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Meeting Minutes for June 12, 2024 

 

Members Present: Larissa Thomas, chair; Linda Penkalski, Madison Jones, Claire 

Bennett, Sabrina Jordan 

Alternate Members Present: Joanna Sands 

Alternate Member Absent: Mike Jordan 

Associate Member Present: Jonny Brown 

 

Meeting was convened at the Lamoine Town Hall by Chairwoman Thomas at 7:00 

PM. 

Topics discussed: 

1. Approval of the May 8, 2024 minutes. 

2. Brownfields grant opportunity for Phase I Environmental Assessment: Sabrina 

contacted Eastern Maine Development Corporation about the grant opportunity and they 

filled out the application form, which has already been approved. Last week the 

consultant assigned to conduct the assessment, Rich Campbell of Campbell 

Environmental, began work with a site visit of the land west of the transfer station. He will 

need to get into the salt/sand shed and transfer station buildings to complete the 

assessment and will then write a report, which will take about four weeks to complete. 

3. Recap of June 5 guest speaker event: Hannah Webber of Schoodic Institute 

presented a very informative talk on rockweed. The large audience asked good 

questions. There is an opportunity for the public to get involved through Project ASCO 

(Assessing Seaweed via Community Observations), a citizen science project in which 

participants take measurements and other observations of rockweed near their homes or 

elsewhere. An article will be prepared for the July issue of the Lamoine Quarterly about 

this. 

4. Recap of GET WET!: The PowerPoint presentation was May 20th and the home 

water testing was May 21st at the Lamoine School. The students were great citizen 

scientists and the volunteers made for a positive experience. We have the results from 

28 students in the fifth and sixth grades. 

5. Lamoine Quarterly articles: There will be articles on the Rockweed public talk, the 

Brownfields Grant, the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge and the GET WET! water testing. 
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6. Mayors’ Monarch Pledge 2024 efforts: The gardens look fantastic at the Town Hall. 

Seedlings were sold at the Rockweed public talk and the Lamoine School science night 

and $69 was raised. 

7. Follow-up on possible DEP guest speaker on shoreline issues: Two people from 

the DEP (Department of Environmental Protection) are working on the presentation and 

Larissa is in contact with them. The talk is tentatively scheduled August 28th (although 

the date has not yet been locked in) at the Lamoine Town Hall during the work day. The 

talk will address shoreline property owners dealing with storm impacts. 

8. Browntail moths: The LCC is available to help people with web elimination. We 

encourage people to not use pesticides. 

9. Community Resilience Partnership, Community Action Grant: The solar panels 

will be installed beginning next week as part of the original grant. The Town will not own 

the solar panels initially, but electricity sold to the Town will be at a lower price. After six 

years the Town can purchase the solar panels and then after a certain point, the 

electricity will be free. The new grant application has not been provided to the Select 

Board for review yet, pending the state issuing a new application form for the next grant 

round. The new grant proposal seeks funds for energy audits at the Town Hall, Lamoine 

School and the fire station and funds to pay for improvements suggested by the results 

of the audit. 

10. Other matters: Claire Bennett volunteered to enter the data from the GET WET! and 

Blunts Pond GET WET! testing into the program that Kerry Diskin developed. Thank you, 

Claire. 

 

Motions and Outcomes: 

1. The minutes of the May 8, 2024 meeting were approved as distributed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 PM. 

Minutes taken by Linda Penkalski and approved on 

___________________________________. 

 


