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Meeting Minutes for May 14, 2025 
 

Members Present:  Larissa Thomas, chair; Linda Penkalski, Claire Bennett, Sabrina 
Jordan 
 
Member Absent:  Madison Jones  
 
Alternate Members Present: Mike Jordan, Joanna Sands 
 
Associate Members Absent:  Terre Lefferts, Hal Lefferts  
 
Meeting was convened at the Lamoine Town Hall by Chairwoman Thomas at 6:30 
PM. 
 
Topics discussed: 
 

1. Approval of the April 9, 2025 minutes. 
 

2. Energy Efficiency for Rural Communities Program update: Stu Marckoon 
has provided the consultants with requested information and they will schedule a date 
for the energy audits soon. 

 
3. Georgia Munsell stepping down as Adopt-a-Highway coordinator: After 18 
years, Georgia is stepping down.  Claire Bennett will step in as coordinator.  She will 
send out reminders to the volunteers. There are about 27 people who clean up 1-mile 
segments.  They tabulate what they clean up and send the data to Georgia.  Claire 
will contact the present volunteers and ask them what they need to continue cleaning 
up their segment of road. 

 

4. Downeast Conservation Network Blueprint Kickoff:  This conference will take 
place at Schoodic Institute on May 21, 2025 from 9 AM to 3 PM.  Larissa will attend 
this meeting. 

 

5. GET WET!:  The PowerPoint presentation will take place in Tiara Woods’ 
classroom on Monday, May 21st, at 12:40 PM.  The water testing will take place in the 
gym at 12:30 PM on Tuesday, May 20, 2025 with the volunteers getting at the school 
at noon to set up the stations.  There are 7 volunteers helping out this year. 

 

6. Simon Trail Tree boring recap:  Kudos to Iris Simon for arranging this 
wonderful activity for Lamoine Consolidated School 6th grade students, some LCC 
members and volunteers and Frenchman Bay Conservancy volunteers.  Sandy 
Walczyk, forester with The Nature Conservancy, arrived at the big white pine tree at 
the outdoor classroom at the Simon Trail on May 9th at 9:30 PM to bore the tree.  
Brian Thomas had a plastic tube and long paper straws to store and preserve the tree 
core.  Everyone looked on as the core was removed from the tree. Sandy conducted 
a rough count of the tree rings in the core. We all wrote down our estimates of the age 
of this stately tree.  Brian took the core home to dry out and clean up so the age could 
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be more precisely determined from the number of rings. He will build a box to store 
the core in so it can be kept at the school for future instruction.  

 

7. Weather station:  Thank you to Mike Jordan for installing the weather station on 
top of the roof of the Lamoine Consolidated School.  Mike set up the station on the 
roof yesterday and the school’s IT person will set up the receiver to send the data to 
Weather Underground for anyone to see Lamoine’s weather data.  Mike will work with 
the IT person to see if a link can be placed on the town’s website to connect to the 
Weather Underground data. 

 

8. MAINECAN Community Network:  MAINECAN (Maine community-led Energy 
& Climate Action Network) contacted Larissa inviting her to join, and she placed the 
matter on the Select Board’s agenda for tomorrow for discussion as to whether she 
(representing the town) should join. 

 

9. Mayors’ Monarch Pledge 2024-25:  Claire and Larissa reported that the 
seedlings distributed at the April meeting are doing well and will be ready to sell at 
Tiara’s Nature Night.  Joanna will help Larissa sell them that night.  William Tracy, 
reporter at the Ellsworth American, contacted Larissa about writing an article for the 
paper later this summer.  Work will start at the garden at the Town Hall soon.  Sabrina 
will help with the school garden.  Larissa will plant flowers in the planters at the Casa 
Jalisco restaurant in Ellsworth. 

 

10. Speaker series:  Joanna contacted Birdsacre about an owl talk, but they have 
not gotten back to her.  She will let Larissa know what their response is when they 
contact her. 

 

11. Maine Big Night:  Larissa reached out to ask the director of Maine Big Night 
what they do with the data collected and she has not heard back yet. 

 
Motions and Outcomes: 
 

1. The minutes of the April 9, 2025 meeting were approved as distributed. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 PM. 
 
Minutes taken by Linda Penkalski and approved on  
 
 
___________________________________. 
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