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July 6, 2026

To: Jon VanAmringe, Chair, Lamoine Board of Appeals
From: Lamoine Planning Board
Re: Question sent to the Planning Board on June 16th 2026:

We are in receipt of the question referenced below from the minutes of the most recent
Board of Appeals meeting in regard to the matters of Goertz v. Planning Board in the
issuances of Gravel and Site Plan Review Permits.

"A motion was made by Gary Loft that the Lamoine Board of Appeals remands the
Gravel Pit Application to the Lamoine Planning Board to answer how and why the 3
acres (plus or minus) designated for the Stump Grinding Operation meets the criteria set
out in the gravel ordinance, that land must be reclaimed before it is removed from the
gravel pit. Melody Havey seconded and the motion passed 5-0."

It's important to point out that the question as presented is seemingly based on a
misunderstanding of the Gravel Ordinance. Section 8(D) of the Gravel Ordinance covers
matters related to restoration within gravel pits. It lays out the methods and standards as
to how restoration should be done, and directly relevant to the question posed, it sets out
a timeline. That timeline does not require completed restoration prior to removal of an
area from the working areas of a permitted gravel operation. The exact opposite order of
operations is specified in the Gravel Ordinance.

The most direct answer we can give to the question as presented would be that given
that there is no requirement to restore any section of a permitted gravel pit prior to its
removal upon a permit renewal, this would not be a standard that the Planning Board
would give any consideration to and therefore would not be an item on the review criteria
check sheet used by the Planning Board during gravel pit permit renewals.

Based on the assumption that the Board of Appeals wanted a better understanding of
the Planning Board's thinking when considering the relevant projects before it, we can
add the following:



1. The issue of restoration was discussed between board members during the Gravel Pit
Renewal. The general consensus was that restoration as defined in section 8(D) of the
Gravel Ordinance was unreasonable and was an undue burden given the approval of
the Site Plan.

2. The approved Site Plan lays out the work planned to change the defined area from an
open gravel pit to the use approved by the planning board. This area is not being left as
an open unrestored gravel pit. Also worth mentioning is that this area has not fallen out
of the requirement to comply with section 8(D) of the Gravel Ordinance. If the applicant
fails to build out the project in the approved Site Plan within the timeline allowed by the
Site Plan Review ordinance or if the stump grinding operation is shuttered in the future,
the land defined in the approved Site Plan remains subject to the Gravel Ordinance
restoration standards set in section 8(D).

On behalf/of a majority of the Lamoine Planning Board,
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rett Jones, Chair



