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Event Center Proposed in Marlboro

(Lamoine) — Lamoine’s Planning Board received a pre-application for
a Site Plan Review permit from an employee of gravel pit operator
John W. Goodwin Jr. with the stated plan to build a 30,000 square foot
events center. The proposed building is planned for undeveloped land
on the current Haass Pit Road which leads into the recently renewed
gravel mining operation. Lamoine’s Board of Appeals recently ruled
that an approved stump grinding operation on the same parcel was
improperly permitted (see separate article).

Surveyor Stephen Salsbury working on behalf of applicant
Colton Sanborn made the initial presentation to the Planning Board on

September 14, 2026. Though scheduled as a completeness review of ...,

a Site Plan Review pre-application, Salsbury told the Planning Board =

and gathered audience his client was approaching the initial discussion
on the proposal as a listening session to hear what the board and
interested attendees think about the idea.

The initial proposal would pave Haass Pit Road from its
entrance on Partridge Cove Road to the facility which could
accommodate up to 800 people. The application said partitions within
the building would allow multiple events to be held simultaneously.
Functions would serve food and beverages, including alcoholic
beverages. A drilled well and on-site septic system are proposed.

There was no action for the Planning Board to take as a result
of the application. The next step would be a submission of a formal
site plan review application, and a timeline for that is unclear.
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The layout for a proposed Marlboro Event Center was included as part of

a Site Plan Review Pre-application

Appeals Board says “NO”

to Stump Grinder Permit
Decision Appealed to Court

(Lamoine) — The Lamoine Board of Appeals has ruled
the Planning Board erred when it issued a Site Plan
Review Permit to John W. Goodwin Jr. to operate a
stump grinding operation on an area that Goodwin
removed from a gravel mining operation in late 2025.
The ruling from the Appeals Board did allow for
continued operation of the gravel pit but removed the
acreage set aside for the grinder’s location.
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A tub grinder is tested out at the
location in Marlboro the Planning
Board had approved for operations

The issue came before the board when abutting landowners Linda and Thomas Goertz
filed appeals to both the Site Plan Review and Gravel Permit issuances in January 2026. The
Board of Appeals heard from all parties involved, and in July 2026 voted to uphold the appeal
on the Site Plan Review permit on the grounds that it would violate a provision in Lamoine’s
Gravel Ordinance that once acreage is removed from the gravel operation it must be restored.
The Appeals Board issued its official findings of facts and conclusion of law on September 1,

Goodwin’s attorney Patrick Lyons has submitted a Superior Court appeal of the
Appeals Board decision prior to the final document’s approval. The Appeals Board requested
that town attorney Daniel Pileggi represent them in the court filing, and the Select Board
approved that request. It is not known when the courts may address the appeal, nor how long
it will take for the court to issue a ruling.

Property Tax Rate Falls by 2.5 Mills

Factored Revaluation Jumped Property Values
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(Lamoine) — The good news for Lamoine
taxpayers was the town’s tax rate (also known
as the mill rate) fell from 10.6 to 8.1 for the
2026/27 Fiscal Year. While some benefitted
from the reduction, the major factor in the
drop was a townwide factored revaluation
which saw most property values rise
significantly. In other words, some tax bills
increased, and some decreased when
compared to the 2025/26 property tax
imposition. A factored revaluation differs
significantly from a full revaluation, the last of
which was conducted in 2023 as it’s all

conducted on paper instead of through a
detailed visit to each property in town.
The town’s assessing firm, Caldwell
Municipal Appraisal and Consulting,
applied formulas to try to bring property
values in line with recent sales and closer
to the overall state valuation so that
residents who qualify for exemptions will
enjoy the full exemption.

Assessor Matt Caldwell
processed a handful of abatement
requests that came in after the new tax
bills were mailed.



State Conditionally Approves Shoreland
Zoning Ordinance and Map

(Lamoine) — Voters passed several
amendments to the Lamoine Shoreland
Zoning Ordinance and updated the zoning
map to reflect a Commercial Fisheries and
Maritime Activities District in recent years.
By rule, the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection reviews all
changes before final approval is in effect.
The DEP found a couple of inconsistencies
with the most recent amendments that
increased the setback in stream districts to
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100-feet from 75-feet. The agency
suggested it would conditionally approve
the ordinance with the clarifications in
place, provided the Planning Board
present the revised ordinance to a town
meeting vote. The Planning Board
agreed and will request the conditionally
approved ordinance be adopted in March.
The DEP also approved the map as
updated by the College of the Atlantic.
Both are posted on the town’s website.

Town of Lamoine
Shoreland Zoning Map

Shoreland Zoning Districts 2025
Limited Residential
Limited Commercial
Commercial Fisheries-Maritime Activities
Resource Protection
Stream Protection

Seal Point Area

Improper Building Removed

(Lamoine) — A Walker Road property owner
has complied with a Code Enforcement
request to remove a shed that appeared to be
used as a dwelling but was placed without a
permit. After notice from CEO Robert Grant,
the Lamoine Fire Department and law
enforcement responded to a fire of suspicious
nature at the building. The shed owner said
she had been paying rent to locate the
structure on the Needles Eye Road frontage.
The Fire Marshal’s Office investigated the
blaze. The building was removed to an

unknown location, and the property area cleaned up by late September.

Permit Issuances Pick Up in Summer

(Lamoine) — Code Enforcement Officer Robert Grant issued the following

permits during the 3" quarter of 2026:

Nbr Name Project In addition to the
28 | Wittingham, Jeffrey | Gazebo building permits,
29 | Durell, Stacy/Rose Shed Grant issued four
30 | Rosa-Rodriguez, Luis | Residence septic  permits, 13
31 Colbeth, Cheri Shed internal plumblng
32 | Cote, Wanda Shed permits, and approved
33 | Ball, William Residence a transfer of an
34 | Harris, Joanne Addition internal plumbing
35 | Ackerman, Joel Deck permit.

36 | Culler, Paul Residence The Code
37 | Richter, Philip Deck Enforcement Officer
38 | Romano, John Replace Mobile Home works on Fridays each
39 | Norwood, Sarah Shed week. Inspections can
40 | Culler, Megan Residence be  scheduled for
41 | Crawford, William | Quonset Hut Shed Friday by calling the
42 | Wright-Buzz, LLC Residence town office during
43 | Patten, James/Pamela | Residence, Shed business hours at 207-
44 | O’Hanian, George Seasonal Dock 667-2242
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Fuller Selected as
Appeals Board Chair

(Lamoine) — Board of Appeals member
Michael Fuller has agreed to serve as the
chair of the quasi-judicial board for the next
year. Fuller replaces long-time chair Jon
VanAmringe who requested that he not be
selected as the chair. Melody Havey will
remain the vice-chair, and Gary Loft
continues to serve as the Appeals Board
Secretary.

Mr. Fuller did not participate in the
most recent case the board heard, as he is an
abutting landowner to the gravel mining and
proposed stump grinding operation that was
the case subject. Alternate Cece Ohmart
replaced him as the voting member due to the
conflict.

Planning Board
Approves Five
Gravel Permits

(Lamoine) — The tedious process of issuing
permits to mine gravel dominated much of
the Planning Board’s time in the past quarter.
The board approved five permits for Jay
Fowler, Doug Gott & Sons, and Harold
MacQuinn, Inc. following public hearings
and site visits to each operation. A sixth
permit application was tabled until receipt of
a water quality study for a permit on a pit
operated by RF Jordan.

Permits are in effect for three years,
and all six applications were for renewal.
The issuance was delayed by a month as the
board did not set a public hearing date when
it considered the applications’ completeness
at its July 2026 meeting.

Work Continues on
Building Ordinance
for Housing

(Lamoine) — The Planning Board is
working with Code Enforcement Officer
Robert Grant to draft up amendments to
the Building & Land Use Ordinance
(BLUO) to comply with Ilegislative
mandates to allow additional housing
construction. ~ The current ordinance
requires 40,000 square feet of land per
dwelling unit. New laws would allow at
least three dwelling units per lot.

Grant advised the board that the
ordinance would have to allow for three
housing units per lot, provided the lot can
meet the minimum septic system required
for those units. Subdivision requirements
in the BLUO require at least 40,000
square feet per lot, and the required
change would allow for three housing
units per lot. The CEO, whose work is
funded by a grant from the State of Maine,
advised that the housing density would
have to be controlled by state septic
design rules.

The proposed amendments are
likely to go before the town at the annual
town meeting in March 2027.



Dog Attacks Three on
Raccoon Cove Road

(Lamoine) — Three women from Lamoine
suffered dog bite injuries as they walked past a
Raccoon Cove Road home on two days in July.
Lamoine contracts with Hancock County’s
Regional Animal Control Officer for service.
Memphis Mink had started on the job just a few
days before the first incident was reported by a
Needles Eye Road resident. Another resident of
Raccoon Cove Road was also attacked by the
same dog during the incident. A few days later
the same dog attacked a Marlboro Beach Road

resident while it was supposed to be
quarantined.
Mink worked with the District

Attorney’s Office to prepare an incident report
and write a summons to the believed owner for
keeping a dangerous dog. It was noted that
several dogs are kept on the property and none
were registered with the Town Clerk as required
by law, and the town had no evidence whether
the dogs had received rabies vaccinations.

The victims addressed their frustration
with the attacks at a Select Board meeting in
August. The major concern among the attack
victims was that the dog in question was still not
under control when the second attack occurred
a few days after the initial incident.

The victim of the second attack also
expressed a concern that the Hancock County
Sheriff’s Department was unwilling to take a
statement about the attack when she went to
their office in Ellsworth several hours after the
incident.

County Administrator Michael Crooker
explained that the victim likely spoke to a
dispatcher instead of a deputy and was advised
to contact the Maine State Police which was
covering Lamoine that particular day. Crooker
said the ACO followed proper procedure
regarding the incident.

Final Energy
Conservation Plan
Published

(Lamoine) — The State of Maine has
delivered an energy conservation plan for the
Lamoine Consolidated School and the Town
Hall. The plan is a result of a grant awarded
to the town through the Maine Energy
Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities
program.

The report broke down
recommendations for the school and town
hall separately. At the school it urged adding
weather stripping to the doors, adding attic
insulation and an air barrier, upgrading to
low flow water fixtures, and installing a high
efficiency hot water heater along with LED
lighting. The town hall recommendations
included replacing the main entrance door,
weather stripping access to the basement and
attic and the windows, insulating the floor
and ductwork, on demand hot water heater,
and installing solar power if replacing the
roof.

The school estimated cost was
$96,940 with a payback from energy savings
of 6.3 years. The town hall payback was 10.4
years for $47,744 in estimated costs.

The town was able to fund much of
the school project through a Community
Action Grant (see article to right).
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Road Cut Permit
Approved

(Lamoine) — State
law requires
anyone who
excavates a public
road, must first
obtain a permit
from the public
works authority in
charge. Generally,
contractors dig up
town roads to
replace culverts. &
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In September, a plumbing contractor hired by
residents of Brown Lane requested permission to
place a water line underneath Marlboro Beach
Road so that a well on the west side of the road
could serve two residences on the east side. The
Select Board, which is the ultimate authority,

authorized the road commissioner to issue a
permit if it was found to be adequate. The
excavation (shown above) was performed on
September 4, 2026 and resurfaced adequately.

Electrician Arthur Ashmore stacks old
fluorescent light fixtures in classroom
now illuminated by new LED fixtures

The water line replaces another line a few yards
down the road.

School Installs LED Lights, Faucets with Grant

By Larissa Thomas

(Lamoine) - This summer, the Lamoine Consolidated School was the scene of energy
efficiency and quality of life improvements funded by a Community Action Grant through the
state’s Community Resilience Partnership program. The Lamoine Conservation Commission
applied for the grant under Round 6 of the program and was awarded $72,665, among 73
communities to receive an award. The Community Resilience Partnership, administered by
the Maine Office of Community Affairs, supports municipal and tribal governments across
the state pursuing climate-focused projects. Lamoine previously was awarded a Community
Action Grant that funded the installation of 26 heat pumps in town buildings in 2023, as part
of a project that also entailed the placement of solar arrays on the school and the salt/sand
shed to supply electricity for municipal use through a power-purchase agreement.

The current project was developed based on the findings of an energy audit that was
conducted in 2025 at the Lamoine Consolidated School and Town Hall under the auspices of
the Energy Efficiency Planning for Rural Communities (EEPRC) technical assistance
program. The EEPRC was another program offered through the Community Resilience
Partnership, and Lamoine was one of 14 towns across the state selected to participate. The
report from the EEPRC-funded energy audit presented a series of recommendations for each
building that would improve energy efficiency, reduce energy consumption, and provide other
secondary benefits.

The current grant covers a subset of the improvements recommended during the
energy audit. The improvements include replacement of 234 existing light fixtures with
efficient LED units, installation of two energy recovery ventilator (ERV) units to improve
indoor air quality, placement of aerators on hot water fixtures to conserve water and energy
use and plans to replace the aging conventional water heater with an efficient heat pump water
heater. Arthur Ashmore Electric conducted the lighting work, and Dave’s World installed the
ERYV units and aerators. The new water heater is yet to be installed, pending a determination
from our contracting team on how to best meet the school’s needs. The efficiency
improvements will reduce energy expenditures and lighten Lamoine’s tax burden; the
improvements also include better illumination throughout the school and better air exchange,
which will help Lamoine students perform up to their full potential.

The Lamoine Conservation Commission pursued this project as part of a larger
strategy of seeking to reduce the town’s expenditures on energy while reducing our
contribution to climate change. The Conservation Commission submitted a grant application
earlier this year seeking funding for the other energy efficiency improvements recommended
in the 2025 energy audit. Lamoine was not selected in that grant round, the most competitive
to date. But the Conservation Commission intends to resubmit in the next round.

Community Center Discussion Update

(Lamoine) — The discussion about locating
a community center took a dramatic turn
after the Select Board hired a wetlands
delineator to look over property behind the
current town hall and the property the town
purchased near the salt/sand shed.

Roger St. Amand met with the
board in September and reported the town
hall parcel contains a significant wetland

that could add up to a quarter million dollars
to the cost. He said the 35 acres next to the
salt/sand shed has some wetland areas but
would be relatively easy to locate the
complex.

The Board has agreed to continue
wetland work on the larger parcel purchased
several years ago from the estate of John
Smith.



Annual Town
Meeting Set for
March 9 & 17, 2027

(Lamoine) — While not exactly around
the corner, the Select Board has set the
dates for the annual town meeting in
2027. Election Day will be Tuesday,
March 9% from 8am to 8pm. The open
town meeting will be on Wednesday,
March 17,2027 beginning at 6PM at the
Lamoine School Gym.

The main reason for setting the
meeting date so far in advance is to
allow for the nomination process for
those wishing to be on the ballot for
Select Board and School Committee.
Petitions will become available on
November 27, 2026. Candidates must
gather at least 25 signatures from
registered Lamoine voters and return
them to the town clerk’s office by
January 8, 2027.

Two Select Board positions are
up for election, currently held by Jo
Cooper and Amy Morley. A single
school committee seat currently held by
Amy Phillips is also up for election.

Select Board to
Meet with
Commuittee Chairs

(Lamoine) — The Select Board has
invited the chairs of the various town
committees as well as the heads of what
few town departments exist to sit down
for a discussion on October 15, 2026.
It’s something the board has done
several times over the past few decades.
The session will be part of the regular
meeting agenda for the board.

The meeting’s goal is to share
information  across  boards  and
departments, learn of needs that those
who serve the town might have for their
committees or departments to function
successfully, and to discuss any
budgeting issues that might need to be
addressed as the 2027/28 budget is
prepared in the next few weeks.

While the public is invited to
observe, parking and seating at the town
hall is limited. The meeting will be
televised on the town’s cable TV system.

Planning Board
Alternate Resigns

(Lamoine) — The town’s Planning Board
has a vacancy for an alternate member
following the resignation of Karen
Davis from the post. Mrs. Davis read
her resignation letter to the Select Board
at its meeting on September 17, 2026,
and the Select Board accepted it with
regret. Mrs. Davis had served as the
Planning Board’s Secretary for much of
her time on the board. She had been
appointed in August, 2025. Persons
interested in the position should apply to
the town office by October 15, 2026.

Postal Worker Shortage
Leads to Slow Delivery

(Ellsworth) — Lamoine has no dedicated post office or zip
code. The Ellsworth Post Office utilizes rural delivery
drivers to deliver mail to town, and those deliveries

started to slow down in late July. With a deadline

August 31 for property tax payments, Tax Collector
Jennifer Kovacs-Lord noted there were several days

when no mail arrived in the town’s mailbox.

An inquiry to the post office found that about a
half dozen delivery drivers had either retired or were
recovering from health issues, and they had to rely on
doubling routes by city-based carriers or call in help from

other post offices.

By early September, the situation had improved,
and a carrier was assigned to pick up outgoing mail from
the blue collection box and deliver the town office mail.

Postal officials say they’re recruiting mail carriers.

Select Board
Releases
Liens

(Lamoine) — Exploring the Hancock County

Registry of Deeds literally opens up history. For
municipalities and real estate attorneys, that history
is sometimes problematic. Ellsworth attorney Diane
O’Connell requested the Lamoine Select Board
release multiple tax liens filed in the 1940s on a
parcel for which she is trying to clear the title.
Neither O’Connell (who has served as the town’s
attorney at times), nor town staff could find any
record the liens had been discharged. The Select
Board swiftly signed the release deed.

Town Files 59 Property
Tax Liens

(Lamoine) — The Town of Lamoine filed 59 tax
liens in early July for unpaid taxes from the
2025/26 fiscal year. The total due at the time of
filing was $88,463.63. The town filed 63 liens
the previous year, but the total due for the
2024/25 was $78,071.15 when those were filed.

Lien notices giving 30-days to pay
property taxes must be sent to taxpayers between
8 and 12 months after the property tax
commitment, and liens filed within 10-days of the
expiration of the 30-days. Many taxpayers did
not claim their certified letters during the 30-day
notice period. Copies were sent by regular mail
when the certified letters were returned.

The liens were filed on July 22, 2026.
Taxes unpaid after January 22, 2028 (18 months
after filing) automatically foreclose to the town.
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For several days, the town office
incoming mailbox remained empty
due to a worker shortage.

Select Board
Member Amy
Morley on
Legislative Policy
Committee

(Lamoine) — Select Board member
Amy Morley was selected as a co-
member of Maine  Municipal
Association’s (MMA) Legislative
Policy Committee (LPC). The
committee makes recommendations to
the lobbying department of MMA for
bills to support (or oppose) that might
come up before the Maine Legislature
in the next session.

Morley tied with Castine Select
Board member Roberta Boczkiewicz in
the district wide vote, and the two will
swap off on attending and voting with
the LPC during its upcoming season.

The LPC deals with issues that
affect municipalities across Maine, and
the issues may involve complex,
competing concerns. What might be
policy favorable to some communities
may prove unfavorable to others.
Those positions that are recommended
by the LPC are forwarded to MMA
political advocacy staff members for
tracking and possible committee
testimony before legislators. The LPC
will set its priorities and strategies
sometime after the November 3, 2026
election. Morley also plans to attend
the two day annual MMA Convention
in Augusta this October.

Excise Tax Collections Continue Record Pace

(Lamoine) — The excise tax charged at the
town level as part of the vehicle registration
process hit a new fiscal year high for the
period ending June 30, 2026. The tax
collector’s office brought in $546,113.01 in
excise tax for the fiscal year. That compares
to $512,745.79 for the previous fiscal year,
an increase of $33,368.00, or approximately
6.5%.

All vehicles pay excise taxes which
are based on the original manufacturer’s retail
price (MSRP) assigned to vehicles when they
are brand new. The mill rate applied to each

vehicle drops each of the first six years of
the vehicle’s life.

The town budgets for excise tax
income which is used to reduce the need for
property taxes to pay for the town budget.
The FY 2026 amount means that the
property tax rate is about 1-mill lower than
it would be without the excise tax which is
mandated by the State of Maine. The
amount was enough to fund public safety
and road maintenance budgets for FY 26.

More vehicles in town, and higher
value vehicle purchases accounted for the
revenue increase.
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Fire Department Open House - October 4, 2026

(Lamoine) — If you don’t have lunch plans on
Sunday, October 4, 2026, consider dining at
Lamoine’s Fire Station. That’s part of the
planned annual open house at the firechouse
located at 43 Lamoine Beach Road. Members
of the department are quite eager to show off the
facility and the apparatus and are working hard
to finalize the 3-hour event which will begin at
noon.

The five fire trucks and the fire boat are
all multi-year veterans of one of the best fleets
of apparatus in Hancock County. Members of

the department will eagerly show off their
capability during the open house. An
appearance by Sparky the Fire Dog is
anticipated, and there will be plenty of
activities for young folks as well.

You can also meet many of the
volunteer department members who respond
to emergency and non-emergency calls 365
days a year, 24 hours per day. Fire Chief, Rick
Martens, will be able to let interested
volunteers know how they can assist the
department.

Firechouse Gets New Roof, Apron Paving

(Lamoine) — After several
storms in the past decade
blew numerous shingles |
from the firehouse roof and §
caused significant water
damage to the attic and
ceiling of both the apparatus §
bay and meeting room, a new |
metal roof now sits atop the
fire station.

Approved by voters
at the annual town meeting in S5

March 2026, the project was
awarded to D&S Builders,

Workers from D & S Builders install the new metal roof on
the Lamoine Fire Station in early July.

which is based in Lamoine. The crew was able
to finish installation in early July, 2026.

The company’s bid included a long-
term warranty on the roofing materials, and
owner Nate Dandurand 1is a volunteer
firefighter with the LVFD.

Work began in late September on the
rebuild of the apron in front of the fire station.

Fire Apparatus
Repaired

(Lamoine) — The Lamoine VFD ladder truck
is back in service after several weeks at a
repair facility in Aroostook County following
initial failure of the aerial test. The 75-foot
ladder failed to stay up when extended. The
bill was $4,967, and the Select Board
approved utilizing the emergency repair fund
to pay for that work.

Lead pumper Engine 403 sustained
damage after responding to an alarm call on
Needles Eye Road when a rear wheel rolled
over driveway boulder and a rear
compartment came down on top of the
boulder, damaging the compartment (see
below). Dual Forge Fire temporarily repaired
the compartment to allow the door to close
and will perform the final repair work. Owner
Glenn Manring awaits parts from the
manufacturer. Insurance will cover the

work.

The old apron has been in place since the
“new” fire station’s construction in 1989/90.

Contractor Jay Fowler and Eaton
Paving Company were awarded the job in a
competitive bidding process. In addition to
the fresh paving, the fire department is
replacing bollards in front of the station and
a water company shutoff valve.

FD Addition
Engineering Bid
Rejected

(Lamoine) — A request for proposals to
provide engineering services for an addition to
Lamoine’s Fire Station garnered only one bid,
and the price was far in excess of the amount
budgeted for that phase of the project. An
Ellsworth engineering company proposed a
bid of $201,300 for a complete engineering
package. The budget approved in March 2026
was $25,000.

Fire Chief Rick Martens met in late
September with the firm to scale back the
engineering cost to a feasibility design to see
if an addition is even possible for the fire
station located next to the Lamoine School on
Lamoine Beach Road.

A tree brought down power lines on Mill
Road during a squall on July 16",
Power was out for several hours.
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Smoke Alarm
Inspections Offered

(Lamoine) — For a second straight year,
members of the Lamoine Volunteer Fire
Department will check residential smoke
alarms on request. Members will visit
homeowners who sign up for the inspection
on October 10, 2026 between 10AM and
4PM. A signup sheet is available at the
Lamoine Town Hall during regular business
hours, and at the October 4™ open house.

The department will make sure the
alarms are within their general 10-year useful
life and that the alarms activate when the test
button is pushed. They’ll also advise
residents on alarm placement within their
homes.

Annually the fire department
responds to several smoke alarm activations.
While most are either cooking related or in
need of a new battery, smoke alarms are still
the best line of defense in the event of an
actual fire.

Fire Department
Calls Cover Wide
Area

(Lamoine) — Lamoine’s firefighters
responded to 31 calls for service during the
31 quarter of 2026, and more than half of
those were mutual aid calls to neighboring
communities.

Of the 15 calls in Lamoine, six were
for fire alarms, two for motor vehicle
accidents, three for ambulance assistance,
and four that involved trees falling on roads
or power lines. The department thanks
Buttermilk Road resident Rick Jordan who
used his tractor to haul one of those trees out
of the road near his home during a squall
that blasted Hancock County on July 16,

Among the responses to mutual aid
partners, Lamoine sent its rescue boat to
Green Lake in Ellsworth on July 13" when
a wildfire was reported. The boat ferried
equipment, firefighters, and other supplies
to the scene. Days later the Ellsworth Fire
Department requested funding for a new
rescue boat to replace the one they had
purchased from the Lamoine VFD nearly
10-years ago.

Two fatal motorcycle crashes on
Route One brought the LVFD to Hancock to
assist with traffic control. The busy road
was closed for several hours during each
incident, and traffic had to be detoured
around the accident scene while police

. reconstructed the crashes.

The LVFD responded to building
fires in Hancock, Ellsworth, and Trenton
during the quarter. The department supplied
water to tanker trucks during the early
morning calls in Trenton and Hancock, and

, other LVFD firefighters were part of the fire

suppression efforts.  The Trenton fire

- destroyed a home, the Hancock fire a

garage. In Ellsworth, LVFD responded to a
late-night garage fire call on State Street that

was quickly contained by the Ellsworth Fire

Department. Calls also came in for fires in
Franklin, Gouldsboro, and Mariaville
during the 3-month period.



Bee Hotel in Operation

By Larissa Thomas
(Lamoine) - If you noticed

some new construction on the LAMQINE
south side of the Town Hall B2

lawn, then you know we have
some busy bees in Lamoine.
The Lamoine Conservation
Commission recently placed
a bee hotel in the wildflowers
there. The project was
speartheaded by  Sabrina
Jordan, who designed and

TOwN H,ALL

constructed the hotel,
assisted by Matt Jordan.
You may be

wondering what a bee hotel

is. Unlike the better known social bee species that live in colonies,
most bee species are solitary. They do not have castes with
queens, drones, and workers. Instead, each female lays eggs and
provisions her own nest. A nest may have one cell, or a group of
cells, depending on circumstances. The cell is where an egg is laid
and the larval bee develops into an adult. Native solitary, stem-
nesting, and tunneling bees need suitable habitat to nest. A man-
made bee hotel is one means of providing habitat for solitary bees.

There are more than 270 species of native bees in Maine.
But conservation biologists worldwide are concerned about the
decline in bee populations and species diversity. These creatures
are crucial to healthy ecosystems and the human food supply.
Solitary bees are responsible for pollinating over 80 percent of
plant species. The Conservation Commission is interested in
supporting pollinator populations and raising awareness about
ways we all can help these important animals. There are many
ways to assist pollinators in your own yard, even without building
your own bee hotel. Leaving plant stems and leaf litter in planting
beds over winter is one. Setting aside hedgerows that are not
mowed (especially with southern exposure) also preserves
nesting sites. Minimizing lawn in favor of rewilded spaces or
native plantings provides both shelter and nectar flowers that bees
feed on. Hosting a diversity of native plants that bloom
throughout the growing season ensures that bees have an adequate
food supply. Avoiding use of pesticides and herbicides is key as
well.

The Town Hall bee hotel was placed late in the season and
may not be used by solitary bees this year. But it is standing ready
to be visited next spring. The Conservation Commission plans to
place an informational sign on the back of the bee hotel in the near
future.
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Traffic Light Upgrade Approved

(Trenton) — After several apparent
failures in the traffic detection system
module, the “Cheese House” traffic
light (at the intersection of Routes 3
and 204 in Trenton) is in line for a
different system. The Town of
Lamoine pays for electricity and
maintenance of the traffic light under
an agreement with the Maine
Department of Transportation, as the
town had requested the light many
years ago to improve safety for traffic
entering Route 3.

When the traffic detection
system fails, the light defaults into an

automatic cycle that can create long
backups on the Bar Harbor Road
section while the Jordan River Road
green light is on. That, combined
with extremely heavy afternoon
traffic during the summer months,
leads to reported traffic backups for
people traveling from Mt. Desert
Island to Ellsworth.

Frazier = Traffic  Signals
lobbied MDOT to replace the current
detection system with a more
effective module, and MDOT gave
the approval. It’s not clear when the
new system will be installed.

Work Approved on Berry Cove Road

(Lamoine) — The only gravel road the Town of Lamoine maintains gets quite
“soupy” in the spring months. That causes deep ruts after Berry Cove Road
thaws. The lower end of the town maintained section has grown quite a crop
of humps and holes in the past year or so. The Select Board authorized the
Road Commissioner to take measures to improve the short section of the
road which is used exclusively for residential traffic. Year-round homes are
located between the Gully Brook Road intersection and Lamoine Beach
Road, while mostly seasonal homes are located on the privately maintained

section beyond Gully Brook.

Contractor Kelley & Sons Small Excavation won the bid to dig up
the soft dirt top and replace it with a recycled asphalt mixture, and to ditch
the road and clean out culvert inlets and outlets along the section of road.
It’s anticipated that the work will be completed before winter.

Paving Planned on Two Short Roads

(Lamoine) — Filling your motor vehicle with gasoline has gotten far more
expensive during the summer and early fall as worldwide issues affect the
price of petroleum. That impact is also felt when it comes to paving roads,
as asphalt used to coat small stones and sand for pavement is a petroleum
product. Thankfully, the paving plan for Fiscal Year 2027 included just
Clamshell Alley and Cos Cob Avenue, the two shortest public roads in town.

Lamoine put the paving projects out to bid during the summer, and
Northeast Paving based in Bangor came in with the lowest bid for the projects
at a total of $32,625 for both roads. It is expected the company will complete
both projects in either October or early November depending on their
schedule. Paving generally ends by mid-November.

Transfer Station,
Town Hall Holiday
Hours

(Lamoine) — Both Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day occur on Fridays this season.
Both are state and federal holidays, and town
facilities will not be open those Fridays.
Additionally, the Town Office closes early on
the eve of both holidays.

The Transfer Station is normally
open on Fridays and Saturdays. Beginning
November 1, 2026, the hours on Fridays at
the Transfer Station will revert to winter
hours of Noon to SPM. However, the facility
will be closed on both Christmas and New
Year’s Day. The facility will be open on
December 26, 2026 from 8am to Spm as
usual. The same hours will apply for January
2,2027. Extra pickups from Pine Tree Waste
will be scheduled on both Saturdays to
accommodate the trash load.

The Town Hall will close for the day
on Thursday, December 24, 2026 at Noon,
and on Thursday, December 31, 2026 at
2PM.

State Recycling
Rebate Program
Awaits Funding

(Lamoine) — It cost the Town of Lamoine
$48,995.77 to run its recycling program last
year. That includes container rental,
transportation, and processing fees for the
59.65 tons of recycling sent to ecomaine in
Portland in a year’s time. That works out to
$821.37 per ton.

The State of Maine approved
legislation to reimburse towns for recycling
costs by charging fees to companies for
packaging that contributes to the waste
stream. So far, the state has not collected any
money according to the bill’s sponsor,
Senator Nicole Grohoski. After an inquiry
from the town, Grohoski said that a request
for proposals to be Stewardship Organization
produced no offers.  The Stewardship
Organization would collect funds from
packaging companies and distribute funds to
municipalities that recycle. Lamoine is one
of the few towns of its size in Hancock
County to still offer a recycling program.

Heating O1l Costs
Concerning

(Lamoine) — As heating fuel prices approached
$6.00/gallon in late September, there is
growing concern of an economic crisis facing
many low-income households for the coming
winter. At that price, the cost to fill a typical
275-gallon #2 heating fuel tank is $1,650.00.
There is some help available for the winter
months.

The AVEC Community Action program
administers the Home Energy Assistance
Program (HEAP) for Hancock County and
encourages starting ASAP with an application
for HEAP funding. The phone number is 207-
764-3721. The State of Maine runs an
assistance program for high electricity bills.
That program can be reached at (207) 626-
4600.

The Town of Lamoine offers emergency
assistance through a heating fund made up from
private donations. Applications are available at
the town office for assistance from November
through March. Donations can be made to the
Lamoine Heating Fund at the town hall.
Assistance is limited to one time per season for
the equivalent of 100 gallons of fuel.


tel:%20(207)%20626-4600
tel:%20(207)%20626-4600

Lamoine Teacher Authors
Children’s Book
=

(Lamoine) — Lamoine’s
own Miranda Engstrom is

now a published author
- with the late September
release of a book geared for
her favorite demographic —
little kids. Engstrom has
published Maynard the
Maine Black Bear in late
- September, now available
'~ through  online  book
sellers. The story is a

eartwarming interaction between a baby bear and his
father. Engstrom also illustrated the book, and the
artwork is something to behold.

Miranda said the last 18-years of teaching
inspired her to venture into publishing. An interaction
between her nephew Lincoln while gathering crabs
led to the story. She said this was her first experience
with editors, and it was difficult to see parts of the
original cut out of her story to make it fit into the space
allowed in the paperback.

A follow-up to Maynard’s adventures 1is
already in the works, and a new character, Molly the
Moose, will be introduced. Miranda says she is also
publishing a story featuring a human called Acadia’s
Adventure which comes out in early October.

Maynard the
Maine Black Bear

Mayors’ Monarch Pledge Working

By Larissa Thomas

(Lamoine)- The Lamoine
Conservation Commission joined Conservation
Mayors’ Monarch Pledge four years Commission,

ago with the goal of directly creating
pollinator-friendly gardens in public
spaces and supporting citizens of the
town wishing to improve their own
gardening practices so that Lamoine
is a place where bees, butterflies, and
all manner of wildlife can thrive.
Monarch butterflies are the focus of to
the initiative—an iconic species that
has seen a dramatic population crash
in recent decades. There are many
factors working against monarchs
(pesticides, habitat loss, climate
change), but there are also actions
that each of us can take to give them
a better chance of survival. The
efforts of the  Conservation
Commission are paying dividends, as
monarch butterflies and monarch
caterpillars  have  been  well
represented in the town hall and
school pollinator gardens this
summer, and in dooryards across
Lamoine.

The Conservation
Commission is excited to expand the
impact of our Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge work in a new direction. This
summer we were contacted by Tom
Prendergast, the new Park Manager
at Lamoine State Park, who plans to
establish new pollinator gardens and
make other habitat improvements

to donate

his efforts.

help

two things:

within the park. He
sought advice from the

and we
responded with
and as well as a promise
seeds
divided plants from our '\
gardens to help launch

Would you like
monarch
butterflies rebuild their
population? Would you
like to have a more
welcoming yard for

Dance Artistry Featured
by Community Arts

By Cheryl Claiborne

(Lamoine) Lamoine Community Arts welcomed
Maine dance artists Hannah Kumaski and Kristen
Stake of Imaginary Island for its 4th annual
Summer of Dance Residency. During their time in
Lamoine, the artists developed and presented Deep
Time, an original contemporary dance work
exploring deep connections between the self and
the natural world.

The residency culminated in a public
performance at the Grange Hall, followed by a talk
back conversation with the artists. Audience
members had an opportunity to learn more about
the artists’ creative process and how the work
evolved over the residency week.

The program also included an open-level
Movement Lab at Artsworth Studios, giving
community members an opportunity to explore
movement and the choreographic process while
developing a greater appreciation for the
contemporary improvisational dance form.

LCA is grateful to Kumaski and Stake for
sharing their creativity with our community, and to
everyone who attended, volunteered, contributed,
or helped make the residency possible. We also
thank Artsworth Studios for hosting the Movement
Lab and Meghan Frederick for lending her
expertise as co-director of the performance.
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Caterpillars on common milkweed at
the Lamoine Town Hall

pollinators and other insect life, species crucial to blueberries and
other food crops, and important to a healthy ecosystem? One thing
everyone should consider is avoiding use of pesticides and
herbicides. Those chemicals kill insects and they remain on and in
plants and the soil over time, reducing the food supply and
poisoning animals like baby birds fed caterpillars that have ingested
the chemicals. Another thing everyone can and should do is to plant
native flowers, especially those that are host plants for monarch
butterflies. If you want monarch butterflies in your yard, you need
native milkweed (common milkweed,
milkweed, butterfly weed) that the butterflies will lay their eggs on
and the caterpillars will feed on, and native flowering plants that
provide nectar for the butterflies to feed on. The Conservation
Commission will offer another native seed giveaway this winter, so
look for an announcement about that. We will also have another
winter seed sowing workshop. We will help you add plants to your
yard that will attract monarch butterflies and other pollinators and
beautify your landscape with less maintenance than fussy
ornamentals not adapted to our climate. We hope you take
advantage of these offerings, and we would love to hear about how
your pollinator gardens are doing!

swamp

Parks Use Policies Revised, New Sign Under Exploration

(Lamoine) — Parks Commissioners and the
Select Board have implemented a new form for
special events at Lamoine’s parks. The form
also creates new policies that limit events to an
expected maximum of 50 people and will

require users to provide a portable toilet facility for
events expected to attract more than 25 attendees.
The Parks Commission expressed parking and usage
concerns, especially for Lamoine Beach after a
couple of events were expected to draw a very large

crowd.
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Grange Recelves
Blue Ribbon

By Carol
Duffy
(Blue Hill) -

The
Lamoine
Grange won
another Blue
Ribbon at
the Blue Hill
Fair for its
booth in the

Exhibition Hall. This year’s theme
was Mr. MacGregor’s Garden, and
the booth featured Peter Rabbit and
his little blue coat with brass
buttons. Along with the produce
supplied by Chuck and Barbara,
several women stitched a bucket of
carrots! Canned goods and other
handmade items rounded out the
display.
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Community Arts

News
By Cheryl Claiborne
(Lamoine) - LCA scholarship

recipient Mercedes Kanes starred in
The Grand’s summer production of
Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.
Other scholarship recipients attended

. the Summer Festival of the Arts and
the University of Maine Summer
Youth Music Camp.

Applications for LCA’s 2027

! summer arts scholarships will be

available beginning in February and
must be submitted by March 30.
Scholarship  recipients will be
announced in mid-April. Beginning
in February, applications may be
downloaded at LamoineArts.org

LCA’s fall play is Drinking
Habits by Tom Smith and is directed
by Carol Mason. This hilarious farce
is about two nuns who secretly
bootleg wine to keep their convent
open and features your favorite local
actors as well as new faces to our
stage. The play opens on October
30th. Tickets are on sale
at Lamoinearts.org

Sign Concerns

The Parks Commission noted the
Lamoine Beach Park sign could use
a new paint job. Parks Maintenance
worker Adam Sargent took a look
and expressed concern the sign was
not stable and placing a ladder to
paint it might create safety issues.
The Parks Commissioners will work
to get an estimate on a new sign
structure while sprucing up the
existing sign. That cost will likely be
included in the 2027/28 budget. 7
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October 2026 Town of Lamoine Schedule

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
1 2 3 4
7PM Select Board Absentee Ballots

Available
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
6PM Planning Board 1PM Healthy Aging In

Lamoine

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Town Hall Closed 6:30 PM Conservation  7PM Select Board

Columbus Day Cmsn (Board Chairs/Dept.

Heads)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Absentee Ballot
Request Deadline

Select Board Signs

Warrant 9
November 2026 Town of Lamoine Schedule
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8am-8pm Election Day 7PM Select Board
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
6PM Planning Board 6:30 PM Conservation 1PM Healthy Aging In
Cmsn Lamoine

Town Hall Closed
Veterans’ Day
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

4PM Parks Commission 7PM Select Board

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Town Hall Closed- Nomination Papers
Thanksgiving Day Available (March 2027
town meeting)
30
The Budget Committee generally starts its work in November. Meeting dates and times to be posted on
the town’s website
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
1 2 3 4 5 6
7PM Select Board
6 8 9 10 11 12 13
6PM Planning Board 6:30 PM Conservation 1PM Healthy Aging In
Cmsn Lamoine
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
7PM Select Board
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Town Hall Closing at Town Hall Closed Transfer
Noon Transfer Station Closed  Station Open
Christmas Day 8-5
28 29 30 31 1 2 8
Town Hall closing at Town Hall & Transfer Transfer
2PM Station Closed Station Open
8-5



