Nocturnal
Animals of Maine

Many animals are adapted over millions of
years to be active at night, about 65-70% of

land animals are nocturnal!




To Know the Dark
by Wendell Berry

To go in the dark with light is
to know light.

To know the dark, go dark.
Go without sight,

and find that the dark, too,

blooms and sings,

and is traveled by dark feet

and dark wings.




Umwelt: the world as it is experienced by a particular organism.
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lllustration by Michael S. Helfenbein




House Cat

Image by Nickolay Lamm

Human vison vs Domestic Cat
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Moths, which are typically nocturnal
insects, are dying in droves at artificial
lights.

They are evolving BUT to avoid the

lights, the moths are likely flying less,

so they aren’t pollinating as many
flowers or feeding as many spiders

and bats.







Moths can be important bioindicators. A greater

diversity of moths typically means there is a

greater diversity of plant species, which leads to a

greater diversity of other species as well.
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Beautiful Wood Nymph

Photo by Don Lemieux

In several studies on pollinators,
moths visited more plant species
than bees and other insects. The
work these nocturnal pollinators do
IS bigger and more complex than
many people realized, and because

it happens under the cover of
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Catching fireflies (Hotaru gari) Kitagawa Utamaro , Japanese

ca. 1796897



https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search?q=Kitagawa%20Utamaro&perPage=20&sortBy=Relevance&offset=0&pageSize=0

Fireflies are beetles, living
most of their lives as larva
underground. There are
about 2,200 species
worldwide. Maine has
about 30 species.

About 19 species are
considered at risk of

extinction on the East Coast
of the US.
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