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Meeting Minutes for November 13, 2024 
 

Members Present:  Larissa Thomas, chair; Linda Penkalski, Madison Jones, Claire 
Bennett, Sabrina Jordan 
 
Alternate Members Present: Mike Jordan, Joanna Sands 
 
Associate Member Absent: Jonny Brown 
 
Members of Community Present: Terre Lefferts, Hal Lefferts 
 
 
Meeting was convened at the Lamoine Town Hall by Chairwoman Thomas at 6:31 
PM. 
 
Topics discussed: 
 

1. Approval of the October 9, 2024 minutes. 
 
2. Brownfields grant for Phase I Environmental Assessment: Sabrina has 

reached out but still no response and, thus, no update. 
 
3. Trail Maps: Sabrina reached out to Karla Black from the Maine Woodland 

Owners and they have no plans right now to update the Coleman Trail Map.  In the 
future they may prepare a new map.  Sabrina has a map for the Whitcomb Woods 
Trails and will give it to Stu to put online.  

 
4. Tree coring at the Simon Trail: Iris Simon contacted a person from the 

Frenchman Bay Conservancy who recommended that she contact Sandy Walczyk, a 
forester from Mariaville.  Sandy has an 18-inch bore and can do the coring in the 
spring.  Michael Jensen will also be invited along with the Lamoine Consolidated 
School sixth graders and other guests. 

 
5. Mayors’ Monarch Pledge 2024-2025: Seed packets for 7 different plants are 

now available at the Town Hall.  2025 will be the third year we will be involved with the 
Mayors’ Monarch Pledge.  Larissa spoke with the owner of Casa Jalisco in Ellsworth 
and they are receptive to our planting monarch host plants and native nectar plants in 
big planters in the back of the restaurant.  Larissa sent a press release to the Ellsworth 
American.  The Forest Hill Cemetery Board was contacted with advice and offer of 
assistance to help management the cemetery landscape in a way that would be more 
beneficial to pollinators and easier and more cost effective for the Board. 

 
6. Thank you letter from the Conservation Commission: We signed a letter to 

the McMullens expressing appreciation for all of their help and support over the years. 
 
7. Community Resilience Partnership: Larissa sent an update and photo of the 

new pole by the Lamoine School needed to connect the solar panels to the grid as an 
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addendum to the grant report.  We have not yet received word on the status of our 
application to participate in the Energy Efficiency for Rural Communities Program, 
which would provide a consultant on the energy audits and other efficiency matters. 

 
8. Other business: Terre and Hal Lefferts were welcomed as associate members.  

They will help Linda with the school activities. 
 
9. Conservation Award: A candidate was recommended and unanimously voted 

to be the recipient. Larissa and Linda will interview the recipient in January. 
 
Motions and Outcomes: 
 

1. The minutes of the October 9, 2024 meeting were approved as distributed. 

2. The Conservation Award for 2024 was voted on with a unanimous vote in support of 
the nominee.  

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 PM. 
 
Minutes taken by Linda Penkalski and approved on  
 
___________________________________. 
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