Tadema-Wielandt 
and Steve Gabel-Richards were filled as 
several people applied to serve on the 
Planning Board.  Valerie Sprague, Stacey 
Curtis and Karen Davis were recently 
appointed.  Sprague fills a full seat and is 
serving as the board’s secretary.  Davis 
and Curtis serve as alternate members.  

Housing, Short 
Term Rentals Gain 

Attention 
(Lamoine) - The State of Maine’s lack of 
affordable housing, and the desire by 
property owners to maximize returns on 
rental property have resulted in altered 
state regulations, but no change yet in 
local ordinances in Lamoine. 
 Voters in 2024 amended the 
Building and Land Use Ordinance to allow 
for more housing units through auxiliary 
dwelling units (ADUs). The provision had 
existed in the ordinance, but the new 
wording had to comply with state 
mandated language.  The version that 
passed still prohibits charging rent for 
ADUs. 
 At the same time the popularity of 
renting parts of a home as short term 
rentals through services like Air BnB and 
VRBO has created a bit of consternation 
among some residents.  While the town 
does not regulate short term rental activity, 
there are limits on what can be rented.  An 
entire home unit could be rented without 
any issue with no restriction on the length 
of rental time.   A room within an existing 
dwelling unit can also be rented, but the 
dwelling unit must remain as is, no 
separate entrance that renders it as a 
separate unit from the existing setup.   
 If a single family dwelling is going 
to convert into a duplex, approval is 
needed for the second unit.  That requires 
adequate septic design for the total number 
of bedrooms the converted house will 
have.  
 Select Board member Amy Morley 
has suggested a future discussion of issues 
surrounding short term rentals ought to 
take place.  Additionally, the Maine 
Legislature updated laws to promote 
creation of more housing that has left 
towns greatly confused over what the new 
changes require on the local level.  The 
Planning Board is monitoring the rules.  

Permit Applications 
Keep Planning 

Board Very Busy 

(Lamoine) - The town’s Planning Board 
has found itself with a lot of work in the 
2025/26 season.  At the September 
meeting the board approved three 
Shoreland Zoning permit applications 
from contractor and  former member 
Richard McMullen  for stabilization 
projects in the Lamoine Beach Road 
area.  At the same meeting, the Board 
reviewed applications for renewal of five 
gravel extraction permits and scheduled a 
public hearing on each of those for 
Monday, October 6, 2025 at 6:30 PM.  
 The board conducted a site visit 
to the five pits in September.  A mix up 
on the time saw the board start that 
review a half hour earlier than advertised 
and acting chair Brett Jones apologized 
for the confusion.   
 Also before the board was a 
preliminary site plan review application 
from Mud Creek Road resident Richard 
Stem who wishes to convert an existing 
barn into an automobile repair business.  
Mr. Stem is working on a full application 
for the conversion and it’s not known if 
that will be ready for a completeness 
review at the October meeting.   
 As noted on page 1, the Board 
will also decide whether to issue a site 
plan permit for a pad on which to locate a  
stump grinding machine in the Davis Pit 
owned by John W. Goodwin Jr.  

Permit Business Picks Up During Summer 

(Lamoine) - After a relatively quiet spring 
and early summer, Code Enforcement 
Officer Rebecca Albright has been 
extremely busy processing construction 
permit applications.  The following 
permits were issued during the third 
quarter of 2025: 

# Name Project 

18 Davis, Richard  Steps to Shore 

34 Davis, Karen Deck 

36 Nuding, Bradley Sauna 

37 Damon, Todd Residence 

38 Wilson, David Shed 

39 Paradis, Hannah Residence 

40 Curtis, Stacey Deck 

41 Payson, Ernest Shed 

42 Martin, Kyle Shed 

43 Healy, Matt Residence 

44 Shown, Tim Decks 

45 Allen, Vanessa Deck 

46 Paradis, Hannah Barn/Garage 

47 Wood, Nicholas Residence 

48 Gadeken, Kara Tiny Home 

49 Barter, Wm Deck/Porch 

50 Paige, Doug Residence 

51 Wyshak, Susan Shed 

52 Workman, S.  Barn 

53 Hatch, Dana Addition 

54 Keefe, Chris Deck 

# Name Project 

55 Gardner, Steve Enclose Deck 

56 Brown Trust Shed 

57 Alvarado, D. Foundation 

58 Collins, Tom Stabilize Shore 

59 Richter, Ronald Stabilize Shore 

60 Clark, Joanne Stabilize Shore 

61 Harris, John Mobile Home 

62 DesIsles Estate Container 

63 Ashmore, David Container 

64 Sattler, T. Residence 

65 Spevetz, A. Cabin 

66 Ball, Wm T Revised Permit 

67 Culler, Paul  Driveway SZO 

In addition to the construction permits, 
Albright issued the following plumbing 
permits: 
• Septic Systems (5) 
• Septic Systems w/variance (6) 
• Internal Plumbing (12) 
• Hookups (3) 
• Toilets/Alternative Toilet (2) 
 
CEO Albright has continued to follow up 
on properties on Buttermilk Road and 
Mud Creek Road, working with the 
owners to encourage cleanup of junkyard 
situations with some success.  An 
informal letter to a property owner on 
Asa’s Lane has been sent to encourage 
cleanup of an unpermitted junkyard 
situation and unpermitted dwelling 
without plumbing.  
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Architect Chosen for Community Center 
Design 

(Lamoine) - Things have started moving 
toward the Comprehensive Plan goal of 
establishing a community center.  For 
several years the town has set aside funds 
to start the design process for some sort of 
building to accommodate gatherings of 
townspeople for numerous needs.  Perhaps 
the biggest issue is for voting purposes, as 
the current town hall campus is just too 
small to accommodate the traffic and 
number of voters that recent elections have 
drawn.  
 The 2025 March Town Meeting 
authorized the Selectboard to utilize funds 
that were raised toward that design process 
to hire a firm to come up with a concept 
plan to place before voters in the future.  
The Selectboard received three bids and 
awarded the project to Sealander Architects 
of Ellsworth.  The cost will be $22,000. 
 In August board member Kathleen 
Rybarz and Administrative Assistant Stu 
Marckoon met with owner Mike Sealander 
to go over the expectations of the project.  
The idea is to have the architect present at 
least two options to accommodate meeting, 
storage and possibly office space to meet 
the needs of the town going forward into 

the future.  The design would utilize 
existing property, including three acres 
recently donated to the town by abutter 
Harold MacQuinn, Inc.  
 The first step was to measure 
what’s already here (the current town hall 
shown above).   Mr. Sealander expects to 
have some preliminary ideas starting in 
October.   
 The town meeting will have to 
approve any final project and for 
construction.  No numbers have been 
discussed, but one of the parts of the 
proposal request was to identify potential 
funding sources.  

Energy Audit 
Conducted at 

School, Town Hall 
By Larissa Thomas 

(Lamoine) - This summer, an energy 
audit was conducted at the Lamoine 
Consolidated School and Town Hall. The 
work was carried out under the auspices 
of the Energy Efficiency Planning for 
Rural Communities (EEPRC) technical 
assistance program. Lamoine was one of 
14 towns and cities across Maine selected 
for the program, which supports energy 
efficiency efforts by municipal 
governments. The program, created by 
the Governor’s Office of Policy 
Innovation and the Future, assigns 
consultants to advise selected 
municipalities on wa=ys to reduce energy 
use. Lamoine was eligible to apply for the 
program because of our enrollment in the 
Community Resilience Partnership.  
 The consultants that performed the 
energy audit were Resilient Buildings 
Group (RBG) out of Concord, New 
Hampshire, as part of the EEPRC team 
led by PowerOptions of Boston, 
Massachusetts. Lamoine received a 
preliminary report of findings from the 
energy audit of the school and Town Hall 
in August. The findings include 
recommendations for a number of 
improvements to each building that would 
significantly reduce heat loss and energy 
expenditures on heating, cooling, and 
electricity. Some of the recommendations 
relate to addition of insulation, weather 
stripping of windows and doors, 
replacement of some doors, installation of 
a modern energy recovery ventilator, and 
upgrades to LED lighting. 
 The Lamoine Conservation 
Commission led the EEPRC application 
effort, as part of a larger strategy seeking 
to reduce the town’s expenditures on 
energy while reducing our contribution to 
climate change. The findings of the 
energy audit were used to prepare a grant 
application for energy efficiency 
upgrades. Lamoine previously received 
Community Action Grant funding for the 
town’s heat pump and solar project. The 
current grant application is under review, 
with awards to be announced in the 
winter.  

A worker sets up a large fan at the back 
door of the Lamoine Town Hall.  The fan  
gave a good measure as to where warm 

air leaks out in the winter months.  

Town Parks Improvements Under Way 

Definitely NOT a park improvement, a 
deceased loon was placed on a bench at 

Marlboro Beach in early August.  The town 
contacted the Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife and a biologist asked 
that it be placed in a bag and picked it up a 

few hours after neighbors reported it.  

(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Parks 
Commission approved a couple of projects 
that went out to bid this summer.  The 
overflow parking area at Lamoine Beach 
will have some surface work done to make 
it easier to park vehicles, especially longer 
ones and those carrying trailers.  The 
commission intends to build a small deck 
structure to cross a wet area to directly 
connect the overflow area to the main 
parking area so that pedestrians will not 
have to use Lamoine Beach Road to get to 
the park.  

The other project is at Bloomfield Park on 
Blunt’s Pond.  The road leading into the 
parking area from Bloomfield Park Road is 
very susceptible to pot holes.  The project 
will grade the surface of the road to cut the 
potholes away, and then place recycled 
asphalt on the surface to try to prevent 
recurrence of the holes.  The two projects 
were awarded to Kelley & Sons. 
 The picnic tables at all three town 
parks have been painted this summer.  
Transfer Station Manager Adam Sargent 
tackled that project.  

Needles Prompt 
Concerns at Blunts 

Pond 

(Lamoine) - Signs of illicit drug use near 
Bloomfield Park at Blunt’s Pond prompted 
neighbors to request action by the town to 
curb the activity.  Neighbors Stacey Curtis 
and Debi Pickard reported finding syringes 
on the shore of land they own bordering 
the pond.  It is their contention that the 
findings likely floated into their cove from 
the beach area of the pond.  They report 
seeing an unusual amount of vehicular 
activity on Bloomfield Park Road after 
sunset hours as well. 
 The Selectboard and Parks 
Commission listened to the concerns and 
suggestions that the town install some sort 
of gate to shut off access to the park after 
the daylight operating hours.  The 
Selectboard referred the suggestion to the 
Parks Commission which did some 
research on automatic gates, but did not 
make any recommendation yet on whether 
to pursue such a project.  The town’s 
concern was hiring people to open and shut 
the gates daily.  The town does not employ 
anyone in that capacity, and it’s not clear 
how much it would cost to either install an 

automatic gate or to manually open and 
shut a gate.  The request remains under 
advisement.  
 Town officials did contact the 
Hancock County Sheriff’s Department 
with the concern about the apparently 
illicit drug use.  The department says it 
will alert patrol shift leaders about the 
increased activity around the public beach 
part of the park.     
 Bloomfield Park is open during 
daylight hours only and signs stating such 
are posted.  



(Lamoine) Since 2015, the Lamoine Conser-
vation Commission has participated in the 
Maine Coastal Cleanup, coordinated by the 
Maine Department of Marine Resources each 
September. This year, the cleanup focused on 
the Jordan River, Partridge Cove, and three 
sections of the Skillings River. Six volunteers 
covered over 3 miles of intertidal zone on foot 
at low tide or from kayaks at high tide. We 
filled five trash bags with somewhere around 
75 pounds of lost fishing gear and litter. 
Among the items collected were a whopping 
140 plastic beverage bottles.  
 Shoreline cleanups help preserve our 
area’s natural beauty, but the effort is also a 
means of reducing pollution from microplas-
tics and removing entanglement hazards that 
threaten marine life. Microplastics are partic-
ularly pernicious as they are ingested by marine species and move up the food chain 
and into the human food supply. The Conservation Commission is proud to be part of 
the statewide effort to clean up the marine environment, and we salute other groups and 
individuals who take the time to collect litter from our shores and roadsides.  

(Lamoine) - Generally speaking, the less 
personnel turnover in an organization, the 
better things run.  It makes sense, as 
those with experience in processes and 
just knowing where things are kept can 
operate efficiently.  
 A number of Lamoine’s boards 
and committee have started to see some 
turnover, though all still have some 
experienced members serving.  

Departing 
The Selectboard accepted, with regret, 
the resignations of Bob Ehlers from the 
Lamoine Parks Commission, Steve Gabel 
Richards from the Planning Board, 
Robert Lachance from the Technology 
Committee, Richard McMullen from the 
Planning Board, Mark Harris from the 
Budget Committee, Gregg Tehennepe 
from the Budget Committee, Chris 
Tadema-Wielandt from the Planning 
Board,  and Jarrod Leyendecker from the 
Recreation Committee.  It also 
acknowledged the retirement of Bob 
Pulver from the Lamoine School 
Committee who did not run for re-
election.  

Arriving 
The Selectboard appointed the following: 
 Kelli Wentzell (Budget Committee) 
 Ann Dederer (Budget Committee) 
 Brett Jones (Planning Board) 
 Stacey Curtis (Planning Board) 
 Valerie Sprague (Planning Board) 
 Karen Davis (Planning Board) 
 Kathryn Arbach (Parks Commission) 
 David Henry (Board of Appeals) 
 Maura Condon (Recreation Cmte) 
 Lisa Mechaley (Parks Commission) 

Paid Staff 
Following the abrupt departure of Bill 
Fennelly at the transfer station, the 
Selectboard has reached a contract 
agreement with Adam Sargent as his 
replacement.   The board notes that there 
currently is no regular backup for Adam 
should he become ill or unavailable and 
anyone interested is encouraged to 
contact the town hall.   
 Former Southwest Harbor 
Harbormaster Oliver Curry has been 
hired as the deputy Harbor Master for 
recently appointed Howard Corbett.  
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Solar Power Not So Cheap, Yet 
(Lamoine) - The good news is that the 
solar panels at the Lamoine Salt/Sand 
Shed and Lamoine Consolidated School 
are producing a lot of electricity with long 
days full of sun in the summer of 2025.  
The bad news is, the town is paying for all 
the power that’s produced, even it it’s not 
used for its public buildings.   
 The town had the panels installed 
in the summer of 2024 and they got 
connected to the power grid with Versant 
Power early in 2025.  The town does not 
own the panels; a company called Blue 
Haven Solar purchased them from 
Revision Energy with whom the town had 
contracted to install the panels.  Voters 
have started putting money aside to buy 
the panels in 2030 for a reduced price.  
The contract requires the town to purchase 

all the electricity produced, but at a 15% 
discount over the regular price from 
Versant Power.  Versant credits the power 
used at the town buildings (school, fire 
station, town hall, transfer station), and 
Blue Haven bills the town for all the 
power produced.   
 During the three months between 
April and June of 2025, the town used 
7,700 kilowatt hours of electricity at the 
facilities (excluding the school) for which 
the salt/sand shed power credits are 
applied.  The solar array at the shed 
produced 26,990 kilowatt hours of power  
during the same period.  Versant credited 
the town $2,385.37, but the Blue Haven 
charge was $4,665.78.  The banked credits 
will be applied to winter power use, 
lowering the electricity bills then.  

The energy output from the salt/sand shed solar panels at midday in late September 

A Fair Amount of 
Board Turnover 

Town’s Value Zooms Past Half-a- Billion 
(Lamoine) - In 2023 the town completed a 
revaluation which set the locally assessed 
total value of the town at $413.3 million 
dollars.  For that same year, the State of 
Maine estimated the town’s value at 
$363.6 million dollars.  Things have 
changed. 
 The 2025 local total assessed value 
came in at $422.2 million dollars.  The 
proposed state valuation for 2026 is $562 
million dollars.  We did the math for you 
(well, mostly for town staff).  While the 
local value went up 2.1% in the 2-year 
period, the state value increased 54.8%. 
 What’s driving the big increase in 
state value?  Simple—property sales that 
have far outpaced the local value.  Between 
April 1, 2023 and April 1 2025, five 
properties in Lamoine sold for over a 
million dollars.  All were waterfront, 
residential properties, locally valued far 
under the selling price.  Since April of this 
year another four properties have sold for 

in excess of a million. 
 There are a lot of implications and 
complications due to the clearly 
skyrocketing sales.  From a town  
perspective, the local valuation has now 
dropped to about 78% of the state 
valuation.   This reduces the amount of 
homestead reimbursement that is granted, 
along with veterans’ exemptions and other 
programs.  It also may mean the town will 
have to look at another revaluation quite 
soon.  The Selectboard may ask tax 
assessor Matthew Caldwell for his 
thoughts on when and how the town can 
bring its values in line with the state 
valuation.  Little money has been set aside 
for that endeavor.   
 From a demographic standpoint it 
means potential reductions in state funding 
for things like education programs.  And, it 
shows that buying a home in Lamoine is a 
potentially expensive pursuit.  Our share of 
the county tax bill potentially rises as well.     

Coastal Cleanup Finds Lots of Debris 

Lamoine Conservation Commission 
member Sabrina Jordan shows off the 
haul on Jordan River  (Matt Jordan 

Photo) 

Cable TV Franchise 
Agreement Update 

(Lamoine) - The local government 
channel on the Spectrum system serving 
Lamoine is an analog channel.  Spectrum 
is offering to make an HD channel 
available, but the cost to upgrade exceeds 
$8,700.  
 Spectrum says it can build the 
HD channel cost into the franchise fee 
that is charged to cable channel users, but 
will have to reopen the agreement 
between the cable provider and the town 
to do so.  Many years remain on the 
current agreement which currently 
imposes a 3% charge to cable users.   
 The Selectboard awaits an 
updated franchise agreement from 
Spectrum officials.  HD service on 
streaming computer video is already 
available for the town’s TV channel 
through the Cablecast system available 
on many streaming platforms.  



Road.  Lamoine sent a four person crew 
into the woods and several others set up a 
rehabilitation area to feed and hydrate 
another 50 or so firefighters from 
numerous other departments during the 
attack.  The next day LVFD responded to 
a report of smoke somewhere in town 
that came from a park ranger atop 
Cadillac Mountain.  The smoke was 
never found despite a large search effort.  
 The department responded for 
potential rescue and traffic control duties 
at three motor vehicles accidents.  One 
was a roll-over crash on Mud Creek Road 
that saw two people taken to the hospital 
with relatively minor injuries.  A crash 
injured one person on Buttermilk Road, 
and a young driver apparently distracted 
by a bee crashed her grandfather’s jeep 
into a utility pole on Shore Road.   That 
crash closed the road for several hours as 
Versant Power workers had to replace the 
pole and get lines out of the road.  
 The department responded to 
several mutual aid requests, including a 
motor home fire in Trenton, a building/
wildfire in Gouldsboro, a wildfire/vehicle 
fire in Hancock, a mobile home fire in 
Trenton, and a fire at MDI High School 
that turned out to be a burning fan in a 
heating/cooling system that caused only 
minor damage.   
 Firefighters also responded to fire 
alarms reported on Pasture Way, 
Buttermilk Road, South Road, and Jordan 
River Road.  Two of the activated alarms 
involved smoke/CO detectors that were 

far older than the 10-year 
lifespan after which  alarms 
generally will malfunction. 
Replacement was advised.  

(Lamoine) - The fire call volume pace is on 
track for a relatively normal year for 
Lamoine’s Volunteer Fire Department, but 
the latter part of the summer and early fall 
have firefighters on edge due to a severe 
drought.  Very little rainfall for nearly 3-
months has elevated the fire danger to very 
high at times.  Low humidity and gusty 
winds prompted the Maine Forest Service 
to ban outdoor burning. And indeed, the 
dry conditions were behind many of the 
calls to which the LVFD responded. 
 On August 7th Lamoine stood by to 
cover most of the central/eastern portion of 
Hancock County while multiple 
departments in the area responded to 
wildfire calls in the area.  On the 28th of 
the month the department responded early 
in the morning to Lamoine Beach when 
someone called 9-1-1 to report a bonfire.  
On arrival the fire was spotted quickly, as 
was a large group of students from a local 
high school who had gathered to celebrate 
the sunrise before the start of their senior 
year in school.  A Hancock County deputy 
sheriff had a discussion with them about 
burning without permits.  On September 

19th the department responded to 
Shore Road when a brush pile that 
had been burned several weeks earlier 
started back ablaze.  Apparently the 
initial fire had smoldered 
underground and broke out again.  
The most serious wildfire brought 
Lamoine to the Hancock/Ellsworth 
border area when about an acre of 
woods burned off Simmons Pond 
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Limestone Buys 
Former Engine 401 

(Lamoine) - Lamoine’s 1995 fire truck 
which was retired when the new Engine 
401 arrived in the spring has a new 
home.  The Aroostook County Town of 
Limestone has agreed to purchase the 
former Engine 401.  The sale will involve 
two payments of $20,000, one in October 
2025 and the second in July 2026. 
 Lamoine purchased the chassis in 
1994 and MetalFab LTD manufactured 
the pump and body when the chassis was 
delivered.  It’s a standard transmission 
which somewhat limited the interest from 
other fire departments, as younger 
firefighters often have difficulty shifting 
gears.  The pump is a 1,250 GPM and the 
tank holds 900 gallons of water.  The 
engine served the town nearly flawlessly 
for 30-years.  It became a secondary 
pumper in 2005 when Engine 403 was 
placed into service as a new truck, and 
became surplus when the new 401 
arrived. 
 The town had shipped it to K&T 
Equipment in Island Falls for marketing 
and possible sale last June. The proceeds 
from the sale will be added to the town’s 
fire truck reserve account.  
 The original manufacturing cost 
of the chassis and truck in 1994 was 
$131,508.  The most recent truck 
purchase was more than $463,000. 

Fire Department Open House October 5th 
(Lamoine) - To mark Fire Prevention 
Week, the Lamoine Volunteer Fire 
Department will hold an open house on 
Sunday, October 5, 2025 from Noon to 
3PM at the fire station.  It’ll be a chance to 
show off the new Engine 401 which went 
into service in late May.   
 The fire department will grill up 
cheeseburgers and frankfurters at no charge 
to attendees.  There will be tours of the fire 
station, a chance to put hands on the five 
fire trucks and the rescue boat, and meet 
“Sparky” the fire dog along with Coco the 
10-inch tall support dog who accompanies 

firefighters Dan and Shelly Coyne at most 
calls at the firehouse.  There will be 
activities for young people as well. 
 The fire department is also offering 
a service to townspeople to take a look at 
their smoke detectors, and to change the 
batteries if needed.  Smoke detectors have 
about a 10-year lifespan and should be 
replaced if they were manufactured prior to 
2015.  Older residents who might have 
difficulty replacing detectors may sign up 
to have a firefighter install new detectors at 
their home.  The service is available only 
to Lamoine residents.   

LVFD Chief Engineer Arthur Ashmore (left) and Assistant Chief Rick Martens (right) 
show off the brand new Tanker/Engine 401 to Committee on Aging member Iris Simon. 

Mooring Gear 
Inspections 
Requested 

(Lamoine) - After a suggestion that the 
town require inspections of mooring 
equipment to make sure it’s safe, Harbor 
Master Howard Corbett checked the 
current ordinance.  The requirement is 
already contained in the Harbor Ordinance 
following amendments approved in 2019. 
 Corbett has notified each mooring 
permit holder of the requirement which 
had not been actively enforced since its 
inclusion.  The permitees are requested to 
send confirmation to the town by May of 
2026 that an inspection has been done by a 
qualified inspector and that the mooring 
and hardware are adequate for the weight 
of the boat that is attached.  
 Several companies provide 
mooring inspections.  If a permit holder 
has issues with obtaining an inspection, 
they are encouraged to contact Corbett to 
discuss the situation.  The goal is to make 
sure that boats moored in the harbor at 
Lamoine State Park are unlikely to break 
free and damage other vessels.  

Dry Spell Leads to High Fire Danger 
call volume continues a steady pace 

A four person crew (l-r Walton Kinney, Tina Warn-
er, Stu Marckoon & Arthur Ashmore) worked a 
large forest fire in Hancock September 22nd.  



By Larissa Thomas 
(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Conservation 
Commission is committed to supporting 
hands-on science education and outdoor 
learning in our school. Since 2006, we 
have partnered with the Lamoine Consoli-
dated School on GET WET! (Groundwater 
Education Through Water Evaluation and 

Testing), a program developed 
by the LCC with help from staff 
at what was then the Senator 
George J. Mitchell Center for 
Environmental and Water Re-
search at the University of 
Maine and focused on house-
hold well water samples. The 
Mitchell Center is no longer 
involved with GET WET! but 
the LCC has continued and ex-
panded the program with fund-
ing for supplies provided by a 
Maine Community Foundation 
grant, local donor support, and 
the Lamoine Consolidated 
School; the program now in-
cludes testing of water samples 
from Blunts Pond. This Sep-
tember marked the seventh year 

of water testing at Blunts Pond by Lamoine sixth graders.  
 Sixteen students and their science teacher, Tiara Woods, joined LCC volunteers 
at Blunts Pond on September 8 to undertake sampling of the water at the pond and test-
ing the clarity on site. The next day, volunteers assisted the students at the school with 
the testing of the collected water samples. The samples were tested for nitrate, chloride, 
hardness, pH, and conductivity. LCC volunteers were impressed by the seriousness and 
rigor displayed by the young scientists.  

(Lamoine) - The town maintained 
roads in the worst condition received a 
new pavement surface in the summer 
of 2025, greatly enhancing the 
traveling experience.  Birchlawn 
Drive, South Birchlawn Drive and 
Walker Roads were all resurfaced by 
B&B Paving out of Hermon after a 
competitive bid process.   
 The annual town meeting 
approved $274,100 for paving the 
three roads.  B&B’s cost for the 
resurfacing was $194,000.  Jay 
Fowler’s crew has filled in the road 
shoulders with gravel to eliminate 
steep drop-offs.  The bill for that work 
has yet to come in.  Any unused funds 
for the major work portion of the road 
budget will accrue the road fund at the 
end of the fiscal year on June 30, 
2026.   
 Pending the outcome of the 
annual audit, there is a sizable amount 
in the road fund that can be put 
toward the road budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year, which will help 
to hold down the budget.  
 The State of Maine paved Mud 
Creek Road in the spring of 2025.   The 
town office has received numerous 
complaints about Route 204 which the 
state maintains.  A check of the road 
project list for the Hancock County area 
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Route 3/204 Traffic Light Issues Persist 
(Trenton) - A combination of extremely 
heavy late summer/fall traffic on Route 3 
in Trenton and a slight malfunction of the 
“cheese house” traffic light combined to 
back up motorists at times.  The Town of 
Lamoine is responsible for paying to 
maintain the light which has persistently 
malfunctioned since its installation several 
years ago. 
 The latest issue was that the traffic 
detection cameras were not 
communicating with the complex 
electronics that control the traffic signals.  
The company that maintains the lights for 
the town, Frazier Signals, says the original 
computer data cables have become brittle 
and need to be replaced.  The cables are 

unusually expensive.  The Select Board 
has authorized Frazier to proceed with the 
work to replace the cables and perform the 
annual maintenance on the light system. 
 Meanwhile, the Maine Department 
of Transportation which installed the lights 
originally is discussing installation of a 
new smart traffic system to coordinate 
smooth operation of that light in 
conjunction with other lights in Trenton 
and Ellsworth.  The City of Ellsworth is 
currently experimenting with the light 
control system for the traffic lights in the 
downtown area.  At the League of Towns 
meeting in September, there was 
discussion that indicated MDOT will be 
installing new controllers soon.  

Fluorescent Bulb 
Collection Halted at 

Transfer Station 
(Lamoine) - For several years the State of 
Maine has encouraged replacement of 
fluorescent light bulbs with more energy 
efficient and safer LED bulbs.  That has 
resulted in a lot of mercury containing 
fluorescent bulbs and tubes needing safe 
disposal.   
 The Lamoine Transfer Station was 
approved for bulb/tube collection, and a 
company called Veolia in Massachusetts 
provided collection boxes for the 
discarded lights.  When the boxes filled 
up, the town would arrange to have them 
shipped by FedEx Ground to Veolia at no 
charge to the town.  In late June, Veolia 
informed the communities that participate 
in the return that FedEx is no longer going 
to collect and ship the boxed bulbs/tubes 
because they are a hazardous waste.  A 
good bump in the road tends to break the 
glass, and the odor in the trucks is fairly 
noxious at best.  
 Transfer Station Manager Adam 
Sargent boxed up all the bulbs just before 
the deadline given by Veolia and FedEx 
picked up 14 large boxes of bulbs in late 
July. The bulbs that would not fit in the 
boxes were transported to the hazardous 
waste collection day in September at MDI 
High School.   
 Until such time as the town is able 
to again freely ship boxes of bulbs, 
collection of fluorescents will NOT take 
place at the transfer station.  

Walker Road, Birchlawn Drive Paved 

A crew from B&B Paving places the first layer 
of new pavement onto Walker Road in early July 

2025.  

does not list any paving planned for either 
Pinkhams Flats or Partridge Cove Road for 
the near future.  Parts of Route 184 from 
the town hall to Route 1 in Ellsworth also 
have a lot of major issues that are not on 
the 3-year paving plan.  The town will 
review local roads for paving this fall.  

Hot Weather Leads 
to Speed Sign 
Malfunction 

(Lamoine) - Extremely hot weather during 
one week of the summer took its toll on the 
portable speed sign the town places on 
various roads.  After a move from 
Buttermilk Road to Shore Road, the sign 
stopped displaying traffic speed. 
 A computer is hooked up via blue 
tooth technology to program the sign, and 
the sign stopped “talking” to the computer 
which was the first indicator that 
something was wrong.  After the weather 
cooled to under 85 degrees, the sign and 
computer started communicating again, 
and the sign has worked nicely ever since. 
 At the end of the season (the sign is 
not deployed after November 15th) the 
road commissioner will prepare reports for 
each place the sign was deployed in 2025.  
The analysis provides law enforcement 
with good data on where the problem 
speed areas are located.  

Annual Water 
Testing Conducted 

Students prepare to test water samples from Blunts 
Pond (photo courtesy of Sabrina Jordan). 



By Cynthia Donaldson 
(Lamoine, ME) Visit the library to hear a sto-
ry, borrow books, and meet other Lamoine 
families at the Library Time for Lamoine’s 
Littlest Lions, ages 0-5 years, on alternate Sat-
urday mornings this fall from September thru 
December. The library time is scheduled from 
9:00 - 10:00 am, at the Lamoine Consolidated 
School Library, 53 Lamoine Beach Rd, 
Lamoine, 04605, on the following Saturday 

mornings: 
 

• October 4* and 18 

• November 1* and 15 

• December 6* and 20 
 The library hour will include a story time, 
an opportunity to check out books, an *activity on 
first Saturdays by Ellsworth Public Librarian, Joan-
na Sands, and the chance to meet other families 
with young children in Lamoine. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
 This is a pilot project developed by the 
committee for Lamoine’s Little Children, and pro-
duced in collaboration with the Ellsworth Public 
Library and the Lamoine School Department. For 
additional information contact  Emma 
Sears, emma.sears@gmail.com, 207-412-0125. 

This fall, LCA presents The Hound of the 
Baskervilles — the classic Sherlock Holmes 
thriller, adapted and dramatized by Tim 
Kelly from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s novel. 
Directed by Carol Mason, this suspenseful 
tale brings danger, intrigue, and wit to the 
stage. Don’t miss your chance to support 
local talent and enjoy an evening of mystery 
and fun with friends and neighbors. CAST: 
Monica Cease (Lady Agatha), Zabet Neu-
Collins (Perkins), Aidan Pasha (Dr. Watson) Mike Perlman (Sherlock Holmes), Dotty 
Small (Mrs. Barrymore), Lee Bonta (Sir Henry), Fred Stocking (Barrymore), Camille 
Berger-Liedtka (Kathy), Theo Dumas (Jack), Laura Levin (Laura Lyons) 
 LCA’s Holiday Play, a live radio play will be directed by Wynne Guglielmo, the 
date and time to be announced. Stay tuned!   

By Larissa Thomas 
(Lamoine) - On September 16, Lamoine 
Consolidated School students from Tiara 
Woods’ fifth grade class participated in 
the Simon Trail tree identification walk, 
an outdoor education event developed in 
2016 by the Lamoine Conservation 
Commission (LCC) in partnership with 
Iris and Jerry Simon. The tree walk is 
designed to acquaint students with the 
common species of trees in our 
woodlands using a worksheet coded to 
numbered trees, but it is also an 

opportunity to cultivate an 
appreciation for natural resources. 
The program has been ably headed by 
Conservation Commission member 
Linda Penkalski with the help of 
volunteers who guide groups of 
students through the trail as they 
make their identifications and 
complete other activities as part of 
Ms. Woods’ lesson plan. This year’s 
event was attended by a special guest, 
journalist William Tracy of the 
Ellsworth American.  
Many students were already familiar 
with the tree species covered in the 
tree identification walk, as they 
reported visiting the trail in the past. 
The numbers on the 12 trees will 

remain into October so the students can 
return with their families and identify the 
trees for them. The public is welcome to 
test their knowledge of local tree species 
as well, with identification resources 
available online.  

(Lamoine) - A July 12th event to raise funds in support 
of families enduring pediatric cancer treatment 
succeeded beyond the expectations of the Lamoine 
couple who organized it.  Called “Sparks of Hope”, the 
event featured live music, bounce houses, kids games, 
food and a great chance for the community to get 
together behind the Lamoine Consolidated School.  
David and Melanie Gartner organized the event in 
memory of their daughter Journey who lost her battle 
with cancer in July of 2023.   The evening culminated in 
a tremendous fireworks show by Central Maine 
Pyrotechnics.  Mr. Gartner had a pyrotechnic license 

when he live in Utah and applied for his Maine license recently.  He said Journey loved 
fireworks shows, and her grave overlooks the school lot from Forest Hill Cemetery.   

7 

Lamoine Quarterly  - October 2025 

Sparks of Hope Event Deemed Success 

By Carol Duffy 
(Lamoine) - The Lamoine Grange held 
its first successful annual Arts and Crafts 
Marketplace on June 28 with our next 
one planned for June 27, 2026.  Eighty 
percent of the artists and crafters were 
from Lamoine.  Once again, the Lamoine 
Grange was awarded a blue ribbon at the 
Blue Hill Fair for our Enchanted Forest 
display.  Grange meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 
P.M. at the Grange Hall. Email us 
at lamoinegrange@gmail.com for more 
information if you would like to join us. 

Grange News 

The Lamoine Grange display at the Blue Hill Fair 

Students Get Tree 
ID Lessons 

Lamoine Consolidated School stu-
dent Melody Warner with her work-
book during the Simon Tree ID Walk 
(photo by William Tracy courtesy of 

the Ellsworth American)  

Community Arts Tackles Sherlock Holmes 

Trail Stories Offered 

By Larissa Thomas 

(Lamoine) - For the past two summers, 

Frenchman Bay Conservancy and the Ells-

worth Public Library have teamed up to 

present Storytime on the Simon Trail. 

Miss Jean from EPL presents Outdoor Ad-

venture Storytime for 2–5-year-olds using 

the outdoor classroom on the Simon Trail. 

This year, Storytime events were offered 

on August 20 and September 17. The chil-

dren and moms hike one third of a mile to 

the classroom where Miss Jean entertains 

them with songs and storytelling. The ex-

perience of hiking to the outdoor class-

room has been greatly enhanced by the 

recent addition of new bog bridging, in-

stalled by FBC interns and volunteers. Sto-

rytime is just one of FBC’s partnerships to 

support outdoor education. 

Library Story Time 

Storytime participants hike to the outdoor 
classroom  

mailto:emma.sears@gmail.com
mailto:lamoinegrange@gmail.com
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October 2025 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2– 7PM  
Selectboard 

3 4 The Clerk and Code Enforcement Officer will be out of the office on 
October 8th and 9th to attend the MMA Annual Convention.   

5-Noon-3PM 
Fire Dept Open  
House 

6-6:30 PM  
Planning Board 

7 8-6:30 PM 
Conservation Cmsn 

9 10-1PM 
Aging Committee 

11 

12 13 14 15 16-7PM  
Selectboard 

17 18 

19 20 21 22-6:00 PM 
Parks Commission 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30-Selectboard signs 
Warrant 10 

31  

November 2025 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 The Budget Committee generally starts its meetings in November, but as of publication date, the meeting schedule has not yet been set. 
Please consult the town’s website for all meeting schedules as they sometimes change after publication.  
Transfer Station Winter Hours (Friday 12-5, Saturday 8-5) begin November 7, 2025 

2 3 4-8am-8pm 
Election Day 

5 6-7PM 
Select Board 

7-1PM  
Aging Committee 

8 

9 10-6:30 or 7PM 
Planning Board 

11-Town Hall  
Closed 
(Veterans Day) 

12-6:30 PM  
Conservation Cmsn 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20-7PM  
Select Board 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27-Town Hall  
Closed  
(Thanksgiving) 

28-Town Office 
closed (State holi-
day) 

29 

30 The Administrative Assistant will be out of the office from November 10 through November 15th.  The office is closed on the 11th, and 
may close for lunch on other days during that week.  

December 2025 Lamoine Schedule 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1—6:30 or 7PM 
Planning Board 

2 3 4-7PM 
Select Board 

5-1PM  
Aging Committee 

6 

7 8 9 10-6:30 PM 
Conservation Cmsn 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18-7PM 
Select Board 

19 20 

21 22 23 24-Town Hall closing 
at Noon (Christmas 
Eve) 

25-Town Hall Closed 
(Christmas) 

26 27 

28 29 30 31—Town Hall clos-
ing at 2PM (New 
Year’s Eve) 

1-Town Hall Closed 
(New Year’s Day) 

The transfer station will be open normal 
hours for Christmas and New Year’s week-
end (Friday 12-5, Saturday 8-5) 


