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Meeting Minutes for July 9th, 2025 

Members Present: Larissa Thomas, Chair; Claire Bennett, Madison Jones, Linda 
Penkalski 

 

Members Absent: Sabrina Jordan 
 

Alternate Members Absent: Mike Jordan, Joanna Sands 
 

Associate Members Present: Terre Lefferts 
 

Associate Members Absent: Hal Lefferts 
 
Guest in attendance: Craig Noble of the Town of Mariaville. 

 

Meeting was convened at the Lamoine Town Hall by Chairwoman Thomas 

at 6:30 PM Topics discussed: 

Approval of the June 11th, 2025 Minutes (Madison moved, Claire 
seconded, all voted yea). 

 
Agenda Items: 

1. The energy audit has been scheduled for July 15 at the school and town hall 
as part of our participation in the Energy Efficiency for Rural Communities 
Program. 

 
2. Community Resilience Partnership, Community Action Grant 2025 

application to be submitted if findings from energy audit are provided in 

time for late August deadline. 

 
3. Invitation to support Mariaville’s Community Action Grant application for 

regional water resources for fire fighting assessment. Craig Noble 

presented Mariaville's problems with water supply for fire fighting and explained 

the need for an assessment among communities in the area. Draft letter of 

support (prepared by Thomas) presented and approved along with 

recommendation that Select Board agree to participate in the assessment. 

 
4. Adopt -a - Highway issues - Claire - All roads have volunteers for clean up 

assigned except for a section on Douglas Highway; Claire will check for 

volunteers. Fluorescent vests from Committee on Aging offered; Conservation 

Commission authorized their purchase as needed. 

 
5. Get Wet! Blunts Pond - Linda - Testing scheduled for Monday September 

8th at pond, Tuesday, Sept 9th at school for titration. 
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6. Simon Trail Tree Boring update - Larissa - Age of tree determined to be 

106+/- years old. Box with plaque to be officially presented at assembly at 

Lamoine school for students to see. Date TBD. Funds for plaque and box 

construction approved for reimbursement. 

 
7. Simon Trail Tree ID walk Planning - Linda - date TBD. 

 

8. Weather station update - Linda - Mike Jordan and Linda have been working 

with Tim Hilton (school IT technician) to troubleshoot some problems with 

weather station. It appears the equipment will have to be returned. 

9. Mayors Monarch Pledge - Larissa - Town Hall garden is doing well thanks to 
Joanne Dodge, Iris Simon and Mary Jude. Seedlings were planted by Larissa 
and Claire at Casa Jalisco. Seafood compost needed at memorial garden to 
boost flower growth, will be brought in at time mums will be planted. Five 14lb 

bags needed; Commission approved the purchase. Madison suggested 
education/fundraiser could be held at Casa Jalisco in November. Day of the 
Dead suggested. 

 
10. Speaker series - Grayson Richmond of Birdsacre to speak Friday, September 

12th at Lamoine school. Larissa prepared press release and flyers to be 

distributed. Suggestion was made to post at Ellsworth library for home school 

families and ask Lamoine School secretary Betty Eaton to add the event to 

the newsletter. 

11. Maine Coastal Cleanup - September- Sabrina will lead group at Jordan River, 
Larissa will lead group at Skillings River. Date not yet set. Talk of kayaking at 
high tide for areas not approachable on foot. 

 
12. Maine Big Night - Larissa - Has not yet heard back from the director. 
 
14. Other Business - Madison inquired about the possibility of a gate at Blunts Pond 

as needles and sharps containers have been found on the property and in the 
pond. Larissa explained that the issue has been brought to the Select Board 
and that Board and Parks Commission are considering options to address the 
situation. Larissa will provide updates on developments. 

Motions and Outcomes Motions approved 

A) Support for Mariaville's Community Action Grant application. 
B) Reimbursement of box materials for Tree Boring 

C) Memorial garden improvement request  

Meeting adjourned at 7:33. 

Minutes respectfully submitted July 10th, 2025 by Terre Lefferts 


