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Meeting Minutes for August 14, 2024

Members Present: Larissa Thomas, chair; Linda Penkalski, Madison Jones, Claire
Bennett, Sabrina Jordan

Alternate Members Present: Mike Jordan

Alternate Member Absent: Joanna Sands

Associate Member Present: Jonny Brown

Members of Community: Jo Cooper

Meeting was convened at the Lamoine Town Hall by Chairwoman Thomas at 6:30

PM.

Topics discussed:

1.

2.

Approval of the July 10, 2024 minutes.

Invitation to participate in Committee on Aging’s AARP safe walking grant
project: The Committee on Aging has won a $2500 grant from AARP to promote
healthy exercise through walking with a focus on safety. They are urging walkers
to wear bright colors and the reflective vests that are available for a suggested $5
donation at the Town Hall. They are conducting a walking audit and are seeking
volunteers to participate. They have developed a walking audit form for
volunteers to fill out after they walk on the Shore Road to highlight places for
improvement and safety concerns. They are also considering signage and
possibly a cross walk by the Lamoine School. Claire Bennett said that she may
be able to attend the walking audit meeting on Friday August 16. The Committee
on Aging is also sponsoring a resource fair on Friday, September 6, 2024 at the
Lamoine Grange from 10 AM-2 PM. Larissa and Linda will attend to speak with
attendees about the LCC programs available for volunteers.

Brownfields grant for Phase | Environmental Assessment: Sabrina walked
with Isabella Conley of Campbell Environmental on July 12, 2024 at the transfer
station and salt/sand shed. Conley was collecting addition information needed for
the assessment. We have not yet received the report of findings. If Sabrina does
not hear from Isabella in three weeks about the assessment she will contact her.

Tree coring at the Simon Trail: Iris Simon is in contact with Mike Jensen,
district Forester with the Maine Forest Service, who said he would be willing to
do the coring but that he does not have a large enough corer and will look to
borrow one for the project. Tiara Woods said that the sixth grade students will be
the class who should attend.Simon Trail Tree Walk planning: The tree walk is
planned for Monday, September 16, 2024. There will be three groups with
enough volunteers for at least two volunteers per group.
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GET WET! Planning: The testing at Blunts Pond will be on Monday, September
9, 2024 and the two titration tests will be at the Lamoine School on Tuesday,
September 10, 2024. As with the Simon Trail Tree Walk, we will not know the
times for these activities until school starts and Tiara knows her schedule

Mayors’ Monarch Pledge 2024 efforts: At the school and the town hall we have
caterpillars and monarch butterflies and the gardens look good. Jonny has been
adding plants to the school garden and Larissa will focus on getting common
milkweed better established at the transfer station next year. Jonny has offered
seeds for another seed giveaway to be held this winter. Larissa will reapply for
the 2025 Mayors’ Monarch Pledge.

DEP guest speaker on shoreline issues: The talk will be on Thursday,
September 12, 2024 at the Town Hall. It will be videotaped for those who cannot
be there in person.

Community Resilience Partnership, Community Action Grant: The solar
panels have been installed as part of the original grant. Revision Energy is
planning on holding a ceremony when the solar panels go on line. The Town will
not own the solar panels, but electricity sold to the Town will be at a lower price.
After six years the Town can purchase the solar panels and then after a payoff
period, the electricity will be free. The new grant application has not been
published yet, but when it is, we will finalize our application seeking funds for
energy audits at the Town Hall, Lamoine School and the fire station and funds to
pay for the results of the audit.

Motions and Outcomes:

The minutes of the July 10, 2024 meeting were approved as distributed.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 PM.

Minutes taken by Linda Penkalski and approved on
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